




































































































































































From: FITZGERALD, Katie
Subject: Against the historical designation
Date: Monday, April 22, 2019 10:08:05 AM

Hello, I am writing to you today to express my concern about the Marcus Center.

I believe the Marcus Center should not be deemed "Permanent Historic Status" and here is why;

With a new decade upon us, we face the ever-changing & growing entertainment and live visual arts
era.   
In order for the Marcus Center to be around and be successful in the years to come, they need to be
able to transform and adjust to the needs of the audience it attracts and hosts.  

Also, with the number of the events it hosts, there will need to be safety upgrades and
accommodations to compete with other venues in the City. 

Please take my thoughts and opinions into consideration when making your decision.  

thank you, 

Katie Fitzgerald-Torres
414-339-1004

mailto:katie.fitzgerald@airgas.com


From: Hollis Patzer
To: Perez, Jose; Rainey, Khalif; Stamper II, Russell; Coggs, Milele; Bauman, Robert
Cc: Lee, Chris
Subject: Opposition to Historic Designation for Marcus Center
Date: Monday, April 22, 2019 2:38:29 PM

Dear ZND Committee Member: Last year, I had the honor of working with the Marcus
Performing Arts Center on leadership facilitation as they move into the future to
provide the most visionary value to the Milwaukee performing arts community. I have
also been a patron for decades, including several years ago when I would walk from
my downtown workplace to attend the weekday outdoor concerts. I whole heartedly
oppose historic designation for the following reasons: 

1. The Marcus Center is committed to bringing more DIVERSE
performances that appeal to the “whole” community, as evidenced by the
organization now having a“Director of Community Engagement and
Inclusion” in its top leadership. Putting unnecessary demands on this
nonprofit will require them to increase ticket prices in order to recoup their
costs. Keeping performances as affordable as possible is important to
ensuring accessibility of the arts to all people in Milwaukee. 

2. It's not an old enough building and has had numerous changes over the
years including the very obvious colored lighting on the outside of the
building (which I enjoy!)

3. As the Symphony moves to its own location, it is imperative that the
Marcus Center be allowed to look to a new vision and maximization of its
facility in an unfettered manner. As a critical nonprofit in our community, it
should not bear extraordinary costs to achieve that goal.
 
4. We have other historic performance venues (Riverside, Pabst and Turner)
that are wonderful historic treasures but also charge an additional percent of
every ticket price designated as "historic preservation fee". This increases
the cost of tickets and the Marcus Center should NOT be put in a similar
position. 

5. As a patron (and not an "expert") I do not see the grove of trees as design
that is historic, or irreplaceable. While green space is wonderful, this grove is
not essential to creating such space since the proposed upgrades and
revamp of the Marcus Center DOES include green space. The natural
landscape of being on the River is far more special than a grove of trees,
particularly for a venue that could provide exciting outdoor performance
opportunities, something the "historic" performance spaces do not offer. 

6.  We NEED a state-of-the-art performance center. We didn’t hesitate to
replace the aging Bradley Center with the great Fiserv Forum, which has led
us to now host the 2020 DNC, in addition to keeping a top professional
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basketball team. As Milwaukee moves toward becoming a first-class city,
allowing the Marcus Center to move into the future should be part of the
City’s vision. 

Thank you for considering this opinion. 

-- 
Holly Patzer
Boots on the Ground Leadership LLC
262-993-2571
bootsonthegroundleadership@gmail.com 

mailto:bootsonthegroundleadership@gmail.com


From: Marsha sehler
To: Lee, Chris
Subject: PAC
Date: Monday, April 22, 2019 10:28:24 AM

           This is the email that I sent to all Alderman on the ZND committee
Alderman Perez.  I hope you will vote against the Historical Designation for the PAC.  It restricts the
renovation of the Center for important upgrades to better serve the community.  Thank you for this
consideration.  Marsha Sehler
Sent from my iPad

Sent from my iPad

mailto:msehler@wi.rr.com
mailto:clee@milwaukee.gov


From: Lynn Molitor
To: Perez, Jose; Rainey, Khalif; Stamper II, Russell; Coggs, Milele; Bauman, Robert
Cc: Lee, Chris
Subject: Oppose Historic Designation for Marcus Center
Date: Monday, April 22, 2019 4:31:53 PM

Dear City of Milwaukee Zoning, Neighborhoods and Development Committee –
 
I respectfully ask that you do not give the Marcus Center for the Performing Arts a
historic designation. 
 
I ask this as a lifelong resident of the City of Milwaukee.  My husband and I worked
our entire professional careers in downtown Milwaukee; as entrepreneurs and
business owners, our business was headquartered in Milwaukee. 
 
A historic designation seems inappropriate as the building and grounds are just 50
years old and numerous changes have already occurred that seem in conflict to
such a designation.  The Marcus Center needs to stay current and relevant.  How
successful is a performing arts center if it is not meeting – and exceeding – the
expectations of its audiences? 
 
The Campus Master Plan for the Marcus Center is exciting.  In today’s environment,
we constantly need to keep things fresh and progressive.  Technology is an
expectation of audiences and is constantly improving.  The Marcus Center needs to
stay relevant so it can continue to be a destination of choice for both residents and
visitors alike.  A historic designation could jeopardize these plans and slow
momentum needlessly and unnecessarily.
 
As the Molitor Foundation, my husband and I sponsor free summer entertainment,
Live at Peck, at the Marcus Center.  This outdoor series offers a variety of exciting
shows and events at the Peck Pavilion, but this gem is hidden behind a forest of
trees.  Why are we hiding one of the best of what Milwaukee has to offer in the
summer?  The Campus Plan in regards to the outdoor theater and accompanying
green space are visually appealing and invigorating.  We need to improve
accessibility for both persons with disabilities and persons with mobility constraints
as they age.  Safety is a concern too.  A well-lit, open outdoor space in the heart of
downtown with a variety of free entertainment will surely be well-received by
residents and visitors.  The possibilities are quite exhilarating!
 
I, like many others, like trees!  But when I saw the plans to remove the trees and
replace them with an open, green space, I cheered.   The vibe today in that area is
quite different than the fun I had with co-workers in the late 80’s at Rainbow
Summer.  People today walk around the trees, not through them.  Young families
congregate on the pavement to dance and enjoy each other’s company.  I rarely see
people venturing into the grove of trees, especially at night when it gets really dark
there.  I ate lunch with co-workers in the grove a few years back, but it was too
dark, too cool, and not comfortable.
 
My husband and I are active supporters of George Washington’s Mount Vernon in
Virginia and are members of the National Trust for Historic Preservation.  So we are
passionate about historic preservation, but are also realistic that preservation cannot
thwart progress and innovation.
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Arts and entertainment today require different perspectives, fresh ideas, and
courage to make big decisions.  I miss County Stadium and the Bradley Center, but
as a resident, I am proud and appreciative of Miller Park and Fiserv Forum.  The
Marcus Center Campus Master Plan balances new visions with a respect to the
building’s strong bones.
 
Thank you for your consideration in opposing a historic designation for the Marcus
Center.
 
Sincerely,
Lynn Molitor
5225 S 24th Street
Milwaukee, WI  53221
 
PS – I hope to see you this summer at Live at Peck!!



From: Rick.Schmidt@cgschmidt.com
To: Rainey, Khalif
Cc: Lee, Chris
Subject: Oppose Historic Designation for Marcus Center
Date: Friday, April 19, 2019 3:45:19 PM

Dear Alderman Rainey,
 

I am writing you today to encourage you to reject the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC)
recommendation imposing Permanent Historic Designation on the Marcus Center.  This
designation will potentially do significant harm to the Marcus Center.  A permanent designation
could prohibit the Center from making much needed improvements in order to be successful in the
future.

 

As a long-standing member of the business community, having worked in Milwaukee for decades,
providing thousands of jobs to its residents, I am hopeful you will consider the following points and
oppose the Permanent Historic Designation:
 

·         Originally, there were no accommodations for persons with disabilities. In renovations over the
years, the Center has added accommodations and a new plan addresses accessibility both inside
and outside to better serve patrons with disabilities.

·         Marcus Center and its facility are committed to the transformative power of live visual arts.
Anything that stops or limits changes that will help them deliver on their mission is
unacceptable.

·         Additional financial burdens could harm the Marcus Center as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit.

·         The Center has evolved in profound ways over the years to reflect the collaboration, innovation
and social engagement that are at the core of what they do.  The facilities that they use to carry
out their mission MUST change as the community changes.  The Center needs to be more
inviting and accessible to serve Milwaukee’s diverse community.

·         The building is too young and too much has been changed since it was built to be deserving
of this designation. 

 

Once again, I urge you to reject the HPC recommendation.  It will be important to allow the Marcus
Center to make all the changes it deems necessary to move forward with its plans now and in the
future without the restrictions of Historic Designation.
 

