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Climate Goals with Limited 

Financial Resources

 25% by 2025 Renewable Energy Goal

 City-County Task Force on Climate and Economic Equity 

established 40% community wide carbon reduction goal by 2030



Utility Scale Solar

• City needs approximately 15 MW of renewable energy to 

meet 25% by 2025 goal for municipal electric use only

• Rooftop solar alone won’t get it done

• Utility collaboration is fastest path toward tackling 

climate change



Landfill Solar Summary

 Largest solar project in the City of Milwaukee, covering 8 acres with 7,280 solar panels; 2.25 MW. 

 Costs the City nothing to build or maintain

 Documented progress toward the City’s renewable energy goals and keeps about 15 rail cars of coal 
from being burned every year. 

 Generates approximately $90,000 per year in revenue for the City that could support additional climate 
action. 

 Provides grid resilience to the adjacent 128 Air National Guard and can act as an emergency recovery 
asset in the event of a regional grid failure

 Approved by the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin through the We Energies Solar Now tariff

 Gives the City valuable experience in large scale solar projects



Location: 1600 E College Ave

Solar

128th Air Refueling 

Wing



Land Selection

 ECO and DCD considered multiple sites for the proposed solar project

 Site is a closed landfill that is not suitable for development

 Secure fencing

 Keeps rooftops open for future city-owned solar

 The solar panels will be weighted down with concrete ballasts and rest on 
top of the clay cap.  About 32 acres remain for future solar development.

 No objections to the project from General Mitchell Airport

 Site is directly adjacent to 128th Air Refueling Wing of the Air National Guard 
and solar supports grid resilience and national security





Process

 The resolution allows We Energies to conduct final engineering of the project 

and work for DNR and FAA approvals and finalize site access with Air National 

Guard for construction and grid connections

 Appropriate City Officials can execute the lease agreements once above 

approvals are in hand

 Lease revenues are intended to support additional climate action



Lease Revenues

 Lease payment is based on MISO (regional grid operator’s) value of solar and is 
approved by PSC tariff. It is not a fixed annual amount. 

 $90,000 lease revenue in year 1

 Future year lease payments are based on actual solar production and capacity 
accreditation formula, which is subject to change.

 Negotiated clause that allows says: “If the tariff authorizing the “Solar Now” Solar 
PV System Hosting Pilot Program is revised to provide a greater monthly payment 
to customers than provided in this Agreement, then the Lease Payment shall be 
amended to reflect the increased monthly payment available to other customers

 City is paying nothing for the system, so revenues that come in less than projected 
do not jeopardize repayment of the system. 

 Revenues are intended to support additional climate action projects, such as 
additional rooftop solar or energy efficiency projects. 



Community Support

 Air National Guard’s 128th Refueling Wing 

 Clean Wisconsin

 Milwaukee Equity and Climate Alliance

 NAACP Milwaukee Branch

 League of Women Voters of Milwaukee County

 350 Milwaukee

 Marquette Students for an Environmentally Active Campus

 128th Community Council


