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Approach and Process of the Study 
1. Education: Attended informational meetings, consulted resources, and 

connected with experts and regulators 
2. Defined Research Parameters : Conducted an analysis of growing 

industrial hemp for seed, fiber, and clones at Century City. 
• Considered three scenarios – 1) outdoor growing 2) indoor growing 3) indoor 

hemp/CBD oil production 
• Assumed land would be sold to private entity who would undertake an industrial 

hemp operation  
3. Researched the Regulatory Environment: Examined federal, state, and 

local regulations that have been approved, pending, and proposed 
4. Assessed Site Specific Conditions: Redevelopment Plan, zoning, 

employment opportunities, TIF repayment, and other factors 
5. Researched Urban Agriculture Sites: Assessed the size, scale, 

employment opportunities, and business models for other sites in the 
City of Milwaukee 

 
 
 



Conclusions Table 
High risk and potentially high reward 
 
All three scenarios have high risks, given 
the shifting regulatory environment 
across multiple levels of 
government and the reluctance of 
conventional financial institutions to 
invest in the industry.  
 
Risk is also posed by the crop itself, in 
that any hemp crop that fails laboratory 
tests mandating a maximum 
level of 0.3% THC must be destroyed.  
 



Recommendations  

1. If a proposal is submitted, discuss the possibility of a hemp processing 
use with community members  

2. If a proposal is submitted, conduct additional analysis to assist 
policymakers in determining whether such a land sale would be in the 
best interest of the City  

3. If a proposal is submitted, thoroughly vet the ability of a proposed 
development to repay the TIF  

4. If a proposal is submitted, ensure the Century City Business Park meets 
its job creation potential 

5. Examine the City’s zoning ordinance to determine if any changes are 
required for industrial hemp-related uses   

6. City officials should advocate for legislation that protects and benefits 
city residents 
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