
Letters of Support for American Rescue Plan Act

Affiliation Signed Title

Community Insurance Information Center Angela Marion Executive Director
Greater Milwaukee Chamber of Commerce Kola Alayande, Ph.D Board Chair
The Life Center Church of God in Christ Micaiah J. Young, Sr. Pastor
Mid-West Energy Research Consortium Daniel Ebert Senior Advisor to the Board
Renew Wisconsin Heather Allen Executive Director
Milwaukee Area Labor Council Pam Fendt President
WRTP/Big Step Lindsey Blumer President/CEO

Pat Stiff Co-Chair WRTP Board of Directors
Anthony Rainey Co-Chair WRTP Board of Directors

El-Bethel Church of God in Christ Steven C. Tipton, MBA Pastor
St. Marcus School Maureen Lawrenz Life Coach
Community Advocates Public Policy Institute Andi Elliott Chief Executive Officer
Unity Fellowship Church of God in Christ Jermaine Smith Pastor
El Shaddai Church of God in Christ Maurice Hughes, Sr MBA Pastor/Executive Secretary
Employ Milwaukee Gerri K. Sykes Wife of the late Don Sykes, former President & CEO
Rock of Faith Church of God in Christ Carlos A. Christian Pastor
Milwaukee Consortium for Hmong Health, Inc. Mayhoua Moua Executive Director
St Christopher's Episcopol Church Geoffrey Ward Reverend 
Mason Temple Church of God in Christ Bishop Osie Tatum, Jr. Senior Pastor

Sean Kelly Tatum, Sr. Pastor
Alexandria Community Clifford O Taylor, Sr. Pastor/President
Holy Cathedral Church of God in Christ Bishop C.H. McClelland Pastor/General Board Member 
Word of Hope Ministries, Inc. Bishop C.H. McClelland President
Ompel Family Life Center Supt. W. Aaron Robbins Pastor & Founder
Greater New Birth Church Bishop R.J. Burt Pastor
National Christian Foundation Linda S Maris, J.D. President
St. Christopher's Episcoal Church Geoffrey Ward Reverend
Parklawn Assembly of God Marcus Arrington, Ed.D Senior Pastor
Holy Redeemer Christian Academy &
Young Coggs Williams High School Bishop Sedgwick Daniels Executive Director
Employ Milwaukee Chytania Brown President and CEO
Praise Fellowship Church of God in Christ Robert Johnson Pastor
Bread of Life Ministries Reginald Jamerson Pastor & Founder
Holy Hill Church of God In Christ Edward Washington Pastor
Smyrna COGIC Leroy Davis Pastor & Founder
Emmanuel Healing Ministry Tronie Johnson Pastor
Azareel Sanctuary C.O.G.I.C. Robert Walker Pastor
Greater House of Joy Robert White Pastor
Eternal Life Church of God in Christ Reverend Bennie L. Cleveland Pastor
Faith Temple Church of God in Christ Tommy Combs Pastor
Liberty Church of God in Christ Joe Flippin, Jr. Pastor
Latino Chamber of Commerce of S.E. WI Inc. Nelson Soler, MBA/MS/EDFP/EA
Catrina De Villa, LLC Catrina De Villa Owner
DDS Mediaworks LLC Darick Spears

Darick Books
Latino Entrepreneurial Network Nelson Soler, MBA/MS/EDFP Executive Director
Crossroads Collective Emily Chirillo Hospitality Director
Bounce Rebecca Cooper Owner
Battlebox Studios Limited Bryant L. Adams Owner



Black Husky Brewing Toni Eichinger Co-Owner
Tim Eichinger Co-Owner

Purple Door Ice Cream Lauren & Steve Schultz Owners
Wiskullsin Clothing Joey Wisniewski Owner
Anytime Arepa Food Service Leo Farfan & Maria Salas Owners 
Luminocity Enterprises, LLC Brandi Iberia Austin President/CEO

