
 
November 24, 2009       

 

Via Email Only (rleonh@milwaukee.gov) 

Office of the City Clerk 

City Clerk Ronald D. Leonhardt 

City Hall 

200 East Wells Street, Room 205 

Milwaukee, WI  53202 

 

Re: Jerseys Sports Pub & Grill and 4014 Lounge – 4014-4024 S. Howell Avenue 

 Objections  

 

Dear City Clerk Leonhardt, 

 

Our office is Counsel to Competitive Ventures, LLC d/b/a Jerseys Sports Pub & Grill and 4014 

Lounge (“Jerseys”).  On November 17, 2009, the Licenses Committee met to consider the 

renewal of the Class B Tavern, Tavern Dance, and Video Game Center licenses for Jerseys and 

its agent, Christina Elliott.  The Committee voted to recommend that Jerseys’ license be 

renewed, but with a 45-day suspension based upon incidents recounted in the police report and 

neighborhood objections. 

 

This letter serves as my client’s written objection to the ”Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 

Law” and recommendation of the Licenses Committee (“Committee”).  The specific objections 

are as follows: 

 

1. The Committee has failed to adopt Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law as 

required by § 125.12(2)(b)(3), Wis. Stats., and § 90-11-2-c2, Milwaukee Code of 

Ordinances. 

 

Paragraph 5 of the “Findings of Fact” (contained on page 2), states that “Based 

upon the sworn testimony heard and the evidence received, the Committee 

makes the following findings of fact” [emphasis added].  Jerseys objects to this 

statement, as the Committee has never adopted these findings.  Because the 

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law were never adopted by the Committee, 

it would be more properly characterized as the City Attorney’s proposed Findings 

of Fact and Conclusions of Law. 

 

2. Jerseys generally objects to the summarization of testimony of the neighborhood 

objectors who appeared and testified at the Committee hearing on November 17, 

2009. 
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3. The City of Milwaukee’s treatment of Pizza Shuttle at its license renewal hearing 

held almost one year ago, demonstrates that Jerseys’ Equal Protection rights as 

guaranteed under the United States Constitution were violated.    

 

In January 2009, the Committee held a hearing to consider the renewal of Pizza 

Shuttle, 1827 N. Farwell Avenue.  Pizza Shuttle had an extensive police report.  

Attached to this letter is a copy of Pizza Shuttle’s police report.  Pizza Shuttle’s 

report contained a total of 26 items, including 25 from 2008.  In addition, Pizza 

Shuttle’s CADS reports, obtained through the MPD, show that there were 

approximately 100 police calls related to the establishment between November 

2007 and January 2009.  There are numerous incidents in the Pizza Shuttle report 

that presented valid cause for concern.  For example, the report recounted 

numerous fight complaints, numerous issues with guns, complaints of loud music 

from cars, cars being used to block traffic, disorderly patrons, and drugs.  In fact, 

incident No. 24 on Pizza Shuttle’s police report required the MPD to be on scene 

for almost two hours, involved multiple fights and also involved hundreds of 

patrons who were spectators and encouraged the fighting.  The last incident on the 

Pizza Shuttle police report occurred approximately three months prior to its 

hearing before the Committee, while Jersey’s last incident of the four on its 

report, occurred approximately four months prior to its Committee hearing.   

 

In stark contrast to the Committee’s handling of Jersey’s renewal, Pizza Shuttle 

was renewed with only a warning letter.  This disparate treatment of the two 

establishments finds no support in the hearing record, and is clearly a violation of 

Jerseys’ rights of Equal Protection under the law. 

 

In summary, Jerseys objects to the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law.  In violation of § 

125.12(2)(b)(3), Wis. Stats., and § 90-11-2-c2, Milwaukee Code of  Ordinances, the Licenses 

Committee has never adopted the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law.  The reasons relied 

upon for the 45-day suspension are unjust and not substantiated by any reliable evidence.  

Finally, Jersey’s right to Equal Protection was violated as evidenced by the contrasting 

disposition of Pizza Shuttle in its renewal hearing almost one year ago in which Pizza Shuttle 

had more than six times the number of incidents with its most recent incident occurring closer to 

its Committee hearing than Jerseys’, yet only received a warning letter in comparison to Jerseys’ 

45-day suspension. 

 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

 
Michael S. Maistelman 

Attorney at Law 

 

Enc. 
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Cc: Christina Elliott 

Members of the City of Milwaukee Common Council (via email w/enclosures) 










	Jerseys - Objection Letter.pdf
	Jerseys - Enclosure - Pizza Shuttle Police Report.pdf

