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Re: MCO 304-21 and Couture Agreement; File 201365

Dear Council President and City Clerk:

Under MCO 304-21, no agreement with a consideration over $25,000 shall be approved by the Common
Council, nor be signed by any City Officer, nor by anyone else authorized by the Council, until and unless
the City Attorney has first approved the provisions of the agreement and that City Attorney approval
appears on the face of the agreement itself.

I, as City Attorney, have informed the Council President and Clerk that the City Attorney is not signing
the Couture agreement "approved" by the Council in File 201365. However, per MCO 304-21, the

Council could not have "approved" the agreement because the City Attorney's Office has not approved it.

We understand that the Council is waiting for the Mayor to sign the agreement, but no City Officer may
sign it if it has not been first approved by the City Attorney.

Consequently, with the $100,000 contribution requirement in Section 13.4 of the agreement (added by the
Alderman Bauman motion and concerning which the City Attorney is now going to seek guidance from
the City Ethics Board), there is, and can be, no signature; and there should not have been Council
approval, all per MCO 304-21.

Thank you.

Very truly yours,

Electronically signed by

TEARMAN SPENCER
City Attorney

TS/cdr

c: Mayor Tom Barrett /273735
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