Savannah Wheeler, age 14 Testimonial
Deavonte Holliman, age 16 Testimonial
Brandi Austin Testimonial
Ethleen Peacock Testimonial

The Business Council Marjorie Rucker Executive Director
Kempo/Goju School of Karate John Fletcher Owner
K & O Investments LLC K Taylor Owner
MEDC Wisconsin David E. Latona President 
Cubinitas Marta Bianchini Owner
Memah's Gourmet Delights Marth Memah Austin Owner/CEO
Quad Patrick Henderson Executive Director, Government Affairs
National Association of Minority Contractors Ugo Nwagbaraocha President
Hmong Wisconsin Chamber of Commerce Maysee Y. Herr, Ph.D Executive Director
Northwest Side Community Development Corp. Willie Smith Executive Director
Africian American Camber of Commerce of WI Ossie C. Kendrix, Jr. President/CEO
V & J Holdings Companies, Inc. Calvin L. Scott VP Administration & Legal Counsel
Legacy Redevelopment Corporation Terese M. Caro, MBA President/CEO
Wisconsin LGBT Chamber of Commerce Jason Rae President/CEO
Legal Aid Society of Milwaukee Colleen Foley Executive Director

Milwaukee Early Care & Education Civic Response Team includes the following:
Milwaukee Succeeds Danae Davis Co-Lead

Daria Hall Co-Lead
4C for Childern Terri Alexander
Office of Herb Kohl JoAnne Anton
COA Youth & Family Centers Charlotte Y. Cannon-Sain
YMCA of Metropolitan Milwaukee Lisa Coombs-Gerou
Little Leaders Learning & Literacy Academy Latasha Dawson
Milwaukee Area Technical Collage Early Childhood David Espinoza
St. Joseph Academy Kayla Fellows
Greater Milwaukee Foundation Ellen M. Gilligan
Mental Health America of Wisconsin Martina Gollin Graves, MSW
Wisconsin Early Childhood Association Kelly Hook
Milwaukee Coalition for Children's Mental Health Leah Jepson
Malaika Early Learning Center Tamara Johnson
Milwaukee Succeeds Kristin Kappelman
St. Joseph Academy Karrie Krueger
SaintA Ann Leinfelder Grove
We Will All Rise Calvin Lewis
Milwaukee Area Technical Collage   Dr. Vicki J. Martin
Magical Moment's Enrichment Center LLC Maria O'Neal
Wisconsin Early Childhood Association Jeanette Paulson
The Literacy Lab Bernard Rahming
Next Door Tracey Sparrow, Ed.D
YMCA of Metropolitan Milwaukee Carrie Wall
4C for Childern Terryl Wheelock
Providers Taking Action Support Group Annette Wilburn
Legal Aid Society of Milwaukee Colleen Foley Executive Director
Legal Aid Society of Milwaukee Colleen Foley Executive Director
United Way of Greater Milwaukee & Waukesha Amy Linder President & CEO



United Way of Greater Milwaukee & Waukesha Amy Linder President & CEO
UEDA Kristi Luzar Executive Director
Acts Housing Michael Gosman President & CEO
Take Root Milwaukee Johanna M. Jimenez Program Manager
Social Development Commission George Hinton, PhD CEO
Milwaukee Rental Housing Resource Center Co-Partners
Apartment Association of Southeastern Wisconsin
Community Advocates
Hope House
Impact Inc.
Legal Aid Society of Milwaukee
Mediate of Wisconsin
City of Milwaukee Neighborhood Services
Milwaukee County Housing Division
UEDA Urban Economic Development Association of Wisconsin, Inc.



