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Re:  Proposed Resolution Authorizing an Offer of Judgment in
Sterling D. Brown v. City of Milwaukee, et al.,
Case No. 18-C-0922

Dear Council Members:

Enclosed please find a proposed resolution. We ask that it be introduced and referred to
the Committee on Judiciary and Legislation with the following recommendation. '

Sterling Brown has filed a lawsuit seeking an unspecified amount of damages arising
from the conduct by Milwaukee police officers during an incident that occurred on
January 26, 2018 in a pharmacy parking lot in the city of Milwaukee. While the only
relief available to Mr. Brown in such litigation is monetary damages, Mr. Brown and his
counsel have expressed concern that the city and its police department engage in efforts
to reform and improve relations between the department and local communities.

[t is our understanding, however, that the city and its police department have undertaken
significant efforts both at improving the department and improving relations with various
communities within the city in the aftermath of this incident. These efforts include the
following measures undertaken by the police department: 1) additional training relating
to fair and impartial policing; 2) additional training in supervisory skills, and 3) police
department supervisory review of officer body camera footage. In addition there have
been efforts to reestablish the Police Athletic League. Aside from just the department
itself, the city has joined with the Milwaukee Bucks and the Milwaukee Public Schools to
create MENTOR Greater Milwaukee.

As noted above, the sole relief available in the lawsuit brought by Sterling Brown is the
award of monetary damages and attorneys’ fees. Settlement efforts in the litigation to
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date have not proved successful. We therefore request that the Common Council
authorize this office to submit an Offer of Judgment in thé above-noted case pursuant to
Rule 68 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure in the amount of $400,000 to pay for all
damages, attorneys’ fees and costs in the case to bring the matter to a close. We submit
that this would be the most expeditious means to avoid attorneys’ fees and costs spent
unnecessarily in the litigation of the matter and have enclosed a proposed resolution to

that effect. '

Very truly yours,
/.

(AN ANGLEY
JAN A. SMOKOWICZ
Deputy City Attorney
Enclosure
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