Respectfully,
Rick.
 
Richard L. Schmidt, Jr.
President and CEO
 
CG SCHMIDT INC.

11777 West Lake Park Drive
Milwaukee, WI 53224
 
Direct: (414) 577-1010
Cell:     (414) 828-2905

mailto:Rick.Schmidt@cgschmidt.com
mailto:Khalif.Rainey@milwaukee.gov
mailto:clee@milwaukee.gov


 
Web: www.cgschmidt.com
Twitter: @cgschmidtinc
 
Creating Exceptional Facilities that Improve the Lives of Others
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From: Mallori Taylor
To: Lee, Chris
Subject: Fwd: Oppose historical designation for the Marcus Center
Date: Tuesday, April 23, 2019 12:49:40 PM

Thank you

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Mallori Taylor <malloritaylor93@gmail.com>
Date: Mon, Apr 22, 2019 at 8:41 PM
Subject: Oppose historical designation for the Marcus Center
To: <JoseG.Perez@milwaukee.gov>, <Khalif.Rainey@milwaukee.gov>,
<Russell.StamperII@milwaukee.gov>, <mcoggs@milwaukee.gov>,
<rjbauma@milwaukee.gov>

Hello,

My name is Mallori and I have concerns about the recent 'ruling' by the historical
preservation committee about making the Marcus Center historic.

 

I believe designating the Marcus Center as a “Historical Site” is a mislabeling of the
title and a misuse of what historical designation should be used for.

 

•   The Marcus Center is not historical. It was built in 1969 and has seen many
significant renovations since then. (Which for some reason, nobody seemed to
have a problem with before this?)

 

•    The Marcus Center is in serious need of an upgrade. Luckily, they are
planning lots of improvements to the building inside and out, and trying to
make the building a more welcoming place, something it desperately needs.
Historical Designation is essentially going to stop all improvements in their
tracks, which is frankly unnecessary and unfair. Why are we against
improvement?

It's clear that the building has outgrown Harry Weiss and Dan Kiley's original
intent. That's not a bad thing, 50 year old spaces have to evolve to fit changing
needs in the community surrounding them. When the Marcus Center opened
50 years ago, it was protested because it was thought to be a monument only
for the rich white elite. Now, the Marcus Center is working tirelessly to prove

mailto:malloritaylor93@gmail.com
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that idea wrong, quite successfully I think. It has been putting inclusivity of all
the community as a major priority. That calls for some rethinking of the
property. Not to mention the need for accessibility improvements. Why would
anybody stand in the way of that type of progress? 

 

•   Let's talk about the chestnut grove; that concern should be dismissed. The
trees will die. They are not meant to be an urban tree, and the root systems
are suffocating each other. It is inevitable that the trees will die or need to be
replaced eventually, so prolonging it would simply prolong the problem. Those
trees are not indigenous to WI, they look ill, and the renovation plans include
planting new native trees. That not only would look more welcoming, but it is
also better for our ecosystem.

 

If we start labeling everything as a historical site, how will our city sustain itself or
remain competitive? How could it be innovated? How will it develop and survive if
people are unable to adapt and make things better? The Marcus Center isn't a
corporation that's trying to tear down a forest to build a skyscraper, it's not poisoning
the river, or worse. It is a non-profit center working hard to make the performing arts
to be accessible to people. Preventing the Marcus Center from improving their
grounds and what they do, feels unacceptable. 

Try to see the bigger picture here. Nobody wants to be chained to the past, I think
Milwaukee needs to be looking towards the future, especially in terms of inclusivity for
all people. 

Thank you,

Mallori

photo Mallori Taylor
Animator & Illustrator

269-370-4035 | malloritaylor93@gmail.com
www.malloritaylor.com

Get your own  email signature
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From: Raymond Wilson
To: Bauman, Robert
Cc: Lee, Chris
Subject: Marcus Center
Date: Wednesday, April 24, 2019 10:39:10 AM

Dear ZND Committee Member Bauman,

My name is Ray Wilson.  I'm the retired managing partner of
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP in Milwaukee and a Marcus Center board member.  My
wife Kelly and I are the parents of a 37 year old daughter, Christine, who has
cerebral palsy.  While mentally sharp, she is non-verbal and confined to a
wheelchair.  She requires 24/7 care.

My opposition to the recent designation of the Marcus Center as a  Permanent
Historic Designation is based on several factors, but most importantly the general
lack of the accessibility both inside and outside the Marcus Center to those with
special needs.  In fact, the grove is completely inaccessible to my daughter.  Inside,
the building is difficult to navigate and accessible seating is very limited.  As I
mentioned, my daughter is mentally sharp and enjoys shows at the Marcus Center. 
We would visit the facility more often if it were more accessible.

I feel so strongly about this that my wife and I have pledged $50,000 to
the Marcus Center to help improve the overall accessibility of this facility
so my daughter and others with disabilities can enjoy the facility as much
as the rest of us do.  

In addition, I know first hand that with reduced support from Milwaukee County, we
must find ways to earn more revenues from our patrons.  The  Permanent Historic
Designation will prevent us from doing this, and could jeopardize the long-term
survival of the Marcus Center.  We can't let that happen to a venue whose patrons
are among the most diverse patrons of any public gathering place in Milwaukee and
the surrounding area.

Lastly, I understand one of my fellow board members, who also has a child with
special needs, was accused of "weaponizing" the issue at a recent meeting.  I cannot
begin to tell you how dismayed and offended I am by this accusation.  This is the
21st century.  People with special needs have the same Constitutional and God-given
rights to enjoy public venues like the Marcus Center as someone without special
needs.

I ask you to please reject the designation.

Respectfully submitted,

Raymond Wilson

mailto:raywilson1566@gmail.com
mailto:rjbauma@milwaukee.gov
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From: Diana Sullivan
To: Perez, Jose
Cc: Lee, Chris
Subject: Marcus Center historic status
Date: Thursday, April 25, 2019 8:44:14 PM

Dear Alderperson  Perez;

 

I am writing to oppose the historic designation of the Marcus Center for
Performing Arts.  It is an aging building with many accessibility barriers, and a
permanent historic designation will cause the Marcus Center to significantly
reduce or even drop their plans for renovating the existing building and
grounds areas.  According to the Marcus Center, the Historic Preservation
Commission staff have already stated that they would oppose many of the
planned renovations.  The facts are quite simple – without any renovations, the
Marcus Center will continue to have to deal with significant accessibility
barriers for their patrons that they cannot resolve.  With renovations, they are
legally obligated to use up to 20% of the project funding toward accessibility
improvements.  Over the past several years, the Marcus Center has made
incremental accessibility improvements with every renovation that they have
undertaken, but more work remains to be done before the building can truly be
considered inclusive and accessible for people with disabilities and older adults
within our community, and visitors from all over.

 

The Marcus Center has undergone many changes over the years; and it
cannot be considered “historic”.  Formalizing the historic designation could
make create permanent  barriers to accessibility.

Please oppose the historic designation for the Marcus Center.

Sincerely,

Diana Sullivan - Milwaukee

Diana Sullivan

mailto:tingdzin@gmail.com
mailto:JoseG.Perez@milwaukee.gov
mailto:clee@milwaukee.gov


We are the sky - the rest is just weather.....Pema Chodron



From: Calie Joy Herbst
Subject: Marcus Center designation
Date: Thursday, April 25, 2019 9:11:00 PM

Good evening,

I'm writing to ask you to reject the historic designation for the Marcus Center
for the Performing Arts.

I am a mother of three young children in Milwaukee and my hope is
that Milwaukee's performing arts community can continue to grow and thrive in
the modern world and in the future. 

The facility *must* change to respond to the changing community and the
world we live in. Putting additional financial burdens on a 501(c)(3) like the
MCPA will hinder this bright future for all Milwaukeeans.

This is such an exciting time to be in Milwaukee. Let's help the Marcus Center
be a part of the positive, forward-thinking growth for our city in it's 50th year,
so that it can serve our diverse community for the next 50.

I am so glad that the Center has added accommodations for people with
disabilities and that the new plan addresses accessibility, as this is very
important to me.

Thank you for your time.

-Calie Herbst

mailto:caliejoy@gmail.com


From: Joe Brueggemann
To: Perez, Jose; Rainey, Khalif; Stamper II, Russell; Coggs, Milele; Bauman, Robert
Cc: Lee, Chris
Subject: Marcus Performing Arts Center
Date: Friday, April 26, 2019 11:06:24 AM

Dear Honorable Alderwoman Coggs and Honorable Aldermen Perez, Rainey, Stamper and Bauman:
 
I understand that there will be a ZND committee meeting (Zoning, Neighborhoods and

Development) on April 30th and that you’ll be hearing an appeal to the Common Council from the
Marcus Performing Arts Center surrounding the Historic Preservation Commissions imposing of a
Permanent Historic Designation on them.
 