 
 

 
July 19, 2021 
 
Alderman Michael Murphy 
Chairman, Finance and Personnel Committee 
Common Council 
200 East Wells Street, Room 205 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 
 
Dear Alderman Murphy, 
 
Take Root Milwaukee strongly supports using ARPA funds for affordable housing initiative, especially to bolster programs that assist 
low- to moderate-income (LMI) homeowners stay in their homes, make needed repairs, and to significantly bolster the City’s 
support for homebuyer counseling agencies. We urge the Common Council to adopt Council File Number 210547, Mayor Tom 
Barrett’s first allocation of American Rescue Plan funding. The Stronger Summer Plan provides over $93 million in needed funding 
for a range of critical programs as a first phase in the Mayor’s Recovery and Resilience Plan, and these resources will help Milwaukee 
continue a strong recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic through the fall. 
 
Take Root Milwaukee (TRM) is a consortium of over 140 individuals representing 54 organizational members that has been working 
collectively since 2010 to preserve and promote sustainable, diverse neighborhoods by encouraging and maintaining 
homeownership.  Members include homeownership counseling agencies, financial institutions, Realtors, local government, 
neighborhood organizations and other community partners. 
 
TRM is a program of the Urban Economic Development Association of Wisconsin (UEDA), and coordinates a comprehensive 
community outreach, marketing, and educational programming effort to attract, strengthen and promote homeownership in 
Milwaukee’s neighborhoods. Members work together in a formal collaborative partnership that promotes local, trusted resources 
for homebuyers and homeowners in Milwaukee.  
 
Since its formation in 2009 as a result of the previous foreclosure crisis/Great Recession, TRM has consistently advocated for both 
funding and institutional support of our HUD-approved homeownership counseling agencies. They are critical partners, assisting 
residents on the pathway to and throughout homeownership. We are pleased to see that Mayor Barrett proposed $1.2 million to 
invest in and expand access to homeownership counseling in our community. This will support an additional six new counseling 
positions to meet the strong demand for services we have seen over the past few years. Each year our work with Acts Housing, 
Housing Resources, Inc., and United Community Center demonstrates the critical part they play in helping families build wealth and 
ensure safe, affordable housing.  
 
The Stronger Summer package makes additional investments in affordable housing and homeownership that our members know will 
benefit Milwaukee families this year. It is a strong first step toward a more resilient city, and with a focus on racial equity and 
inclusion, it also takes intentional first steps to address the unequal impact of COVID-19 on Milwaukee residents. We urge you again 
to adopt the plan that will support Take Root Milwaukee’s mission of helping Milwaukeeans Buy, Keep, and Fix a home when it is 
before the Council this month. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Johanna M. Jimenez 
Take Root Milwaukee Program Manager 
Urban Economic Development Association of Wisconsin, Inc. (UEDA) 
1915 N. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, Suite 260 | Milwaukee, WI 53212 
Phone: (414) 562-9904 | johanna@uedawi.org 

Learn more: www.TakeRootMilwaukee.org | View our Members: www.TakeRootMilwaukee.com/about/current-members 

mailto:johanna@uedawi.org
http://www.takerootmilwaukee.org/
http://www.takerootmilwaukee.com/about/current-members
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July 23, 2021 

Alderman Michael Murphy 
Chairman, Finance and Personnel Committee 
Common Council, City of Milwaukee   
 
Dear Committee Chairman Murphy, 
 
I am writing this letter in support of Mayor’s Stronger Summer Plan, part of the first allocation of American 
Rescue Plan funding. The Stronger Summer Plan provides over $93 million in much needed funding for a range 
of critical programs as a first phase of investment, and these resources will help Milwaukee continue a strong 
recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
As a membership organization, the Urban Economic Development Association of Wisconsin (UEDA) works on a 
variety of issues related to community and economic development. Our key programs include Bank On Greater 
Milwaukee (focused on economic inclusion and access to financial services), Take Root Milwaukee (focused on 
sustainable homeownership), Capacity Building (organizational technical assistance, neighborhood data support, 
and eviction prevention), and membership services. In each of these areas UEDA works in collaboration with 
diverse, cross-sector coalitions.  
 
