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April 22, 2019 Cc: Chris Lee
Alderman Khalif J. Rainey

Zoning, Neighborhoods, and Development Committee

City of Milwaukee Common Council

Re: Marcus Center - Landmark designation of the Kiley grove

Dear Alderman Rainey,

Docomomo US and Docomomo US/Chicago write in support of the landmark designation for the
horse chestnut landscape grove at the Marcus Center. Designed by Dan Kiley, one of the most
important landscape architects of the 20t century, the grove is one of the most significant
Modernist landscapes in the City of Milwaukee and part of a greater building and landscape
ensemble by Harry Weese, a well-known modernist architect.

The grove was designed by Kiley at the beginning of his career, and it contains elements that
would become hallmarks of his work: a carefully curated palette of durable materials, a simple
plan that creates a rich spatial and social space, and a balanced dialogue with the surrounding
architecture. But it is more than just an embodiment of his Modernist design principles - the
grove is a remarkably enduring and intact work that offers visitors a sense of place. It is this very
sense of place that demonsirates that the grove meets landmark criteria, particularly E-9, which
recognizes the “unique location as a singular physical characteristic which represents an
established and familiar visual feature of [...] the city.”

Other cities and cultural institutions have publicly demonsirated their commitment to preserving
Kiley designed landscapes and we encourage Milwaukee to join this distinguished list that
includes: the Art Institute of Chicago, the Gateway Arch National Park in $t. Louis, Fountain Place
in Dallas, and the National Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C., among others. As the stewards of
one of two Kiley-designed landscapes in Milwaukee, you and your fellow Council Members
have an opportunity to safeguard this treasured public space for future generations. Protecting
the grove against destruction is an essential first step. We urge you to uphold the City of
Milwaukee Landmark designation to preserve the Kiley grove at the Marcus Center.

Sincerely,
— L2~ %
Liz Waytkus Serge Ambrose
Executive Director Chair
Docomomo US Docomomo US/Chicago

Docomomo US is a chapter of Docomomo, an international non-profit organization dedicated to the
preservation of modern architecture, landscapes and design. Through advocacy, education and
documentation, we provide leadership and knowledge by demonstrating the importance of modern
design principles including the social context, technical merits, aesthetics and settings of these important
pieces of American history.

Docomomo US/Chicago
Email: info@docomomo-chicago.org
www.docomomo-chicago.org



Elmer, Linda

From: Scott Craver <scott@tclf.org>

Sent: Wednesday, March 20, 2019 9:23 AM

To: Elmer, Linda

Cc: jim.draeger@wisconsinhistory.org; theodore.lipscomb@milwaukeecountywi.gov;
Bauman, Robert; Steven.Shea@milwaukeecountywi.gov

Subject: Permanent Historic Designation for Marcus Center's Kiley Grove

Attachments: TCLF_HPC_MarcusCenter.pdf

Dear Ms. Elmer,

Please find attached a letter from The Cultural Landscape Foundation in support of permanent historic designation for
the Kiley Grove at the Marcus Center for the Performing Arts in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. | trust that you will disseminate
the letter to the members of the Milwaukee Historic Preservation Commission and the Common Council, as appropriate,
prior to the relevant meeting of the Commission on April 1, 2019.

Please do not hesitate to contact me directly with any questions or concerns.
Very best regards,
-Scott Craver

Scott Craver, Ph.D., FAAR, Editorial Director
The Cultural Landscape Foundation

scott@tclf.org | www.tclf.org

1711 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 200

Washingten, DC 20009

{t) 202.483.0553 (f) 202.483.0761
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March 15, 2019

Milwaukee Historic Preservation Commission
Zeidler Municipal Building

841 North Broadway, Room B-1

Milwaukee, W1 53202

Dear Members of the Commission,

The Cultural Landscape Foundaticn (TCLF) strongly supports efforts to achieve permanent historic
designation for the Kiley Grove at the Marcus Center for the Performing Arts in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Established in 1998, TCLF is a national non-profit organization based in Washington, D.C., whose dual
mission is to educate the public about significant cultural landscapes and to advocate for their informed
stewardship. TCLF is a recognized authority on the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment
of Historic Properties, with Guidelines for the Treatment of Cultural Landscapes.* As such, the
organizaticn frequently submits testimony to municipal, state, and federal agencies regarding the
stewardship of historic landscapes and acts as a consulting party under the National Historic Preservation
Act and the National Environmental Policy Act.