As you may know, we (Saz’s Hospitality Group) are the food and beverage provider to the Marcus
Center and have been since 2010. This issue is very important to us and vital to our business as well.
It is important that Marcus Center be allowed to make all the changes it deems necessary to move
forward with its plans now and in the future, without the restrictions that will come from the
Historic Designation. Allowing the grounds & building to evolve is important to the success of Arts in
Milwaukee. As a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit, the Marcus Center struggles to find the funds to continue
providing live visual arts and by allowing them to move forward with these plans, they will become
more self-sufficient and sustainable. This will allow them to continue to innovate and generate
income, both indoors and out, with things like programming, food & beverage, events and more.
Likewise, it is equally important to ensure that the MPAC is a welcoming, inviting, open and
accessible facility able to serve Milwaukee’s diverse community now and for years to come. In short,
while maintaining historical integrity is important in Milwaukee, placing this designation on the
Marcus Center may unnecessarily limit possibilities and stifle future growth, so desperately needed
for their success. The facilities need change, they need to be updated & refreshed and anything that
limits changes or stops that process would be unfortunate.
 
I’m hoping that you would consider rejecting the HPC recommendation and allowing Marcus Center
to continue forward with their plans for renovation to bring this once beautiful property forward and
to allow them to continue to serve Milwaukee with all that they do.
 
Thank you in advance for your consideration.
 
Very Best Regards,
 
Joe
 
Joe Brueggemann
Saz’s Hospitality Group
201 W. Walker Street
Milwaukee, WI 53204
414-256-8765 (P)
414-256-8770 (F)
joeb@sazs.com
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www.sazs.com
 

http://www.sazs.com/


From: Erika Broman
To: Kovac, Nik
Cc: Lee, Chris
Subject: in regards to Marcus Center for Performing Arts
Date: Friday, April 26, 2019 1:43:49 PM

Dear Alderperson  Kovac,
 
I am writing to oppose the historic designation of the Marcus Center for
Performing Arts.  It is an aging building with many accessibility barriers, and a
permanent historic designation will cause the Marcus Center to significantly
reduce or even drop their plans for renovating the existing building and
grounds areas.  According to the Marcus Center, the Historic Preservation
Commission staff have already stated that they would oppose many of the
planned renovations.  The facts are quite simple – without any renovations, the
Marcus Center will continue to have to deal with significant accessibility
barriers for their patrons that they cannot resolve.  With renovations, they are
legally obligated to use up to 20% of the project funding toward accessibility
improvements.  Over the past several years, the Marcus Center has made
incremental accessibility improvements with every renovation that they have
undertaken, but more work remains to be done before the building can truly be
considered inclusive and accessible for the people with disabilities within our
community.
 
The Marcus Center has seen many changes over the years, and it cannot be
considered “historic”.   To formalize the historic designation would be to make
permanent the barriers to accessibility.
 
Please oppose the historic designation for the Marcus Center.

 
 
 
Erika Broman t Care Coordinator, RN
IndependenceFirst t 540 S 1st Street t Milwaukee, Wisconsin t 53204
Direct 414-226-8136 t Office 414-291-7520 TTY/Relay t Fax (414) 283-9642
ebroman@independencefirst.org  t www.independencefirst.org

 

Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail is covered by the Electronic Communications
Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. Sections 2510-2521 and is intended only for the use of the
individual to whom it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged
and confidential. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is
prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply
email and destroy all copies of the original message.
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From: Victoria Lang
To: Perez, Jose; Rainey, Khalif; Stamper II, Russell; Coggs, Milele; Bauman, Robert
Cc: Lee, Chris
Subject: The Marcus Center
Date: Friday, April 26, 2019 10:40:14 PM

Gentle People, 

I am writing to you regarding The Marcus Center. The building does not deserve
Historic designation. Too much has been changed since it was built.   The Marcus
Center and its facility are committed to the transformative power of live visual arts.
Anything that stops or limits changes that will help them deliver on that mission is
unacceptable. Any additional financial burdens you impose upon them could harm
the Marcus Center as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit.   Over the course of 50 years, the
Center has evolved in profound ways to reflect the collaboration, innovation and
social engagement that are at the core of what they do.  The facilities that they use
to carry out their mission have to change as their community changes.  As it
celebrates its 50th Anniversary, the Center needs to be a more welcoming, inviting,
open and accessible facility to truly serve Milwaukee’s diverse community for the
next 50 years.  When built in 1969, there were no specific accommodations for
persons with disabilities. In every renovation since then, the Center has added
accommodations and the new plan addresses accessibility both inside and outside to
better serve our patrons with disabilities.

Please reconsider your Permanent Historic Designation on the Marcus Center.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
Victoria Lang

Victoria Lang | FOUNDER & MANAGING PARTNER | Off Broadway Touring | 917-545-4554 |
Victoria@OffBroadwayTouring.com | OffBroadwayTouring.com
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From: phelm@wi.rr.com
To: Perez, Jose; Rainey, Khalif; Stamper II, Russell; Coggs, Milele; Bauman, Robert
Cc: Lee, Chris
Subject: Reject the HPC decision for Permanent Historic Designation on the Marcus Center
Date: Friday, April 26, 2019 9:52:37 PM
Importance: High

Dear ZND Committee:

 

I was informed that the Historic Preservation Commission has imposed Permanent
Historic Designation on the Marcus Center, a facility that I hold very near and dear to my
heart.  Specifically, from what I understand, this designation pertains to saving the tree grove
adjacent to Kilbourn Avenue.  While there may be significant reasoning to preserve this area
of land, I'm not fully confident that this is the most intelligent or practical move in the long
run.  Whichever way you look at it, the imposed designation is absolutely wrong, and I would
like to explain in detail why.

 

First and foremost, I have been a frequent patron and performer in the Marcus
Center for nearly 30 years.  As a young kid, I attended my sister's MYSO
performances back in the "PAC" days.  When I attended college at UW-Milwaukee, I
also became a member of the Florentine Opera Chorus and remained on their roster
for twelve years.  I was Broadway Series subscriber for over ten years, witnessing
some of the greatest national tours that the Marcus Center was so determined to
bring to our city.  And now, I make my living as a full-time Equity actor, music
director and pianist, and even though I relocated to New York City in the summer of
2017, I still return to Milwaukee at least once a year to perform with First Stage
Children's Theater in the Todd Wehr, or other various Marcus Center projects in
Vogel Hall.  As you can see, I have quite an extensive history with the Marcus
Center, and have a long list of reasons why I so frequently called it "home."

 

For these reasons, it's imperative that the Marcus Center continues to grow as a
facility to accommodate its increasing patronage.  To impose Permanent Historic
Designation would prevent the Marcus Center to continue with their current
renovation plans -- plans that would continue to vitalize this wonderful facility and
expand its already growing and necessary performing arts programming.  And as the
community arts center for the next 50 years, it seems almost detrimental to put
such a designation on such a Milwaukee institution.  

 

The building itself is much too young and has significant changes since it was first
built, and quite frankly, anything that will limit the Marcus Center's ability to alter
and further progress its facility and surrounding grounds is unacceptable, especially
for the reasons I've noted above.  For any business, a building needs to change as
the community changes, and should this designation affect its overall patronage, and
it will, adding any sort of financial implications will only harm the Marcus Center,
especially as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit.
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Specifically in regards to the grove itself, I always felt it was a rather uninviting area
and needed updating.  It doesn't have the welcoming, sophisticated feel that the rest
of the surrounding grounds do.  The crowded trees only enhance a rather dark, cold,
intimidating tone of it, and I truly believe that the removal and replanting of the area
would only benefit the Marcus Center as a whole, especially for its fantastic outdoor
programing in the summer.  Furthermore, it truly is the first area of the Marcus
Center that patrons see, driving up Kilbourn Avenue, and its present state is far from
appealing.  It needs tremendous and immediate attention, along with the fact that
its current state is far from accessible to patrons with mobility limitations.

 

I strongly advise you reject the Permanent Historic Designation on the Marcus
Center, as it is absolutely vital and critical that the Marcus Center has the 100% full
ability to continue their renovation plans in order to continue to provide Milwaukee
with the greatest performing arts facility in the Midwest.

 

Should you have any questions or concerns, please don't hesitate to contact me at
this email address or the phone number below.  I thank you for your time and
consideration.

