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A substitute ordinance relating to roadside memorials.
116-7 cr
This ordinance directs the commissioner of public works to dismantle and discard a roadside
memorial left on or within the boundaries of any public street, sidewalk or walkway for more than 14
days from the date of a fatal accident or occurrence.
Whereas, The City of Milwaukee recognizes that some citizens grieve by placing a memorial, at the
site of a fatal accident or occurrence within the boundaries of the public street, sidewalk or walkway;
and

Whereas, The Wisconsin Department of Transportation has developed policies regarding the removal
of highway memorials if they interfere with roadway safety, impact the free flow of traffic or fall into
disrepair; and

Whereas, These memorials may pose a safety hazard in the City of Milwaukee by interfering with the
flow of pedestrian and motor vehicle traffic through illegal loitering and littering within the boundaries
of the public street, sidewalk or walkway; now, therefore

The Mayor and Common Council of the City of Milwaukee do ordain as follows:

Part 1.  Section 116-7 of the code is created to read:

116-7.  Roadside Memorials.

1.  In this section “roadside memorial” means any of the following items including but not limited to
balloons, flowers, pictures, stuffed animals and religious items commemorating the site of a fatal
accident or occurrence.
2.  No roadside memorial may be left on or within the boundaries of any public street, sidewalk or
walkway for more than 14 days from the date of a fatal accident or occurrence.
3.  The commissioner of public works shall dismantle and discard a roadside memorial left on or
within the boundaries of any public street, sidewalk or walkway after 30 days from the date of a fatal
accident or occurrence.
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IT IS OUR OPINION THAT THE ORDINANCE
IS LEGAL AND ENFORCEABLE

_____________________________
Office of the City Attorney
Date:________________________
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