The Mayor’s Recovery & Resilience Plan centers racial equity and inclusion in each recommended investment, 
taking intentional first steps to address the unequal impact of COVID-19 on Milwaukee residents. It also provides 
significant resources to several key areas that directly relate to work underway at UEDA and within our 
membership network: 

• Affordable and sustainable housing development, operations, and support programs. For example, our 
Take Root Milwaukee program works closely with the Department of City Development to connect people 
to services and resources that help them “Buy, Fix or Keep” their home. We fully support the allocation 
for HUD-approved homeownership counseling programs – these agencies are critical partners in our 
efforts to sustain and increase homeownership rates in the city. Both the Compliance Loan and Climate, 
Energy, & Equity Upgrade programs address the need for critical resources that help maintain and improve 
the city’s older housing stock. 

• Milwaukee Rental Housing Resource Center, a new collaborative initiative to serve as a virtual 
clearinghouse for tenants and landlords to connect with resources such as legal and mediation services 
and financial assistance. UEDA currently serves as the convener for the MKE RHRC, and this support will 
provide a strong foundation as the Center continues to respond to the economic impacts of COVID-19 on 
people’s housing situation. We also support other initiatives that help prevent eviction and stabilize 
housing such as Milwaukee Right to Counsel. 

• Small business support including Business Restart 3.0 and the Ethnic & Diverse Business Coalition 
(EDBC), both of which will provide direct investment to programs that will help Milwaukee businesses 
sustain operations and access technical assistance resources. UEDA has worked with EDBC and its 
members for many years and they are a critical connector for underserved businesses. 

1915 North Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, Suite 260 | Milwaukee, WI 53212           tel. 414-562-9904  |  www.uedawi.org 
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• Employment and job training programs that will connect city residents in high poverty and/or groups that 
are experiencing higher rates of unemployment to paid training, apprenticeships, workforce transition, 
and certification opportunities. 

 
We strongly support using ARPA funds for initiatives that increase housing stability, invest in neighborhoods, 
support our small business community, and enhance economic opportunity for Milwaukee residents – leading 
toward a more resilient and healthier city.  Your support of the Stronger Summer plan will help Milwaukee emerge 
from this pandemic stronger and more equitable.  
  
Sincerely, 

 
Kristi Luzar 
Executive Director 
(414) 562-9904 | kristi@uedawi.org  
 
 
cc:   Members of the Finance and Personnel Committee, City of Milwaukee Common Council 
 Alderwoman Milele Coggs, District 6 
 Alderman Nik Kovac, District 3 
 Alderman Scott Spiker, District 13 
 Alderwoman JoCasta Zamarripa, District 8 
 
 Mayor Tom Barrett, City of Milwaukee 
 President Cavalier Johnson, City of Milwaukee Common Council 
 
 
 
ABOUT UEDA 
The Urban Economic Development Association of Wisconsin (UEDA) is a 501(c)(3) membership association dedicated to 
facilitating effective, cross-sector collaboration, meaningful connections, and strengthening individual and organizational 
capacity in Wisconsin's community and economic development sector. Our vision is that the members and communities we 
serve are inspired and thriving, with equitable access to investment and opportunity. Learn more at www.uedawi.org. 

mailto:kristi@uedawi.org
http://www.uedawi.org/


 

 
July 16, 2021 
 
 
Milwaukee Common Council 
City Hall Room 205 
200 E Wells St 
Milwaukee, WI 53207 
 
 
Honorable Council Members: 
 
Acts Housing is in full support of Mayor Tom Barrett’s proposal to provide $1.2 million in capacity 
support for Homebuyer and Foreclosure Counseling Programs.  This is a portion of File Number 
210547. 
 
Since the onset of the Covid-19 Pandemic Acts Housing has seen a 200% surge in demand for 
homebuyer counseling services, the majority of which has come from African American renters.  It is 
clear that Milwaukee residents who are renting often have a strong desire to improve their lives and 
their communities through homeownership. 
 
While Acts had a record year last year, helping more than 180 families purchase homes, we know that 
much more is possible.  In 2021 our goal is 250 new homeowners (90%+ of whom will be BIPOC), 
but that is only supporting a small fraction of the families that truly desire and would benefit from 
homebuyer support. 
 