 

Sincerely,

Paul Helm

 

--

Paul Helm 

414.737.3989 

www.paulhelm.net 

 

"Nothing is impossible, the word itself says I'm possible." - Audrey Hepburn



From: Jeannette Gardner
To: Perez, Jose; Rainey, Khalif; Coggs, Milele; Russell.Stamperll@milwaukee.gov; Bauman, Robert
Cc: Lee, Chris; "John Hassig"; hlofy@marcuscenter.org
Subject: Please allow the Marcus Center to make changes it deems necessary to move forward with future

improvements!
Date: Sunday, April 28, 2019 5:48:12 PM

Dear ZND Committee members,
 
As a performing arts agent who has worked with the Marcus Center several times
over the years and has great respect for its importance to the artistic vitality of
Milwaukee, I’m adding my voice to implore you to allow the Marcus Center to go
ahead with their proposed renovations and to reject the Historic Preservation
Committee’s objection.
 
Important Points:

•                    The building does not deserve designation –too much has been changed since it was
built. 

•                    Marcus Center and its facility are committed to the transformative power of live
visual arts. Anything that stops or limits changes that will help us deliver on this
mission is unacceptable.

•                    Additional financial burdens could harm the Marcus Center as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit.

•                    Over the course of 50 years, the Center has evolved in profound ways to reflect the
collaboration, innovation and social engagement that are at the core of what we do. 
The facilities that we use to carry out our mission MUST change as our community
changes.

•                    As it celebrates its 50th Anniversary, the Center needs to be a more welcoming,
inviting, open and accessible facility to truly serve Milwaukee’s diverse community for
the next 50 years 

•                When built in 1969, there were no specific accommodations for persons with
disabilities. In every renovation since then, the Center has added accommodations
and the new plan addresses accessibility both inside and outside to better serve our
patrons with disabilities.

Your consideration is greatly appreciated.
 
Sincerely,
Jeannette Gardner, President
Gardner Arts Network

155 W. 72nd Street, # 604
New York, NY 10023
212 496-9121  www.gardnerartsnetwork.com

mailto:jgardner@gardnerartsnetwork.com
mailto:JoseG.Perez@milwaukee.gov
mailto:Khalif.Rainey@milwaukee.gov
mailto:mcoggs@milwaukee.gov
mailto:Russell.Stamperll@milwaukee.gov
mailto:rjbauma@milwaukee.gov
mailto:clee@milwaukee.gov
mailto:jhassig@marcuscenter.org
mailto:hlofy@marcuscenter.org
http://www.gardnerartsnetwork.com/


 



From: Karen Hunt
To: Bauman, Robert
Cc: khalifRainey@milwaukee.gov; Courtney Russell; StamperII@milwaukee.gov; Coggs, Milele; Lee, Chris
Subject: Marcus Performing Arts Renovation
Date: Friday, April 26, 2019 2:58:13 PM

Dear Alderman Bauman,

 

I am writing to oppose the historic designation of the Marcus Center for
Performing Arts.  It is an aging building with many accessibility barriers, and a
permanent historic designation will cause the Marcus Center to significantly
reduce or even drop their plans for renovating the existing building and
grounds areas.  According to the Marcus Center, the Historic Preservation
Commission staff have already stated that they would oppose many of the
planned renovations.  The facts are quite simple – without any renovations, the
Marcus Center will continue to have to deal with significant accessibility
barriers for their patrons that they cannot resolve.  With renovations, they are
legally obligated to use up to 20% of the project funding toward accessibility
improvements.  Over the past several years, the Marcus Center has made
incremental accessibility improvements with every renovation that they have
undertaken, but more work remains to be done before the building can truly be
considered inclusive and accessible for the people with disabilities within our
community.

 

The Marcus Center has seen many changes over the years, and it cannot be
considered “historic”.   To formalize the historic designation would be to make
permanent the barriers to accessibility.

 

Please oppose the historic designation for the Marcus Center.

Sincerely,

Karen Hunt

1660 N Prospect Ave., #1705

Milwaukee, WI 53202

mailto:k.hunt7800@gmail.com
mailto:rjbauma@milwaukee.gov
mailto:khalifRainey@milwaukee.gov
mailto:CRussell@bucks.com
mailto:StamperII@milwaukee.gov
mailto:mcoggs@milwaukee.gov
mailto:clee@milwaukee.gov


From: Curt Kluth
To: Perez, Jose; Rainey, Khalif; Stamper II, Russell; Coggs, Milele; Bauman, Robert
Cc: Lee, Chris
Subject: Marcus Performing Arts Center Historic Designation
Date: Sunday, April 28, 2019 12:11:56 PM
Attachments: Outlook-1496233002.png

Outlook-1517855773.png

Dear Committee Members, 

It is my understanding your committee will be conducting the hearing on whether or not to
reject the Permanent Historic Designation for the Marcus Performing Arts Center in a few
short weeks.  While tradition and legacy of the building remain important, so are the needs
of continuing to culturally enhance our great city with facilities that are able to provide
programming such as the Marcus Center.  As part of Saz's Hospitality Group, who operates
the food and beverage at multiple event spaces throughout the city, including the Marcus
Center, we see the continued desire from our guests for increased and updated services &
offerings.

For the 501(c)(3) Marcus Center to remain competitive in the marketplace many of the
proposed upgrades are necessary. While I understand the designation will not eliminate the
opportunities for these upgrades, it has been asserted that many of the key pieces of the
reimagined Marcus Center would not be approved under current historic guidelines. I urge
you to help the Marcus Center continue to evolve to reflect the collaboration and
innovation of so many great cultural groups in Milwaukee while continuing to remain
relevant for our residents that have more and more choices for entertainment, knowledge
and spending their time each and every day.

Born and raised in Milwaukee, minus my college time at UW-Madison, I hold many
memories growing up spending days with my grandparents at Rainbow Summer, or
attending a performance in the building. Rejecting this designation will allow the building to
continue to innovate and create memories for generations to come.

Thank you for your consideration,

Curt Kluth

Curt Kluth
Partner / Chief Financial Officer
Saz's Hospitality Group

mailto:curt@sazs.com
mailto:JoseG.Perez@milwaukee.gov
mailto:Khalif.Rainey@milwaukee.gov
mailto:Russell.StamperII@milwaukee.gov
mailto:mcoggs@milwaukee.gov
mailto:rjbauma@milwaukee.gov
mailto:clee@milwaukee.gov




5539 W State Street
Milwaukee, WI 53208
O 414.256.8772 • C 414-617-1228 • F 414-875-9769
www.sazs.com
 

 /SazsStateHouse    @SazsStateHouse     /SazsHospitalityGroup

Love brunch? We’ve got a brand new one! Saturdays and Sundays, 10am-2pm, Saz’s State
House will be making brunch lovers smile with classics like Eggs Benedict along with unique
dishes like a Barbacoa Skillet and Hot Honey Chicken + Waffles! See the whole menu here.

tel:(414)%20256-8772
tel:(414)%20617-1228
tel:(414)%20875-9769
http://www.sazs.com/
https://www.facebook.com/sazsstatehouse
https://twitter.com/sazsstatehouse
https://www.instagram.com/sazshospitalitygroup/
https://sazs.com/statehouserestaurant/statehousemenus/brunch-menu/


From: John Lauber
To: Bauman, Robert
Cc: Lee, Chris
Subject: Marcus Center Renovation
Date: Saturday, April 27, 2019 11:47:39 AM

Dear Alderman Bauman; 
For 20 years my business was located in your district in the 3rd ward.  While I sold the
business 2 years ago, I am still very active and the business is still located in your district
on East Wells St. 15 years ago I was diagnosed with a degenerative muscle condition
known as Kennedy’s Disease.  I am very fortunate as this condition progresses very
slowly.  As the condition began to limit my mobility, I decided to use my talents in support
of others with disabilities.  For the past 5 years I have served as a Board Member and
volunteer Treasurer of IndependenceFirst.  It is in that regard that I am contacting you
today.
I am writing to oppose the historic designation of the Marcus Center for Performing Arts. I
have enjoyed many performances at the Marcus Center over the years but as my condition
progresses I am becoming concerned my options to continue doing so will become limited.
It is an aging building with many accessibility barriers, and a permanent historic
designation may cause the Marcus Center to significantly reduce or even drop their plans
for renovating the existing building and grounds areas.  According to the Marcus Center,
the Historic Preservation Commission staff have already stated that they would oppose
many of the planned renovations.  The facts are quite simple – without any renovations,
the Marcus Center will continue to have to deal with significant accessibility barriers for
their patrons that they cannot resolve.  With renovations, they are legally obligated to use
up to 20% of the project funding toward accessibility improvements.  Over the past several
years, the Marcus Center has made incremental accessibility improvements with every
renovation that they have undertaken, but more work remains to be done before the
building can truly be considered inclusive and accessible for the people with disabilities
within our community.
Alderman Bauman, anything you can do support not only keeping The Marcus Center a
treasured Milwaukee resource but a venue accessible to all will be greatly appreciated.
One thing to keep in mind is we are all living longer. As a result if we are fortunate, with
age we will all experience mobility issues. People in their 70’s, 80’s and even 90’s deserve
to be able to continue enjoying the arts. To do that we need an accessible Marcus Center.
If you would like to learn more about this effort or IndependenceFirst, I would be happy to
introduce you to Marci Boucher our new CEO. IndependenceFirst located just across the
river from your district at 540 S 1st St employees over 1,300 people in its various
programs. If you have time to tour their office I am confident you will walk away impressed
by this marvelous resource for the people disabilities in our community.
Kind regards,

