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Resolution relating to the Permanent Historic Designation of the 

Marcus Center for the Performing Arts at 929 North Water Street 

in the 4th Ald. District
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HISTORY
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The original lakefront 

proposal showing the 

veterans building, the 

art museum and the 

performing arts 

building.
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AROUND THE 

BUILDING

HARRY WEESE 

ARCHITECT
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THESE ARE ALL ON SOUTH ELEVATION
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DAN KILEY 

LANDSCAPE
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OTHER 

FEATURES ON 

THE GROUNDS
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CONRAD FOUNTAIN.  Designed by Harry Weese. 

$300,000 Gift from Mrs. Ernst A. Conrad.  Dedicated 

September 18, 1969.
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PECK PAVILION.  Completed in 1982.  Gift of Peck Family.  
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KIDZ STAGE.  Designed by Kahler Slater.  Completed July, 2000
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LAUREATE.  Sculptor 

Seymour Lipton. 1969. 

Donated by Mrs. Harry 

Bradley after Allen 

Bradley Corp. donated 

$625,000 in honor of her 

husband 

TRIGON.  Sculptor Allen Ditson.  

In honor of Ida and A.P. 

Rosenberg by their daughters 

in 1970
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BOAT LANDING.  Constructed with 

$25,000 donation from Louis 

Charles of Quarles, Herriott, 

Clemens, Tescher & Noelke law 

firm.  

RIVER WALKWAY.  Built with 

$275,000 donation from First 

National Bank
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LIGHTING.  Designed by Harry Weese.  

Installed through donation of $55,000 in 

memory of William M. Chester, former 

president of Chapman’s Department Store
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SOME OTHER 

DESIGNATIONS
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1913

Current exterior dates to 1964.Designated 2001
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• Built 1886

• First new porch c. 1920

• Second new porch 2017

• Designated 2017
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Built 1893

Designated 2018
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c. 1875

c. 1905

Built c. 1850

Major alterations 1870 and 1902

Designated 2015



4/30/2019 35

• Construction 1895-99

• Addition 1909

• Rear Addition 1955

• Designated 1982
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• 1872 design

• 1960s new 

steeples and 

windows

• 1986 

designated 
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Built 1853

New Steeple 1890s

Rear addition 1930s

Designated 1992
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3/25/2019

4/26/2019
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MEETS THE FOLLOWIMG CRITERIA OF THE HISTORIC 

PRESERVATION ORDINANCE:

1. E-1--Its exemplification of the development of the cultural, 

economic, social or historic heritage of the City of Milwaukee, 

State of Wisconsin or the United States

2. E-5—Its embodiment of distinguishing characteristics of an 

architectural type or specimen

3. E-6—Its identification as the work of an artist, architect, 

craftsperson or master builder whose individual works have 

influenced the development of the city

4. E-9—Its unique location as a singular physical characteristic 

which represents an established and familiar visual feature of a 

neighborhood, community or the city
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Milwaukee Art Museum. Tom Bamberger Photo
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