
M I L W A U K E E  P O L I C E  D E P A R T M E N T

ITEM # 210367: COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
MILWAUKEE POLICE DEPARTMENT AND CERTAIN 
CAR MANUFACTURERS RELATING TO A RECENT 

SIGNIFICANT INCREASE IN VEHICLE THEFT.



OVERALL DATA
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January 1 – December 31, 2010-2020

Offense 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
% Change 

2010-2020

% Change 

2019-2020

Auto

Thefts
4,317 4,547 4,801 4,382 6,654 7,380 6,171 5,450 4,652 3,487 4,512 5% 29%

Offense 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
% Change 

2010-2021

% Change 

2020-2021

Auto

Thefts
1,865 2,222 2,147 1,809 3,162 3,279 3,137 2,654 2,486 1,681 1,753 5,160 177% 194%

January 1 – July 11, 2010-2021

Auto thefts were obtained from the Tiburon Records Management System (RMS) and counts distinct incidents for the time period of January 1, 2005-December 31, 2017. Auto thefts were obtained from 
the DCS Fact table and counts distinct incidents for the time period of January 1, 2018 – July 11, 2021.

If auto thefts 
continue at 
the current 
pace, it is 
estimated 

there will be 
8,416 to 9,244 
auto thefts at 

the end of 
2021.0
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THEFTS BY VEHICLE TYPE
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Top 10 
Vehicle Type

2021
% of 
Total

Kia 1,720 33%

Hyundai 1,714 33%

General Motors 378 7%

Honda 350 7%

Fiat Chrysler 227 4%

Other/Unknown 216 4%

Toyota 198 4%

Ford 172 3%

Nissan 157 3%

Volkswagen 61 1%

Total 5,144 -

Auto thefts were obtained from the DCS Fact table and counts distinct incidents for the time period of January 1, 2019 – July 11, 2021. Vehicle type data was retrieved from InformRMS Reporting and counts distinct 
incidents for the time period of January 1–July 11, 2021. Vehicles may not sum due to more than one vehicle taken in an incident.



THEFTS BY MONTHS
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Auto thefts were obtained from the InformRMS Reporting and counts distinct incidents for the time period of January 1, 2020 – July 11 , 2021. 

Quarter Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4 Total

Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

4,524Auto Thefts 316 292 273 242 234 285 428 420 365 444 508 717

Total 881 761 1,213 1,669

January 1 – December 31, 2020

2020 2021 YTD

Month Kia Hyundai Kia Hyundai

January 10 14 268 242

February 6 18 184 163

March 12 15 241 256

April 6 11 298 299

May 7 5 279 309

June 5 11 312 328

July 8 16 140 118

August 10 10 - -

September 16 23 - -

October 21 56 - -

November 110 99 - -

December 258 148 - -

TOTAL 469 426 1,722 1,715

January 1, 2020 – July 11, 2021
January 1 – June 30, 2021

Quarter Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Total

Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May June

4,778Auto Thefts 792 630 737 824 875 920

Total 2,159 2,619



MPD EFFORTS

• Early December: Four TV interviews regarding uptick in stolen 
KIA/Hyundai vehicles

• End of December/January: Distributed steering wheel locks 
• Courtesy of Milwaukee Police Foundation and Anti-Vehicle Crime 

Association of Wisconsin

• January – March: Participated in several TV interviews at least 
once a month and posted PSAs on social media

• February: District 3 obtained their own donations to provide 
free locks 

• May-July: Direct contact with Hyundai and Kia

• May 6: Distributed steering wheel locks
• Courtesy of the Milwaukee Police Foundation and O’Reilly Auto Parts

• June 14: Distributed steering wheel locks and announced 
launch of TSU billboards
• Courtesy of Interstate Parking

• July 13: Distributed steering wheel locks to all Kia and Hyundai 
drivers
• Courtesy of Kia and Hyundai 5



MPD OUTREACH
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MPD OUTREACH
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MPD OUTREACH

8



MPD OUTREACH
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MPD OUTREACH – KIA AND HYUNDAI

• Eligible for everyone who 

lives, works or goes to 

school in Milwaukee and 

owns a Kia or Hyundai 

without an engine 

immobilizer

• Provided by Kia and 

Hyundai

• Available at all police 

district stations throughout 

2021
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M I L W A U K E E  P O L I C E  D E P A R T M E N T

THANK YOU