John Lauber
Founder

Lauber Business Partners
924 East Wells St.  Suite 408
Milwaukee, WI 53202

John.Lauber@Lauber-Partners.com
T   (414) 273-9980

mailto:john.lauber@lauber-partners.com
mailto:rjbauma@milwaukee.gov
mailto:clee@milwaukee.gov
mailto:John.Lauber@Lauber-Partners.com
tel:(414)%20273-9980


M  (414) 975-4180

 
 

tel:(414)%20975-4180


From: John Lauber
To: Hamilton, Ashanti
Cc: Lee, Chris
Subject: Marcus Center Renovation
Date: Friday, April 26, 2019 4:09:54 PM

Dear Alderperson Hamilton; 
We have met through my role as the Part-time CFO of NWSCDC. Something you may not
know is I suffer from a degenerative muscle condition known as Kennedy’s Disease.  I am
very fortunate as this condition progresses very slowly.  As the condition began to limit my
mobility, I decided to use my talents in support of others with disabilities.  For the past 5
years I have served as a Board Member and volunteer Treasurer of IndependenceFirst.  It
is in that regard that I am contacting you today.
I am writing to oppose the historic designation of the Marcus Center for Performing Arts.  It
is an aging building with many accessibility barriers, and a permanent historic designation
may cause the Marcus Center to significantly reduce or even drop their plans for
renovating the existing building and grounds areas.  According to the Marcus Center, the
Historic Preservation Commission staff have already stated that they would oppose many
of the planned renovations.  The facts are quite simple – without any renovations, the
Marcus Center will continue to have to deal with significant accessibility barriers for their
patrons that they cannot resolve.  With renovations, they are legally obligated to use up to
20% of the project funding toward accessibility improvements.  Over the past several
years, the Marcus Center has made incremental accessibility improvements with every
renovation that they have undertaken, but more work remains to be done before the
building can truly be considered inclusive and accessible for the people with disabilities
within our community.
Ashanti, anything you can do support not only keeping The Marcus Center a Milwaukee
resource to be treasured but a venue accessible to all will be greatly appreciated.
If you would like to learn more about this effort or IndependenceFirst, I would be happy to
introduce you to Marci Boucher our new CEO. IndependenceFirst employees over 1,300
people in its various programs. If you have time to tour their office at 540 S 1st St I am
confident you will walk away impressed by this marvelous resource for the people
disabilities in our community,
Kind regards,

John Lauber
Founder

Lauber Business Partners
924 East Wells St.  Suite 408
Milwaukee, WI 53202

John.Lauber@Lauber-Partners.com
T   (414) 273-9980
M  (414) 975-4180

 
 

mailto:john.lauber@lauber-partners.com
mailto:ahamil@milwaukee.gov
mailto:clee@milwaukee.gov
mailto:John.Lauber@Lauber-Partners.com
tel:(414)%20273-9980
tel:(414)%20975-4180


From: Jerry Mc Closkey
To: Perez, Jose
Cc: Lee, Chris
Subject: Marcus Center for Performing Arts
Date: Friday, April 26, 2019 3:23:26 PM

Dear Alderperson Perez;

I am writing to oppose the historic designation of the Marcus Center for Performing
Arts. It is an aging building with many accessibility barriers and a permanent historic
designation will cause the Marcus Center to significantly reduce or even drop their
plans for renovating the existing building and grounds areas. According to the Marcus
Center, the Historic Preservation Commission staff have already stated that they
would oppose many of the planned renovations. The facts are quite simple - without
any renovations, the Marcus Center will continue to have to deal with significant
accessibility barriers for their patrons that they cannot resolve. With renovations, they
are legally obligated to use up to 20% of the project funding toward accessibility
improvements. Over the past several years, the Marcus Center has made
incremental accessibility improvements with every renovation that they have
undertaken, but more work remains to be done before the building can truly be
considered inclusive and accessible for the people with disabilities within our
community.
The Marcus Center has seen many changes over the years, and it cannot be
considered "historic". To formalize the historic designation would be to make
permanent the barriers to accessibility.

Please oppose the historic designation for the Marcus Center.

Jerry McCloskey

mailto:gimp0421@yahoo.com
mailto:JoseG.Perez@milwaukee.gov
mailto:clee@milwaukee.gov


From: Tom Rave
To: Bauman, Robert; Coggs, Milele; JoseGPerez@milwaukee.gov; Rainey, Khalif; Stamper II, Russell
Cc: Lee, Chris; Marci Boucher
Subject: Marcus Center for Performing Arts Accessibility
Date: Sunday, April 28, 2019 10:03:37 PM

Dear Alderpersons Bauman, Coggs, Perez, Rainey and Stamper,
 
I am a director plus executive and finance committees member of IndependenceFirst, a 501(c)3
non-profit organization whose vision is full inclusion of people with disabilities in every aspect of our
community. 
 
The Marcus Center building has had many changes over the years such that the Center no longer
could carry any particular historic or architectural significance.  Some of the changes have improved
accessibility for people with disabilities that are required by the American with Disabilities Act (ADA).
The Dan Kiley-designed sunken garden with gravel, low benches and chestnut trees is the feature
that drove the historic designation by the Historic Preservation Committee.  As was commented at
the HPC meeting by people with disabilities, that garden is not accessible to people with wheel
chairs and others who suffer instability when trying to navigate the area.
 
The proposed building and landscape plans for the redevelopment of the whole Marcus Center
facility align with one of Dan Kiley’s key principles – “to reconnect human beings with their space on
their land”.  The new design would make the grove and surrounding areas accessible to everyone,
including those with disabilities. 
 
I think that accessibility by human beings is a higher priority than preservation of trees in a sunken
gravel garden that is inaccessible to people with disabilities  -  which accessibility is required under
the ADA.  Further, more accessibility changes at the Center are planned and then having to get the
approval of the Commission for all external changes, even though they would not affect the garden,
would slow the process and increase administrative expenses.  
 
I oppose the permanent historic designation by the Historic Preservation Committee (HPC) of the
Marcus Center for Performing Arts and ask that the Zoning, Neighborhoods and Development
Committee not accept or confirm that designation.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Tom Rave
Brookfield, WI
 

mailto:trave@wi.rr.com
mailto:rjbauma@milwaukee.gov
mailto:mcoggs@milwaukee.gov
mailto:JoseGPerez@milwaukee.gov
mailto:Khalif.Rainey@milwaukee.gov
mailto:Russell.StamperII@milwaukee.gov
mailto:clee@milwaukee.gov
mailto:MBoucher@independencefirst.org


From: Jerome M. Janzer
To: Perez, Jose; Rainey, Khalif; Russell.StamperII@Milwaukee.gov; Coggs, Milele; Bauman, Robert; Lee, Chris
Subject: Marcus Center
Date: Monday, April 29, 2019 1:51:37 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Dear Members of the Zoning, Neighborhoods and Development Committee,
 
I am Board Chair of the Marcus Performing Arts Center. Thank you for considering the appeal of the
Historic Preservation Committee’s designation of the Marcus Center as an historic structure. For
reasons set forth in the Opinion Editorial linked below, I believe this historic designation is
inappropriate and detrimental to the Marcus Center and its future. I respectfully ask that you
consider the views set forth in this Opinion Editorial in your consideration of this issue:
 
https://onmilwaukee.com/buzz/articles/op-ed-marcus-center-changes.html
 
Thank you for your consideration of this very important matter.
 
Respectfully,
Jerry Janzer
 
Jerome M. Janzer
Chief Executive Officer
Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren s.c.
1000 North Water Street, Suite 1700 | Milwaukee, WI 53202
Office: 414-298-8180 | Cell:  414-550-2260 | Fax: 414-298-8097
jjanzer@reinhartlaw.com  | bio | vCard | reinhartlaw.com 

 

This e-mail and any attachments may contain privileged or confidential information. This e-mail is intended solely for the use of the
individual or entity to which it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail,  you are hereby notified that any
copying, distribution, dissemination or action taken in relation to the contents of this e-mail and any of its attachments is strictly
prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and permanently delete
the original e-mail and destroy any copies or printouts of this e-mail as well as any attachments. To the extent representations are
made herein concerning matters of a client of the firm, be advised that such representations are not those of the client and do not
purport to bind them. 

mailto:JJANZER@reinhartlaw.com
mailto:JoseG.Perez@milwaukee.gov
mailto:Khalif.Rainey@milwaukee.gov
mailto:IMCEAINVALID-Russell+2EStamperII+40Milwaukee+2Egov@reinhartlaw.com
mailto:mcoggs@milwaukee.gov
mailto:rjbauma@milwaukee.gov
mailto:clee@milwaukee.gov
https://onmilwaukee.com/buzz/articles/op-ed-marcus-center-changes.html
mailto:jjanzer@reinhartlaw.com
http://www.reinhartlaw.com/people/jerome-janzer/#overview
http://www.reinhartlaw.com/wp-content/themes/reinhartlaw/include/vcard.php?id=367
http://reinhartlaw.com/



April 29, 2019 

 

Milwaukee ZND Committee Member: 

 

The Marcus Center and its facility are committed to the transformative power of live visual arts; 

anything that stops or limits changes that will help us deliver on this mission is unacceptable. 