More resources for pre and post purchase housing counseling would let us help more families own 
their piece of our City.  With a modest 6% foreclosure rate over 3,000 families who have purchased a 
home through our program over its 25-year history, we are confident that investments today in 
homeownership will benefit the City’s residents and neighborhoods for generations to come. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Michael Gosman 
President & CEO  



 

 

 
 

 
July 23, 2021 

Alderman Michael Murphy 
Chairman, Finance and Personnel Committee 
Common Council, City of Milwaukee   
 
Re: Council File No. 210547, Mayor Barrett’s Stronger Summer Plan 
 
Dear Committee Chairman Murphy, 
 
Members of the Milwaukee Rental Housing Resource Center (MKE RHRC) thank Mayor Tom Barrett for including 
funding for our collaborative initiative under the Mayor’s Stronger Summer Plan, part of the first allocation of 
American Rescue Plan funding. These resources will help Milwaukee continue a strong recovery from the COVID-
19 pandemic, particularly in stabilizing housing, the foundation of community wellness. 
 
In early 2021, nine co-partner organizations launched the MKE RHRC after working together in collaboration 
with a broader group of stakeholders over two years identifying strategies to address Milwaukee’s eviction 
crisis. These included a tenant landlord resource center; expanded access to mediation and legal services; and 
more temporary rent assistance funds. The COVID-19 pandemic accelerated efforts as partners worked together 
to meet the unprecedented needs of impacted renter households and our prior relationships made the effort 
more seamless. 
 
The MKE RHRC developed a website, www.renthelpmke.org, central telephone helpline (414) 895-RENT (7368) 
and email (info@renthelpmke.org) to serve as a virtual clearinghouse for tenants and landlords to connect with 
resources, including legal and mediation services and financial assistance. MKE RHRC triage specialists now field 
over 500 inquiries each week from those with an urgent need for assistance with rent payment and housing 
problems. Co-partners are also focused on developing an eviction diversion framework that gets these resources 
to tenants and landlords sooner. 
 
We are pleased to see that Mayor Barrett proposed $1.2 million to support the Milwaukee Rental Housing 
Resource Center. This investment will provide critical operating support to the MKE RHRC in these early stages, 
providing a strong foundation that will ensure sustainability as co-partners meet increased demand for services. 
The MKE RHRC leverages expertise from many facets of the rental housing system, bringing them together 
under one roof to align resources and capacity while avoiding duplication of effort and resources.  
 
Over the past few months, members of the MKE RHRC have been active in local and national groups focused on 
eviction diversion and prevention. For example, the City of Milwaukee is participating in the National League of 
Cities Eviction Learning Lab cohort, and on July 21, Deb Heffner, Housing Strategy Director and MKE RHRC 
Coordinator, presented information on our effort to a national audience of 2,000 participants at a White House-
sponsored eviction prevention webinar. The City of Milwaukee got some great, favorable attention and our 
unprecedented collaboration serves as an example that organizations that appear to have disparate interests 
can find common ground to serve the community. 
 

http://www.renthelpmke.org/


 

 

MKE RHRC co-partners every day see the economic disparities present in the housing system – disparities which 
have resulted from a legacy of past discrimination and racist practices such as redlining and unequal access to 
jobs and educational opportunities. The plan includes an intentional focus on racial equity and inclusion that is 
an important first step to address the unequal impact of COVID-19 on Milwaukee residents. We strongly 
support using ARPA funds for initiatives that increase housing stability, and expand and enhance safe, affordable 
housing – leading toward a more resilient and healthier city. 
 
