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1432 West Forest Home 

Avenue 
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State of Libraries at end of World War II 

433 East Locust 
5235 N. 35th 

Central Library 

Llewellyn Library 

South Library 

Most libraries were in rented quarters 

through the first half of the 20th 

century 
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Significance (e-1)  

Part of Master Plan 1957/1961 to 

build new Neighborhood Libraries 

Atkinson Library 1961  

Capitol Library 1964 

East Library 1968 Razed, now 

in new development  

Zablocki Library 1963 

Select Group of new libraries 

reflect philosophy of flexible, open 

and democratic design and space  
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Tippecanoe Library 1969/2015 

Mill Road Library  1970  

Closed.  Now at Good Hope  

Martin Luther King Library1971 

Slated for replacement with new mixed 

use building 

North Milwaukee/Villard 1968 

Closed. Now Villard Square 
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Significance (e-5) Architecture 

Midcentury Modern 

Not a style but approach 

Functional 

Flat Roof 

New ways of fenestration 

Concrete 

New Materials (Cor-Ten) 

Integration of interior and 

exterior 
AIA Honor Award 1967, one of three 

out of 56 entrants 
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Permit dated March 23, 1966 showing architect and contractor 
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Von Grossmann graduated from Harvard with a Masters in 

Architecture in 1932, the height of the Great Depression.   

He served as State Architect for the Civil Works Administration in 

Pierre, South Dakota  

He worked as Regional Architect of the US Department of 

Agriculture Resettlement Administration in Lincoln, Nebraska. 

 

He relocated to Wisconsin, was licensed to practice architecture 

in 1939 and opened his own practice.   Charles Burroughs was 

added to the firm in 1946 and Robert Van Lanen was added in 

1949.    
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Significance (e-6) Architect 

Fritz Von Grossmann among top 

Milwaukee  architects of his time 
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In the 1970 AIA Directory Von 

Grossmann lists Forest Home 

Library as award winning by U.S. 

Steel Construction .   

Reference to the Allis Chalmers office 1957 below 
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Designed the Kohl’s supermarket that became icon of 

the chain 

First prototype designed 1951 

Significance (e-6) Architect 

Fritz Von Grossmann and his firm designed a 

variety of buildings over the years 

His interest in concrete goes back to the 

Vriesman House (1940) an example of an all-

concrete house, the first all-concrete house built 

in the Milwaukee area 

Hopkins Savings & Loan 7901 W. Burleigh (1954) 
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State Masonic Headquarters 1123 N. Astor  (1956) 

Significance (e-6) Architect 

Bolton Hall UW-Milwaukee (1964) 

Covenant Lutheran 8121 W. Hope Ave. (1961) 
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Missouri Synod Office 8100 West Capitol Drive (1961)  

Won AIA Honor Award 1963 
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Office Building (1959) Before and Today  

711 W. Capitol Drive 

Equitable Life Insurance 1701 

W. Wisconsin (1955) Before and 

Today 

Von Grossmann’s work being altered as are 

many Mid-Century modern buildings.  
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Blue Cross of Wisconsin 4115 N. Teutonia 

(1956) Eschweiler and Eschweiler 
Cutler Hammer Research  & Office 

4201 N. 27th Street (1963) 

Eschweiler & Eschweiler 

St. Matthias Church 9306 W. Beloit Rd. 

(1965) Darby-Bogner  
American Red Cross 2600 W. Wisconsin Ave. (1960) Ebling. 

Plunkett, Keymar Spandrels now altered 

Other 

architects 

practicing  

in the same 

decades 
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Bay View YMCA 1320 E. Oklahoma (1956) 

Grassold & Johnson 

M & I Bank 770 N. Water (1968) Grassold 

& Johnson  

Washington Park Senior Center (1968) Grellinger & Rose 

Continental Savings Bank 1920 E. North Ave. 

(1964) Herbst, Jacoby & Herbst 

Other 

architects from 

the same 

decades  
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1956 December 2nd 

Milwaukee Journal 

Von Grossmann sold his 

interest in his firm in 1965 

to continue as staff architect 

as well as develop a side 

field of programing and 

planning for universities 

and community centers.   

Burroughs and Van Lanen 

joined another firm to 

become Architecture 360 in 

1976.   

1965 August 29, Milwaukee Journal 
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Significance (e-7) Use of new materials in new ways 

 

 

• Cor-Ten steel first used in architecture in 1964, three 

articles in local press about its use on library 

• Extended beams create pergolas 

• Concrete applied as monolithic blocks  

• Structure used as design element 
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Milwaukee Journal January 16, 1966 
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Eero Saarinen’s John Deere 

Headquarters 1964 

First use of Cor-Ten in an architectural 

application 
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Eero Saarinen’s J. Irwin Miller House 1957 

Von Grossmann is looking at other major 

architects and how they are handling 

materials and form.   
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American Institute of Steel 

Construction Award 1967, one of 

12 recipients 
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Wisconsin Chapter A.I.A. Honor Award 1967 

Forest Home Library one of three recipients  

Ad Architectural 

Forum September 

1968 
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Mid-Century Modern, even Moderne 

not represented in our list of 

designated properties but for 2 

examples. 

 

Finney Library  

1952-1954 Grassold and Johnson  

in Sherman Boulevard Historic District 

Copeland Service Station 

4924 West Roosevelt Drive 

1938 Urban Peacock & A. 

C. Runzler 
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Why did an application 

for Historic Designation 

come in now?  
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Forest Home Library 

interiors and at night 
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