The building does not deserve Historic designation –too much has been changed since it was 

built. 

 

Over the course of 50 years, the Center has evolved in profound ways to reflect the collaboration, 

innovation and social engagement that are at the core of what we do.  The facilities that we use to 

carry out our mission MUST change as our community changes. 

 

As it celebrates its 50th Anniversary, the Center needs to be a more welcoming, inviting, open 

and accessible facility to truly serve Milwaukee’s diverse community for the next 50 years   

When built in 1969, there were no specific accommodations for persons with disabilities. In 

every renovation since then, the Center has added accommodations and the new plan addresses 

accessibility both inside and outside to better serve our patrons with disabilities. 

Preserving the site as called for by the Historic Preservation Committee guidelines would create 

an enormous burden on the Marcus Center. It would prevent the essential changes needed for the 

Marcus Center to continue evolving to meet the changing performing arts needs of the 

community today and in the future. To take just a few examples, the preservation guidelines 

recommended by the Commission would: 

 Eliminate an important programming space on the site by requiring the dying trees in the 

chestnut grove to remain as-is 

 Hinder, and perhaps preclude, creating new lobby space for First Stage as well as the planned 

revenue generating member lounge 

 Prohibit the state-of-the-art technology displays on and around the building 

The Marcus Center has been a careful steward of the building for nearly 50 years. It has worked 

to balance the needs of the community, the needs of the non-profit groups who use the spaces 

and the financial realities of managing a complex organization while managing to balance its 

budget every year. The Marcus Center has responded to big and small changes both expected and 

unexpected over the past five decades. There is no reason to believe that we will not continue to 

carefully and thoughtfully continue to do so for the next 50. 

 

Sincerely, 

Lori A. Craig   

3512 N. Maryland Ave. Shorewood WI 53211 



 





From: Jerome M. Becker
To: Lee, Chris
Subject: The Marcus Center
Date: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 7:52:46 AM

 
Greetings:
 
I oppose Permanent Historic Designation for the Marcus Center.
 
There is simply nothing “historic” about this building in the sense intended by the relevant laws,
and it is concerning when the important purpose of historic preservation is coopted for other
ends. 
 
This kind of arts center is intended to embrace the changes, growth  and future of both the
community it serves and the artistic creativity that it nurtures.    Certainly, some theatres preserve
the graceful dignity of the theatrical past – and the preservation of those structures serves to
connect us to our cultural heritage – but this is not, nor has it ever been, that kind of theatre.  It’s
very design spoke to the future from the moment the first drawing hit the page, as an
architectural testament to what is to come, not a monument to what had already passed.  The City
already had those cultural monuments, and the City continues to preserve and support those
monuments with pride.  The lines and colors of this building evoke and inspire a sense of building
something new.  To place these kinds of restrictions on that kind of mission serves only to
condemn a valued asset of the artistic community to a state of limbo – unable to serve the future
because it has been confined to a past of which it was never a part and which it was never
intended to represent.
 
The work of historic preservation is so important, and it is precisely for that reason that the effort
must always be focused carefully on legitimate goals, and never coopted for some other purpose.
 
Aren’t LED lights great?  So many beautiful things are possible now that weren’t possible before. 
Downtown Milwaukee has become so colorful in the beauty of the night, don’t you think? 
The Marcus Center looks wonderful with these beautiful lights changing color for the occasion or
the season.  What an asset to beautiful downtown Milwaukee!
 
And I don’t remember anybody trying to use “historic preservation” to stop the Marcus from
installing those lights on its exterior.   Seems a bit inconsistent, at best.
 
Thank you for considering these thoughts.
 
Jerry Becker

__________________________________________________________________________________
Jerry Becker
Cell: 414-303-8873.   JerryBecker@Charter.net
Please forgive errors occasioned by the use of dictation software.  Thank you.

mailto:makblv@gmail.com
mailto:clee@milwaukee.gov
x-apple-data-detectors://9/
x-apple-data-detectors://10/
mailto:JerryBecker@Charter.net


From: Jackie Barber
To: Coggs, Milele; Perez, Jose; Rainey, Khalif; Stamper II, Russell; Bauman, Robert; Lee, Chris
Subject: Marcus Center
Date: Monday, April 29, 2019 10:54:41 PM

Dear ZND Committee,

I strongly believe that the recommendation of the HPC for historic designation is an
over reach.  The Marcus Center and site have undergone such extensive changes
that virtually nothing about the building or grounds is original.  With the exception of
the grove of trees, virtually every surface of the building and grounds has been
changed, removed or had significant additions made. It has been altered to such an
extent that it is no longer a Weese Building or Kiley landscape. I believe that
someone correctly referred to it as a Weese/Engberg
Anderson/Kahler Slater/La Dahlman building. 
 
This being the case, it seems like the designation is being made based on the desire
of people to save 36 trees on the south side of the building, not on the basis of
the entirety of the site being truly historic. 
 
While the building is not historic, it is very important to this community.  Not
because of its architecture but because of what happens inside and outside the
building. That is why the Marcus Center should be allowed to continue to evolve the
physical spaces to meet these needs without the burden of needing to seek
permission for every change, from a committee whose intent is to preserve the
past, and will likely be in direct conflict with the Marcus Center’s need to move into
the future to meet the needs of the community.
 
I also understand that the Council is permitted to consider not just whether the
property is historic but also factors about the interests of the business and
organization in making your decision.
 
As a private non-profit organization, the Marcus Center has a 99-year lease with
Milwaukee County and now bears the risk of maintaining and repairing the Marcus
Center building and grounds with limited public financial support in the near future
and no public financial support after 2026.  This financial burden combined with the
changing needs of patrons and arts groups makes it imperative that the Marcus
Center be allowed to have autonomy to make needed changes to the building and
grounds without the restrictions that come with Historic Designation, many of which
would prohibit them doing the things they strongly believe are critical to the long-
term viability of the organization.
 
The Marcus Center has worked to do what is right for this institution for the past 50
years and there is no reason to think they would not continue to do so in the
future. That is why I am asking that the Council not place the desire of folks to save
trees above the real and pressing needs of the Marcus Center. And that they
be allowed to continue to run their organization as they have for the past 50 years. 

mailto:hb36@wi.rr.com
mailto:mcoggs@milwaukee.gov
mailto:JoseG.Perez@milwaukee.gov
mailto:Khalif.Rainey@milwaukee.gov
mailto:Russell.StamperII@milwaukee.gov
mailto:rjbauma@milwaukee.gov
mailto:clee@milwaukee.gov


 
Jacqueline Herd-Barber
Marcus Performing Arts Center
Immediate Past Board Chair



From: Marci Boucher
To: Perez, Jose
Cc: Lee, Chris
Subject: Marcus Center for Performing Arts Accessibility
Date: Monday, April 29, 2019 6:17:05 PM

Alderman Perez,
 
I am in your district and am very concerned about the Designation of the Marcus
Center. 
 
If the designation of the Marcus Center is affirmed the necessary accessibility issues
will not be completed.
 
If the Marcus Center does not have the designation and proceeds with the planned
renovations, they will be required by law to make the necessary changes to the
facility to make it accessible for all.  The standards under the ADA for historic property
designations are more flexibility than for new construction projects and non-historic
alterations. The ADA has been a law for 29 years yet some are still waiting for their
civil rights. How long do we have to wait?
 
We have worked very closely with the City on the Riverwalk and other projects.  We
want to be a good community partner to make Milwaukee the greatest city in America
for all.  
 
Please vote to oppose the permanent historic designation by the Historic Preservation
Committee (HPC) of the Marcus Center for Performing Arts and ask that the Zoning,
Neighborhoods and Development Committee not accept or confirm that designation.
 