TCLF also has special knowledge of the career of eminent postwar landscape architect Dan Kiley, who, as
you know, designed the Marcus Center landscape in 1965 — 1966. TCLF has conducted numerous
symposia and lectures focused on Kiley's designed landscapes and has published extensively on his life
and career.? In 2013 TCLF created The Landscape Architecture Legacy of Dan Kiley, a traveling
photographic exhibition that has been hosted by museums and educational institutions throughout the
nation and was on view at the University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, in 2017 — 2018,

Dan Kiley (1912 — 2004) was undoubtedly one of the most impertant and influential landscape architects
of the twentieth century. Indeed, the profession’s decisive transition to a modernist style is often traced
directly to Kiley and his two Harvard classmates Garrett Eckbo and James Rose. Kiley's ceuvre includes
the Dallas Museum of Art Sculpture Garden in Dallas, Texas (with architect Edward Larrabee Barnes);
Fountain Place, also in Dallas (with architect Harry Cobb of Pei Cobb Freed); the U.S. Air Force Academy
in Colorado Springs, Colorado (with Skidmore, Owings & Merrill); The John F. Kennedy Library in Boston,
Massachusetts (with architect [.M. Pei); Nations Bank Plaza in Tampa, Florida (with architect Harry
Wolf); the Henry Moore Sculpture Garden at the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art in Kansas City, Missouri;
the South Garden at the Chicago Art Institute in Chicago, Illinois; and the Jefferson National Expansion
Memorial (“Gateway Arch”) in St. Louis, Missouri, and Dulles International Airport outside Washington,
D.C. (both with architect Eero Saarinen).

Among Kiley's other acclaimed projects are the Irwin Union Bank & Trust, the North Christian Church,
and the world-famous Miller House and Garden—three sites in Columbus, Indiana, that, in 2000, formed
part of the first multiple-property National Historic Landmark in America to recognize postwar landscape
architecture. In fact, five of Kiley's designed landscapes have been designated as National Historic
Landmarks—an achievement unmatched by any twentieth-century landscape architect and bested only

! Formerly the coordinator of the National Park Service's Historic Landscape Initiative, TCLF's founder, president, and
CEO, Charles A. Birnbaum, FASLA, FAAR, was a co-author of the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the
Treatment of Historic Properties, with Guidelines for the Treatment of Cultural Landscapes.

2 Biographies of Dan Kiley appear in two scholarly, hardbound volumes produced by The Cultural Landscape
Foundation and published by the University of Virginia Press: Shaping the Postwar Landscape: New Profiles from the
Pioneers of American Landscape Design Project (2018) and Shaping the American Landscape: New Profiles from the
Pioneers of American Landscape Design Project (2009). Kiley is also the subject of TCLF's What's Out There: The
Landscape Architecture Legacy of Dan Kiley Gallery Guide, and individual projects by him are treated extensively in
several of the organization’s publications, including Preserving Modern Landscape Architecture II: Making Postwar
Landscapes Visible (2004).

The Cultural Landscape Foundation
1711 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite 200, Washington, DC 20009 :
TEL f 202.483.0553 FAX/ 202.483.0761 tcif.org | connecting people to places



by Frederick Law Olmsted, Sr., the ‘father of American landscape architecture.” Moreover, Kiley was
awarded the National Medal of Arts in 1997, the highest honor bestowed on artists and arts patrons by
the U.S. government, and he received the Lifetime Achievement Award from the Cooper-Hewitt National
Design Museum in 2002.

The innovative approach to classical design that characterizes the aforementioned list of projects is also
evident in Kiley's work at the Marcus Center for the Performing Arts. Here Kiley envisioned the Marcus
Center's main, sunken plaza—a trapezoid rather than a rectangle—as a grid of 36 horse chestnut trees
set within a surface of crushed stone. The trees were carefully placed so as to disguise the geometric
irregularity of the plaza, with those on its eastern end planted at just over eighteen feet apart, a distance
that gradually increases to 21 feet on the plaza's western end. The design also reveals the influence of
Kiley's time abroad. As has been well documented, for his landscape beside the Milwaukee River, Kiley
took inspiration from the garden of the Tuileries (also planted with horse chestnut trees) on the right bank
of the Seine in Paris, France. There he recognized "the spatial and compositional power of the simplest of
elements” and regarded the garden as “no less than living architecture." The Performing Arts Center’s
plaza in downtown Milwaukee unmistakably illustrates those sentiments and also echoes Kiley's
conversation pit at the Miller House and Garden.

Finally, one should consider Kiley's work at the Marcus Center as being in dialogue with his other work in
Milwaukee. Kiley's Cudahy Gardens at the Milwaukee Art Museum opened in 1998. The landscape,
which is set in counterpoint to both the modernist War Memorial of Eerc Saarinen and the organic
Quadracci Pavilion of Spanish architect Santiago Calatrava, was Kiley’s last fully realized public
commission. These two important civic projects, separated by only a few city blocks, effectively bockend
the unparalleled career of a modernist master whose legacy is now foundational to the history of his
profession and is studied by its future practitioners. No other city can boast of having two civic projects of
this caliber by Kiley and spanning the breadth of his career. While the landscape of the Marcus Center,
like any civic space, must respond to the changing requirements of access and maintenance, such
change can certainly be accommodated without sacrificing the original design intent of the landscape’s
creatar. TCLF therefore urges the Milwaukee Historic Preservation Commission to confer permanent
historic status on the Kiley Grove at the Marcus Center, duly recognizing it an outstanding cultural
resource for current and future generations.

Sincerely,

@I

Charles A. Birnbaum, FASLA, FAAR
President + CEO
The Cultural Landscape Foundation

Cc: James Draeger, SHPO, Wisconsin Historical Society; Theodore Lipscomb, Chairman, Milwaukee
County Board of Supervisors; Steven Shea, Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors; Robert Bauman,
Alderman, Milwaukee Common Council
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