Sincerely, 
Milwaukee Rental Housing Resource Center Co-Partners 
 
Apartment Association of Southeastern Wisconsin 
Community Advocates 
Hope House 
IMPACT Inc. 
Legal Aid Society of Milwaukee 
Mediate Wisconsin 
City of Milwaukee Department of Neighborhood Services 
Milwaukee County Division of Housing

The Urban Economic Development Association of Wisconsin, Inc. (UEDA) serves as the MKE RHRC convener. 
 
 
cc:   Members of the Finance and Personnel Committee, City of Milwaukee Common Council 
 Alderwoman Milele Coggs, District 6 
 Alderman Nik Kovac, District 3 
 Alderman Scott Spiker, District 13 
 Alderwoman JoCasta Zamarripa, District 8 
 
 Mayor Tom Barrett, City of Milwaukee 
 President Cavalier Johnson, City of Milwaukee Common Council 





 
 

 
 

July 21, 2021 
 
Alderwoman Milele A. Coggs 
Milwaukee Common Council, District 6 
200 E. Wells St., Rm 205 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 
 
Honorable Alderwoman Coggs: 
 
In reference to resolution CCFN 210547, United Way urges the Common Council to support Mayor Barrett’s 
recommendation to invest $1.8M of Rescue Plan funding into the Milwaukee Right to Counsel (RTC) pilot, as 
part of the Stronger Summer Plan. While we are grateful for the current Milwaukee County funding as supplied 
through resolution 21-506, those dollars afford us the ability to serve only households that include children 
under 18 years of age, and covers those costs for only two of the pilot’s three-year span.  It will not be possible 
for us to implement the full RTC pilot without City of Milwaukee funding for two reasons:  

1. The $1.8M in City of Milwaukee funding is needed for us to increase the scope to ALL households, 

regardless of size & composition, that earn under 200% of the federal poverty guideline. Without this 

funding, we can only serve households with children. By looking at the household compositions of 

clients served by the Eviction Defense Project, we know that this investment by the City of 

Milwaukee will increase the amount of households served by RTC by about 59%.  

2. The $1.8M in City of Milwaukee funding is needed to execute the pilot for all three years, as 

intended. Without this funding, we can only meet the costs of two years of the pilot. 

Milwaukee needs Right to Counsel now, and our pilot launch date is scheduled for September 1, 2021. There 
is an urgency that the Common Council reschedules and adopts CCFN 210547 before the August 2021 recess. 
The success of the project is dependent on the adoption of CCFN 210547. 
 
Milwaukee County Small Claims court data indicates families subject to evictions are predominantly Black and 
Hispanic residents in low-income neighborhoods. About 80% of all evictions in Milwaukee County occur within 
the City of Milwaukee. An evaluation firm, Stout Risius Ross, LLC, has been contracted for three years of 
formative evaluation to supply comprehensive reports and data visualization tools that will allow the City of 
Milwaukee to prove the case that this investment has positive effects on housing stability, particularly for low-
income residents and residents of color.  
 
We know that full legal representation in eviction cases is a highly effective strategy to prevent the trauma of 
homelessness. Data from the Milwaukee Eviction Defense Project shows that 90% of eviction cases are 
dismissed or delayed when a tenant has legal representation, yet less than 3% of Milwaukee tenants can afford 
an attorney. With about 14,000 evictions filed every year, RTC will prevent thousands of evictions, which in turn 
leads to more school stability for children, and better health outcomes for entire households.  
 
We have found when speaking with other communities that have implemented RTC, that landlords who are 
initially apprehensive about the process, become supporters of the work because in working with a represented 
tenant, they are able to get connected to rental arrears more fully and quickly. Having both sides represented 
creates efficiencies for an over-burdened court system, by discouraging frivolous filings where pre-court 
mediation would suffice, and by speeding up proceedings since attorneys are skilled in housing laws and 
resources available to both tenants and landlords. 



 
The $1.8M proposal of funding through Mayor Barrett’s Stronger Summer Plan CCFN 210547 is necessary to 
meet the Right to Counsel’s budgetary needs. RTC is a critical element of racial and housing justice in the City of 
Milwaukee and we urge you to support this funding request.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Amy Linder 
President and CEO 
United Way of Greater Milwaukee & Waukesha County  
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