 
Marci Boucher t President / CEO
IndependenceFirst t 540 S 1st Street t Milwaukee, Wisconsin t 53204
Direct (414) 226-8301 t Office 414-291-7520 TTY/Relay t Fax (414) 291-7525
MBoucher@independencefirst.org  t www.independencefirst.org

 

Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail is covered by the Electronic Communications
Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. Sections 2510-2521 and is intended only for the use of the
individual to whom it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged
and confidential. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is
prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply
email and destroy all copies of the original message.

mailto:MBoucher@independencefirst.org
mailto:JoseG.Perez@milwaukee.gov
mailto:clee@milwaukee.gov
http://www.independencefirst.org/


From: Jerome M. Becker
To: Lee, Chris
Subject: The Marcus Center
Date: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 7:52:46 AM

 
Greetings:
 
I oppose Permanent Historic Designation for the Marcus Center.
 
There is simply nothing “historic” about this building in the sense intended by the relevant laws,
and it is concerning when the important purpose of historic preservation is coopted for other
ends. 
 
This kind of arts center is intended to embrace the changes, growth  and future of both the
community it serves and the artistic creativity that it nurtures.    Certainly, some theatres preserve
the graceful dignity of the theatrical past – and the preservation of those structures serves to
connect us to our cultural heritage – but this is not, nor has it ever been, that kind of theatre.  It’s
very design spoke to the future from the moment the first drawing hit the page, as an
architectural testament to what is to come, not a monument to what had already passed.  The City
already had those cultural monuments, and the City continues to preserve and support those
monuments with pride.  The lines and colors of this building evoke and inspire a sense of building
something new.  To place these kinds of restrictions on that kind of mission serves only to
condemn a valued asset of the artistic community to a state of limbo – unable to serve the future
because it has been confined to a past of which it was never a part and which it was never
intended to represent.
 
The work of historic preservation is so important, and it is precisely for that reason that the effort
must always be focused carefully on legitimate goals, and never coopted for some other purpose.
 
Aren’t LED lights great?  So many beautiful things are possible now that weren’t possible before. 
Downtown Milwaukee has become so colorful in the beauty of the night, don’t you think? 
The Marcus Center looks wonderful with these beautiful lights changing color for the occasion or
the season.  What an asset to beautiful downtown Milwaukee!
 
And I don’t remember anybody trying to use “historic preservation” to stop the Marcus from
installing those lights on its exterior.   Seems a bit inconsistent, at best.
 
Thank you for considering these thoughts.
 
Jerry Becker

__________________________________________________________________________________
Jerry Becker
Cell: 414-303-8873.   JerryBecker@Charter.net
Please forgive errors occasioned by the use of dictation software.  Thank you.
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From: Jerome M. Janzer
To: Perez, Jose; Rainey, Khalif; Russell.StamperII@Milwaukee.gov; Coggs, Milele; Bauman, Robert; Lee, Chris
Subject: Marcus Center
Date: Monday, April 29, 2019 1:51:37 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Dear Members of the Zoning, Neighborhoods and Development Committee,
 
I am Board Chair of the Marcus Performing Arts Center. Thank you for considering the appeal of the
Historic Preservation Committee’s designation of the Marcus Center as an historic structure. For
reasons set forth in the Opinion Editorial linked below, I believe this historic designation is
inappropriate and detrimental to the Marcus Center and its future. I respectfully ask that you
consider the views set forth in this Opinion Editorial in your consideration of this issue:
 
https://onmilwaukee.com/buzz/articles/op-ed-marcus-center-changes.html
 
Thank you for your consideration of this very important matter.
 
Respectfully,
Jerry Janzer
 
Jerome M. Janzer
Chief Executive Officer
Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren s.c.
1000 North Water Street, Suite 1700 | Milwaukee, WI 53202
Office: 414-298-8180 | Cell:  414-550-2260 | Fax: 414-298-8097
jjanzer@reinhartlaw.com  | bio | vCard | reinhartlaw.com 

 

This e-mail and any attachments may contain privileged or confidential information. This e-mail is intended solely for the use of the
individual or entity to which it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail,  you are hereby notified that any
copying, distribution, dissemination or action taken in relation to the contents of this e-mail and any of its attachments is strictly
prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and permanently delete
the original e-mail and destroy any copies or printouts of this e-mail as well as any attachments. To the extent representations are
made herein concerning matters of a client of the firm, be advised that such representations are not those of the client and do not
purport to bind them. 

mailto:JJANZER@reinhartlaw.com
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mailto:jjanzer@reinhartlaw.com
http://www.reinhartlaw.com/people/jerome-janzer/#overview
http://www.reinhartlaw.com/wp-content/themes/reinhartlaw/include/vcard.php?id=367
http://reinhartlaw.com/



April 29, 2019 

 

Milwaukee ZND Committee Member: 

 

The Marcus Center and its facility are committed to the transformative power of live visual arts; 

anything that stops or limits changes that will help us deliver on this mission is unacceptable. 

The building does not deserve Historic designation –too much has been changed since it was 

built. 

 

Over the course of 50 years, the Center has evolved in profound ways to reflect the collaboration, 

innovation and social engagement that are at the core of what we do.  The facilities that we use to 

carry out our mission MUST change as our community changes. 

 

As it celebrates its 50th Anniversary, the Center needs to be a more welcoming, inviting, open 

and accessible facility to truly serve Milwaukee’s diverse community for the next 50 years   

When built in 1969, there were no specific accommodations for persons with disabilities. In 

every renovation since then, the Center has added accommodations and the new plan addresses 

accessibility both inside and outside to better serve our patrons with disabilities. 

Preserving the site as called for by the Historic Preservation Committee guidelines would create 

an enormous burden on the Marcus Center. It would prevent the essential changes needed for the 

Marcus Center to continue evolving to meet the changing performing arts needs of the 

community today and in the future. To take just a few examples, the preservation guidelines 

recommended by the Commission would: 

 Eliminate an important programming space on the site by requiring the dying trees in the 

chestnut grove to remain as-is 

 Hinder, and perhaps preclude, creating new lobby space for First Stage as well as the planned 

revenue generating member lounge 

 Prohibit the state-of-the-art technology displays on and around the building 

The Marcus Center has been a careful steward of the building for nearly 50 years. It has worked 

to balance the needs of the community, the needs of the non-profit groups who use the spaces 

and the financial realities of managing a complex organization while managing to balance its 

budget every year. The Marcus Center has responded to big and small changes both expected and 

unexpected over the past five decades. There is no reason to believe that we will not continue to 

carefully and thoughtfully continue to do so for the next 50. 

 

Sincerely, 

Lori A. Craig   

3512 N. Maryland Ave. Shorewood WI 53211 



 



From: Marci Boucher
To: Perez, Jose
Cc: Lee, Chris
Subject: Marcus Center for Performing Arts Accessibility
Date: Monday, April 29, 2019 6:17:05 PM

Alderman Perez,
 
I am in your district and am very concerned about the Designation of the Marcus
Center. 
 
If the designation of the Marcus Center is affirmed the necessary accessibility issues
will not be completed.
 
If the Marcus Center does not have the designation and proceeds with the planned
renovations, they will be required by law to make the necessary changes to the
facility to make it accessible for all.  The standards under the ADA for historic property
designations are more flexibility than for new construction projects and non-historic
alterations. The ADA has been a law for 29 years yet some are still waiting for their
civil rights. How long do we have to wait?
 
We have worked very closely with the City on the Riverwalk and other projects.  We
want to be a good community partner to make Milwaukee the greatest city in America
for all.  
 
Please vote to oppose the permanent historic designation by the Historic Preservation
Committee (HPC) of the Marcus Center for Performing Arts and ask that the Zoning,
Neighborhoods and Development Committee not accept or confirm that designation.
 
 
Marci Boucher t President / CEO
IndependenceFirst t 540 S 1st Street t Milwaukee, Wisconsin t 53204
Direct (414) 226-8301 t Office 414-291-7520 TTY/Relay t Fax (414) 291-7525
MBoucher@independencefirst.org  t www.independencefirst.org

 

Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail is covered by the Electronic Communications
Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. Sections 2510-2521 and is intended only for the use of the
individual to whom it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged
and confidential. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is
prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply
email and destroy all copies of the original message.

mailto:MBoucher@independencefirst.org
mailto:JoseG.Perez@milwaukee.gov
mailto:clee@milwaukee.gov
http://www.independencefirst.org/


From: Jackie Barber
To: Coggs, Milele; Perez, Jose; Rainey, Khalif; Stamper II, Russell; Bauman, Robert; Lee, Chris
Subject: Marcus Center
Date: Monday, April 29, 2019 10:54:41 PM

Dear ZND Committee,

I strongly believe that the recommendation of the HPC for historic designation is an
over reach.  The Marcus Center and site have undergone such extensive changes
that virtually nothing about the building or grounds is original.  With the exception of
the grove of trees, virtually every surface of the building and grounds has been
changed, removed or had significant additions made. It has been altered to such an
extent that it is no longer a Weese Building or Kiley landscape. I believe that
someone correctly referred to it as a Weese/Engberg
Anderson/Kahler Slater/La Dahlman building. 
 
