City of Milwaukee

Legislation Text

200 E. Wells Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
53202

File #: 121382, Version: 2

121382
SUBSTITUTE 2

ALD. BOHL, WITKOWSKI, KOVAC AND BAUMAN

A substitute ordinance relating to zoning regulations for the raising of crops or livestock.
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This ordinance clarifies the city’s zoning regulations for agricultural and agriculture-related land uses.
Specifically, the ordinance:

1. Defines the terms “raising of livestock,” “community garden” and “commercial farming
establishment” and specifies the use classification (i.e., permitted use, special use, etc.) of these
uses in the various zoning districts.

2. Requires the operator of a community garden to obtain a community garden permit from the
commissioner of city development or the commissioner’s designee.

3. Permits an accessory building on a residentially-zoned lot not containing a principal building,
provided the principal use of the lot is the raising of livestock, a community garden or a commercial
farming enterprise. Presently, accessory buildings are prohibited on lots that do not contain principal
buildings.

4. Provides that if the principal use of a residentially-zoned lot is the raising of livestock, a community
garden or a commercial farming establishment, the maximum total lot coverage for all accessory
structures shall be the maximum lot coverage for principal buildings in the zoning district in which the
lot is located.

5. Defines 2 types of agricultural accessory structures - “large agricultural structures” and “hoop”
houses and, together with a third types of agricultural accessory structure (“shed”), specifies the
maximum number of agricultural accessory structures and maximum lot coverage by agricultural
accessory structures for residentially-zones lots.

6. Establishes minimum setbacks and maximum heights for the 3 types of agricultural accessory
structures.

Please refer to attachment titled "121382 - Substitute 2 Full Text".

APPROVED AS TO FORM

Legislative Reference Bureau

Date:

IT IS OUR OPINION THAT THE ORDINANCE
IS LEGAL AND ENFORCEABLE
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Office of the City Attorney
Date:

LRB144255-5
Jeff Osterman
04/30/2014
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