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Coughlin House 5027 West North Avenue
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Bryan Coughlin received the warranty deed to these 50 

acres in 1869.  The square denotes a building.  This map is 

from the 1876 Historical Atlas of Milwaukee County.
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The intersection of Lisbon & North in upper right.   
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Ad July 1892 for lots 

in one of the many 

new subdivisions
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The location of the Coughlin farm about 1910 in red
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Map 1910-1937

The Coughlin 

house is here. 

Old house 

number was 

5023 North 

Avenue
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Summary of Bryan Coughlin Family

Bryan Coughlin (born c. 1817 Ireland-died September 17, 1887)

to USA September 27, 1851

Mary Coughlin, wife (born c. 1828/1830-died December 27, 1893)

Mary Coughlin, daughter (born c. 1858-died January 19, 1935)

William Coughlin, son (born 1862-died September 16, 1929)

William Coughlin’s Family

Mary Schmitt, wife (born 1880-died September 20, 1960)

Loretta Coughlin, daughter, later Peever (born c.1903-died February 28, 

1991)

Bryan A. Coughlin, son (born c. 1904-died March 12, 1926)

William E. Coughlin, son (born c. 1906-died February 23, 1970) 



10

This ad is from the 1916 City Directory.  

Directories list him as a concrete 

contractor from 1911 through 1922, 

after his farm land had been sold off.

William Coughlin also dabbled in real 

estate with references to various lots 

being bought and sold over the years.  

Here it looks as if he built the bungalow 

on spec, in the block immediately south 

of the homestead.  May 12, 1918 

Milwaukee Journal
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May 2, 1926 Milwaukee Journal article

Showing Loretta Coughlin
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After William’s death in 1929 and spinster Aunt Mary died in 1925, 

William’s widow and daughter Loretta moved next door on 1937.

Jerrold Peever then moved to the premises in 1947 and bought on 

land contract from the Coughlin's May 7, 1940, receiving the 

warranty deed to the property May 26, 1945.  He lived there with his 

wife Jeannette on the second floor and also ran his business, Jerine

Inc. out of the first floor.  
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Jerine was a cosmetics and Perfume company and Jerrold Peever

manufactured product in the former kitchen.
1941 Ad 1942 Ad

These two ads are undated
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Jerrold Peever occupied the premises until 1966 when he moved to Port 

Washington and married Loretta Coughlin.  He died September 6, 1978 

and Loretta died February 28, 1991.   It is unclear if the building was vacant 

or still manufacturing cosmetics and perfume through 1979 as the city 

directories suggest. Peever was said to still be president at the time of his 

death

Later owners included:

Anthony Harvey (July 1979-Sheriff sale 1994) converted building to duplex

Richard Herzfeld (October 1994, Washington Heights Executive Center-

2007

Hi-Mount Properties, Thad Nation and partner (2007-January 2014)

Thad Nation (2014 to present) 
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The Coughlin House is an example of Free Classic Queen Anne
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The garage was built in 1911 

by William Coughlin



 Staff recommends that the Coughlin House be given 

permanent historic designation as a City of Milwaukee 

Historic Site as a result of its fulfillment of criteria e-5 and e-

9 of the Historic Preservation Ordinance, Section 320-21(3) 

of the Milwaukee Code of Ordinances.

 E-5-Its embodiment of the distinguishing characteristics of 

an architectural type or specimen

 E-9-Its unique location as a singular physical characteristic 

which represents an established and familiar visual feature 

of a neighborhood, community or the city 

2/11/2020
25


