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November 27, 2020

Milwaukee Historic Preservation Commission, Office of the City Clerk
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
RE: Forest Home Library Historic Designation

To the Honorable Chair and Commissioners,

Docomomo US Chicago/Midwest strongly supports the historic designation of the Forest Home 
Library. This letter of support follows our previous letter sent on October 30, 2020. Since that initial 
response, we have made further visits to the site, had additional discussions with both local and 
national professionals and peers, as well as community advocates - all showing unanimous 
support for its designation.

As we have previously stated, the building is a significant reminder of the City’s post-WWII library 
expansion campaign, and it is a strikingly well-preserved example of Modern design, 
exemplifying the post-WWII cultural and historic heritage of the Milwaukee Public Library system. 
It is also distinct amongst these libraries, well-appreciated and published at the time of its 
construction, and uniquely in original condition, both exterior and interior, for which in the 
context of Milwaukee libraries, is rare. The historic report supports all these claims.

Many examples of local mid-century modern branch library buildings have been recently 
designated in several cities throughout the country such as Grosse Pointe Public Library in Grosse 
Pointe Farms, MI, (1953, Marcel Breuer), whose fate was also threatened before designation. 
Other sites outside the Midwest include successful adaptive reuse examples such as Ben West 
Library – (Nashville, TN, 1965 Taylor and Crabtree) being built only a year earlier than Forest 
Home, it was saved by a historic designation and was so architecturally significant it was 
repurposed by an architecture firm.

Several important buildings of this period are sited in in urban business districts and are 
supportive of transit-oriented development. Often historically undervalued, these buildings are 
frequently overlooked by developers as they do not perceive a late 1960s building as historic, 
and thus a viable candidate for tax credits or understand the importance to the communities 
themselves, many of which are economically challenged. Following this context, we are of the 
understanding that no comprehensive official survey of mid-century buildings has been 
conducted to date in Milwaukee and many similar mid-century works have been demolished or 
significantly altered as their unique design solutions have not been sufficiently appreciated. 
Forest Home should be and needs to be a step towards preserving the character of significant 
buildings from the modern era, especially those areas in need of community assets.

We urge the Commission to grant historic designation to the Forest Home Library following the 
fruitful November 2020 evaluation report of the library, whose stated criteria of significance 
further and clearly validates it as one of Milwaukee’s most distinctive high-style Modernist 
buildings. 

Sincerely,
Craig Brandt, AIA, AFAAR
Chapter Vice-Chair
Chair, Advocacy Committee
Docomomo US/Chicago-Midwest 
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