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Overdose deaths in 2020
Milwaukee County



Trends in drug deaths, Milwaukee County, 
2015-2020 
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Overdose deaths by month, 2019 compared 
to 2020
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Overdose deaths by race and Hispanic 
ethnicity

Count Rate per 100,000 persons
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Overdose deaths by sex and race/Hispanic 
ethnicity
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Overdose deaths by age category (years)
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Overdose deaths by age, sex and 
race/Hispanic ethnicity*

Females Males

*Restricted to groups where the age category includes 5 or more individuals. Hispanic males 60+ <5.

50-59, 33%

30-39, 27%
50-59, 26%

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

<30 30-39 40-49 50-59 60+

Black White

50-59, 33%
30-39, 34%

50-59, 29%

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

<30 30-39 40-49 50-59 60+

Black White Hispanic



Overdose deaths by city where incident 
occurred
City Count

Brown Deer <5

Cudahy 9

Fox Point <5

Franklin 7

Glendale <5

Greenfield 14

Hales Corners <5

Milwaukee 410

City Count

Oak Creek 12

Saint Francis <5

Shorewood <5

South Milwaukee 8

Wauwatosa 10

West Allis 39

West Milwaukee 7

*Not listed = 8



Overdose deaths by zip code
Incident zip code Resident zip code

In 75% of fatalities, 
the individual lived in the 
same zip code where the 
fatal overdose was 
sustained.

6% of individuals did not 
reside Milwaukee County. 
Their resident zip codes are 
not shown here.
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Background
• 3-year, grant funded project through federal 

Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) 

• Comprehensive Opioid, Stimulant, and Substance 
Abuse Program (COSSAP)

• County-level through Medical Examiner’s Office

• Focus on preventing overdoses and fatal 
overdoses in particular

• Critical with over 540 fatal overdoses in 2020

• Bringing multi-disciplinary partners together



Milwaukee County OD-PHAST Aims

Connect Connect families impacted by overdose, particularly children, to services to 
mitigate the impact of the trauma experienced.

Enrich Enrich understanding of fatal overdose risk factors through expanded next of kin 
interviews.

Increase Increase capacity to deliver timely toxicology findings to public health and public 
safety partners.

Utilize
Utilize both aggregate data and insights from case reviews (OFR) to develop and 
implement strategies and recommendations for changes to reduce the likelihood 
of future overdose incidents.

Expand Expand the delivery and analysis of near real-time data between multiple public 
health and public safety partners.



OD-PHAST Composition

Overdose Fatality Review (OFR) Team 
Multi-disciplinary, in-depth review of 
individual fatalities to identify gaps in 

service or barriers to care

Data Strategy Team (DST) 
Multi-disciplinary, analysis of near 

real-time aggregate data to identify 
trends in overdose and substance 
use disorder care and treatment

Shared Goal
Develop and 
implement 

recommendations 
to prevent future 

overdoses



OD-PHAST Capacity Building

Expand the role of our 
Community Resource 
Dispatcher to include 
interviews with next of kin

1
Add a toxicology staff 
member at the ME Office 
to increase capacity to 
deliver timely toxicology 
findings

2
Connect with the 
Milwaukee Community 
Justice Council’s Executive 
Team to expand capacity 
for recommendation 
implementation

3



Guiding Principles

Overdoses are preventable

Source: Public Health and Safety Teams (PHAST) Toolkit, CDC Foundation
https://www.cdcfoundation.org/sites/default/files/files/PHAST_Web_Toolkit_Pilot_Version_2.0_For_Dissemination.pdf



Source: Public Health and Safety Teams (PHAST) Toolkit webinar, CDC Foundation



Milwaukee County 
OD-PHAST 
Overview

Questions or 
Comments?
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