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Property 144 E. WELLS ST.     Pabst Theater 

Description of work Erect two double-sided movie theater type blade signs on each street elevation. Each sign is 

roughly 7' x 27'. 

Date issued 3/5/2020 PTS ID 114901  COA: 2 PROJECTING SIGNS 

 
In accordance with the provisions of Section 320-21 (11) and (12) of the Milwaukee Code of Ordinances, the Milwaukee Historic Preservation 

Commission has issued a certificate of appropriateness for the work listed above.  The work was found to be consistent with preservation guidelines.  

The following conditions apply to this certificate of appropriateness: 

 

Mounting posts shall be drilled into mortar joints only and not into the face of any brick or stone. Any surface-mounted electrical conduit 

shall be painted to match surrounding building material. 
 

All work must be done in a craftsman-like manner, and must be completed within one year of the date this certificate was issued.  Staff must approve 

any changes or additions to this certificate before work begins. Work that is not completed in accordance with this certificate may be subject to 

correction orders or citations.  If you require technical assistance, please contact Dean Doerrfeld of the Historic Preservation staff as follows:  Phone: 

(414) 286-5712 E-mail: Dean.Doerrfeld@milwaukee.gov. 

 

If permits are required, you are responsible for obtaining them from the Milwaukee Development Center.  If you have questions about permit 

requirements, please consult the Development Center’s web site, www.milwaukee.gov/build, or call (414) 286-8210. 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

                   City of Milwaukee Historic Preservation Staff 

Copies to: Development Center,  Ald. Robert Bauman, Contractor 

Two oversize pages follow 
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	histname: Pabst Theater
	propaddr: 144 E Wells St, Milwaukee, WI 53202
	ownname: Pabst Theater Foundation, Inc.
	ownaddr: 144 E Wells Street
	owncity: Milwaukee
	ownstate: WI
	ownzip: 53202
	ownemail: jgierl@ptglive.com
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	existdescr: Fabrication and installation of (2) 27' tall, double-faced, illuminated blade signs that have "PABST" as the copy on face of sign. These signs are being designed with a historic and retro feel, while using LED illumination. There was a sign of similar nature on the theater (see attached photos) that was installed in 1928 (during first building renovation) and removed in 1975 (during second building renovation). The front of the building was refaced during the renovation in the late 1970's. 

The "PABST" copy is being done with open-faced individual channel letters that have exposed LED bulbs inside of the letter. Additionally, there is a border of three rows of LED bulbs that surround all copy and logos. Both of these sets of exposed LED bulbs will be on a chaser/scrolling circuit to further respect the historic nature of the signs. One sign will be installed along Wells Street (similar to original sign that was installed in 1928) and the other sign will be installed along Water Street on the refaced facade. 
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