Equity
Impact
Statement

1. Describe the proposed ordinance or resolution.

This is the annual grant renewal for the Newborn Hearing Program under the Maternal and Child
Health Division of the Milwaukee Health Department (MHD). This grant is through the Wisconsin
Division of Public Health and the grant cycle runs from January 1st through December 31st each
year. The purpose of the Newborn Hearing Screening Program is to screen every infant born in
Southeastern Wisconsin for hearing loss and to ensure that every child identified with hearing loss
has access to timely and appropriate diagnostic and intervention services.

2. Identify the anticipated equity impacts, if any, of
this proposal.

This grant would achieve various positive impacts. While infants are often covered by insurance,
accessing and navigating proper medical care is often difficult for families. MHD’s role is to work
with any infant in Southeastern Wisconsin who requires repeat hearing screening, and ensure they
receive appropriate care. The major activity of this grant is to assist families in accessing medical
care for follow-up tests, assuring appropriate medical follow-up for affected infants, and establishing
a medical home for ongoing care. In addition, this program provides education to clients and
professionals about newborn screening and repeat testing. The Newborn Hearing program also
aims to improve the health of children through hearing screening case management, reduce infant
mortality by educating families on safe sleep practices and referring to Cribs for Kids as needed and
insures that all children entering school are physically and mentally capable of satisfactory
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3. Identify which minority groups, if any, may be
negatively or positively impacted by the proposal.

Newborn Hearing services are offered to all ethnicities, races, genders, sexual identities, legal
statuses, languages and disabilities and can accommodate language, socioeconomic, housing,
transportation needs as the services are built to support families; therefore all southeastern
Wisconsin families will be positively impacted through these services as mentioned in question #2.
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4. Describe any engagement efforts with minority
communities potentially impacted by the proposal.

While Newborn Hearing services can be provided to all Southeastern WI families, infants are case
managed only upon referrals from Wisconsin Sounds Beginings. Most recently, The Newborn
Hearing Program developed a collaboration with Children's Wisconsin Audiology Program in order
to ensure that infants have increased access to specialty care and a decrease in infants lost to
follow up. The Newborn Hearing Program Coordinator attends community events to educate
Milwaukee families on the importance of Newborn hearing screening and follow up services as well
as establishing a primary care provider.

5. Describe how any anticipated equity impacts of the
proposal will be documented or evaluated.

This program serves as a safety net, monitoring data, providing support services through screening
and early intervention. The Milwaukee Health Department tracks the number of infants who
receive hearing screening, have a healthcare provider, are diagnosed with hearing loss and
referred to early intervention, lost to follow up and the number of infants case managed to receive a
timely hearing diagnosis and early intervention services.

All data and incoming referrals from Wisconsin Sound Beginnings are tracked and documented in
the Milwaukee Health Department FCH Dashboard on a monthly basis.

Wisconsin Sound Beginnings is the State’s Early Hearing Detection and Intervention (EHDI)
program monitors, manages and measures Wisconsin's hearing screening, loss-to-follow-up,

6. Describe strategies that will be used, if any, to

mitigate any anticipated equity impacts.
The Newborn Hearing program coordinator case manages all incoming referrals and assesses and
monitors infants needs for hearing screening and or related follow up. Troubleshooting the need to
establish a medical home, insurance needs, and outreaching for other resources that meet the
families needs is also a way in which the program positively impacts equity.

The Program coordinator will ensure to use language line, in house interpreters, and educational
materials in the client's language.

Collaboration with medical providers, specialty care providers, and families is will occur on a
continuous basis until the infant has completed screening follow up care or all communication and
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