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G A R A G E
A D D I T I O N

P R O P O S A L



BASEMENT WINDOW

REPLACEMENT

Back of house windows, from non-

existent to block glass. 

GARAGE

In line with the original design.

I T E M S
P R O P O S E D

COSMETIC UPDATE ON BRICK

Color unsure yet, but wish to

paint/sandblast to original color.



A B O U T  U S .

MY  FAM I LY
 A few years ago, I worked at an elementary school on 31st and State, in the Concordia Neighborhood. 

 Since then, I had wanted to move from Waukesha into the city.  This was made possible when my son

got his drivers license, and we moved into Milwaukee a little over one year ago.  My son, Zander, is 18 and

attends Carmen Northwest High School, where I work.  My daughter, Abby, is 15, and she is a sophomore

at Waukesha South.  I helped raise a young man the last 12 years, as well.   His name is Ode, and he's 27

and was signed by the UFC (Ultimate Fighting Championships) this summer, and is one of the higher

profile professional athletes from Wisconsin.  I am a veteran educator, teaching US History at Carmen

High School in Milwaukee, and am the Head Wrestling Coach for the Milwaukee Marshall/Carmen

Northwest combined team.  I also instruct and coach professional fighters at Pura Vida MMA, which is

located in Walker's Point.

 

I wanted my kids to experience urban life, and found the house at 2903 W McKinley Boulevard, after

working for almost two years to locate a place.  After a long process, we closed last year on October 5th.  I

was well familiar with the history of the area, and have great appreciation for it. I hold a degree in History

from Carroll University in Waukesha, and fell in love with this home quickly.  The interior was largely

finished, but the exterior and mechanicals were lagging behind.  

 

Currently, I have a high-efficiency furnace being installed on Wednesday, and am preparing to have

insulation blown in before winter.  I have the funds right now to build a garage without taking out a loan,

so long as it isn't terribly expensive.  The building of the garage has become more of a priority in recent

months, as we had a lawn mower and a snow blower stolen from our yard and front porch.  We have a

security system coming on November 9th, but need some storage for basic items to help maintain the

property.   



WINDOWS

Non -E x i s t e n t  t o  B l o c k  G l a s s

Pictures of the current situation at the home are included here.  There is plywood over two of the

windows, and it is decomposing.  While the windows are currently slightly visible from the street, they

would not be with the addition of the garage.  Without the garage, the visibility is low from the side-

street, as it is in the back of the house. 

Current laundry hookups are near these windows, and the temperature in the winter reaches point where

water in the laundry hoses freezes.  It is my hope that the block glass will keep this area secure for safety

purposes, as well as prevent it from getting so cold in the winter.  

EXTERIOR  VIEW

INTERIOR  VIEW



BR ICK

Co l o r   F l e x i b l e

I spent extensive time this summer at the Public Library and the Historic Preservation Office, and the

Historical Society of Milwaukee, trying to locate original designs for my home.  We were not successful. 

 One of my desires was to find an original picture of the home.  I never did locate one dated earlier than

1986.  I eventually located a picture of the 2nd garage on the property, but it was essentially a shack.  I did

locate original plans for the garage that was build around 1910.  None of it helped me determine what the

original color of the brick was.  

 

Ideally, I'd like to sandblast the bricks to be their cream color, but am open to red, green, or any color that

went with the home when it was constructed.  

I moved into the area due in large part to the historic nature of the neighborhood, and

want to retain as much originality of the home as possible.  We've been flustered by the

inability to locate pictures or any other info on the home, outside of the garage design. 

 Any assistance available in that venture is much appreciated.  

 

We would do the bricks uniform around the perimeter of the house.  The west side of the

home is not visible by anyone but the neighbors, but we would do that as well, once we

know what is acceptable and what is not.

GUIDANCE  WELCOMED



G A R A G E

The location of the garage is the

biggest question.  The driveway is fairly

narrow, but should be a workable

space.  The original garage was large,

and we are unsure if it was attached. 

 The doorway to the back entrance of

the home extends out a short ways. 

 Ideally, we'd like only that base to be

connected.  If that is not possible, the

back wall of the garage could

potentially come forward to just east

of the back entrance.  Guidance and

direction are needed because of the

shape of the driveway.  

The garage, and the window work, would be handled by a

contractor I've known for several years.  His name is

Cavoche Swaims, and he owns C.T. Swaims Construction

and Remodeling.  His number is 414-499-0678. His base

location is 7231 W Fiebrantz, in Milwaukee.  I specifically

wanted to locate a minority contractor, and have known

him for several years.  I trust him to do the work correctly

to meet my needs and your wishes.

 

 

The garage door as proposed is listed below, but am

happy to obtain one that meets specifics.  I am unsure of

what the cosmetic specifics are.  .   

 

OVERHEAD DOOR Company

Model 304

Green/White

16'x7'

BUILDER

DOOR

LOCAT ION



G A R A G E

I've been unable to determine if the current colors and exterior of the home are as they were when

originally built in 1906.  Without additional information, we'd match the design to fit the current color

scheme and format of the exterior of the home with dark brown above the garage door, with green trim to

match the home and gray to match the stucco color.  We'd match window trim and green accent colors

with the garage door.  

In the response I received from the city, I was told to include a survey, but am unfamiliar with that process

and what has been done already.  A friend with ties to inspections suggested that there may have been

one done already.   I do not know where to seek out that information.  

ORIG INAL  DESIGN  PLANS



PROPOSED  PLAN

With distinct parameters, size can be adjusted.  

G A R A G E
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PROPOSED  PLAN

With distinct parameters, size can be adjusted.  

G A R A G E



PROPOSED  PLAN

With distinct parameters, size can be adjusted.  

G A R A G E



Exterior:

We would eliminate the vinyl, and

use Cedar Shake shingles (brown)

for the front of the garage.  We

would use gray stucco on the front

as well.   This would match the

home.  Trim would be green, as

would the downspouts.  

 

Ideally, we'd like to have the wall of

the garage abutting the short

stretch of wall on the back SW

corner of the home.  If not, size

would be altered to fit the 5'

requirement from the house. 

 

We would eliminate the window in

the abutting wall and install a 20-

minute fire rated door and frame

"fire door" and drywall the Interior

garage wall with 5/8" Type-X

sheetrock to provide the required

fire separation.

 

If easement is a problem, we would

like to know the parameters and

process to request a variance. 

 

We would have a pair of carriage

lights, suggested picture shown

below, but would make them

match the ones on the front of the

house.  Suggested picture below.

 

 

 

 

 

ADJUSTMENTS
G A R A G E

I understand that we are lacking some information today to get formal approval, but am requesting some

formal help with this process.  I'm a single dad with two kids, and work three jobs.  I have the finances to run

with this right now, but am in desperate need of guidance with the process.  I've never been a part of

anything like this before.  

 