This being the case, it seems like the designation is being made based on the desire
of people to save 36 trees on the south side of the building, not on the basis of
the entirety of the site being truly historic. 
 
While the building is not historic, it is very important to this community.  Not
because of its architecture but because of what happens inside and outside the
building. That is why the Marcus Center should be allowed to continue to evolve the
physical spaces to meet these needs without the burden of needing to seek
permission for every change, from a committee whose intent is to preserve the
past, and will likely be in direct conflict with the Marcus Center’s need to move into
the future to meet the needs of the community.
 
I also understand that the Council is permitted to consider not just whether the
property is historic but also factors about the interests of the business and
organization in making your decision.
 
As a private non-profit organization, the Marcus Center has a 99-year lease with
Milwaukee County and now bears the risk of maintaining and repairing the Marcus
Center building and grounds with limited public financial support in the near future
and no public financial support after 2026.  This financial burden combined with the
changing needs of patrons and arts groups makes it imperative that the Marcus
Center be allowed to have autonomy to make needed changes to the building and
grounds without the restrictions that come with Historic Designation, many of which
would prohibit them doing the things they strongly believe are critical to the long-
term viability of the organization.
 
The Marcus Center has worked to do what is right for this institution for the past 50
years and there is no reason to think they would not continue to do so in the
future. That is why I am asking that the Council not place the desire of folks to save
trees above the real and pressing needs of the Marcus Center. And that they
be allowed to continue to run their organization as they have for the past 50 years. 

mailto:hb36@wi.rr.com
mailto:mcoggs@milwaukee.gov
mailto:JoseG.Perez@milwaukee.gov
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Jacqueline Herd-Barber
Marcus Performing Arts Center
Immediate Past Board Chair



From: Susan Scot Fry
To: Lee, Chris
Subject: Fwd: Support for the Marcus Center for the Performing Arts appeal against historical status designation
Date: Monday, April 29, 2019 11:40:00 AM

Dear Staff Assistant Lee,

I have recently sent the following email to several of the Aldermen and Alderwomen
involved in reviewing the actions described in the subject line. I would appreciate if
you would include the official record of the meeting. Thank you.

 
My name is Susan Fry and I’m the Executive Director of Optimist Theatre, producers of
Milwaukee’s free Shakespeare in the Park. I’m writing in support of the Marcus Center
for the Performing Arts.
 
My perspectives are a unique blend. Professionally, as a Resident Partner with the
Marcus Center. Personally, I am a resident in the Brewer’s Hill neighborhood historic
district.

My 147 year-old home is not just a residence. I feel a strong sense of stewardship to
preserve the home, the neighborhood, and how it visually and architecturally
represents the rich heritage of Milwaukee. I am proud of this and take it very seriously.
 
As a Resident Partner with the Marcus Center for the Performing Arts, I have seen and
experienced the depth of character, care, and vision represented by the staff. As I
combine my perspectives and experiences, I must say that I am 100% in support of the
assertion that the Marcus Center and grounds do not warrant historical status.
 
Yes, there is deep history there. The history is represented by their commitment to
programming and to their outreach to ensure that great art is available to all walks of
life. I’ve found them to be caring stewards of their building and grounds as it’s evolved
over time. The proposals they’ve made are exciting to me as a founder of a professional
arts organization. They are also in keeping with my commitment to preserve our
history.
 
And yet, I do not believe that historical status is warranted. The building and grounds
are not their original configuration. In keeping with the Marcus Center staff’s
commitment for the arts and downtown aesthetic offerings, they have thoughtfully
evolved those grounds and buildings over their 50 years, least of which is that they are
ADA accessible.
 
Our missions dovetail. Shakespeare in the Park is free to see but far from free to

mailto:ssfry@optimisttheatre.org
mailto:clee@milwaukee.gov


produce. It exists to serve the greater good, to bring people from our segregated city
together for a shared experience. The support we’ve received from the Marcus Center
has enabled us to jump from an average of 2,000 people per season to over 3,500.
Their proposed upgrades to the grounds will enable to us reach and deliver a quality
production like never before. Without them, we will have maximized our potential to
connect with the citizens of the greater Milwaukee area. This is something that our
little company and the Marcus Center have in common.
 
My personal home requires a financial outlay for maintenance that is slightly higher
than a home that is not designated as historical. The same would happen with the
Marcus Center thus effectively placing limits on their outreach and community support.
 
In order to keep up with the evolving demands of our audiences, and to be a vital part
of the downtown Milwaukee renaissance, they need to be able to act both quickly and
conscientiously. Over the years, they have proven their commitment to this higher
purpose.
 
There are several Marcus Center proposals for evolution that will directly impact our
ability to deliver on the right the people of our community have to the transformative
powers of theatre. In particular:
 
- Outdoor projected signage. This is a large ticket item for a disposal resource that
Optimist Theatre expends every season. Utilizing the proposed signage will enable us
to re-direct those funds to our number one line item – employment. Since Optimist
Theatre only hires local cast, crew and vendors, that money goes directly back into the
local economy.
 
- Sound system expansion. Currently, Shakespeare in the Park can effectively reach
audience members located within the physical bounds of the Peck Pavilion. With the
proposed sound system enhancements, we will be able to create a quality experience
for a much larger population. It is one of the only ways we can evolve to meet the
growing demands of the greater Milwaukee area on accessibility to our performances.
 
- Green space. Optimist Theatre expends a great deal on community outreach. When we
are able to successfully entice our fellows from the inner city to make the trek
downtown – no mean feat – we have to deliver. A green space is a much more
attractive and welcoming setting than the grove.
 
I was raised by a mother who was an avid gardener. Truly astounding work so I have a
deep appreciation for plant life. As such, I also feel strongly that letting the sun shine in
to an area planted with trees is better for the trees than the deep shade now cast by
the chestnut trees.
 



In conclusion, please accept my support as one of the voices of the people of
Milwaukee and as a representative for the arts and history.
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.
 
Sincerely,
Susan Fry
Executive Director, Optimist Theatre
Proud Brewer’s Hill Historic District Homeowner
 
 
 
 
 

Susan Scot Fry
Executive Director
Optimist Theatre - Shakespeare in the Park
www.FreeShakespeareInThePark.org
262-498-5777
SSFry@OptimistTheatre.org
Let's celebrate a milestone! 2019 will mark the 10th anniversary of Shakespeare in the Park!
Join us from June 25th through July 13th of 2019 for the delightful comedy, The Comedy of Errors.
Shakespeare in the Park is sponsored by the Isabel and Alfred Bader Fund and the Gerda A
Debelak Fund via the Greater Milwaukee Foundation

http://www.freeshakespeareinthepark.org/
http://bader.org/about-us/bader-philanthropies/isabel-alfred-bader-fund/
https://www.greatermilwaukeefoundation.org/




From: Tom Rave
To: Bauman, Robert; Coggs, Milele; Donovan, Robert; Hamilton, Ashanti; Kovac, Nik; Murphy, Michael (Alderman);

Perez, Jose; Stamper II, Russell; Witkowski, Terry
Cc: Lee, Chris; Marci Boucher
Subject: Historic Designation of the Marcus Center for the Performing Arts
Date: Monday, May 06, 2019 11:00:48 AM

Dear Common Council Member,
 
Last Tuesday, the ZND Committee voted against the Marcus Center being designated as a
historic facility.  At tomorrow’s Common Council meeting, there may be an item to have just
the sunken garden with gravel and a grove of chestnut trees that is on the south side of the
building be designated as historic.  The rationale is that the garden was designed by Dan
Kiley, a landscape designer of some renown, who has designed several other landscapes in
greater Milwaukee and that it provides an outdoors respite in an urban setting.
 
That garden is inaccessible to people with disabilities due to the steps to get in and out of it,
the gravel that is challenging to navigate in a wheel chair and the combination of trees and
benches close together.  In addition, it has already been changed from its original design with
the addition of the low benches – which prohibit the ease of movement for all and especially
for those with mobile disabilities – and the elimination of four trees.  More trees will
probably need to be removed and replaced with trees other than chestnuts going forward.
 
Proponents for historic designation are suggesting that ramps be added to the garden, but
building a ramp in the grove will not solve these issues:

1) the ramp will have to be very large to be ADA compliant
2) trees will need to be removed to accommodate the ramp
3) building a ramp will change the designer Kiley's vision for “the grove as a place

for people to wander through with no direction”     
4) the surface of the ground is not wheelchair friendly
5) gradient of the cement walkway will be at an angle that is not wheelchair

compatible. 
 
Due to those changes and the fact that it does not meet Americans with Disabilities Act –
which is 29 years old – standards, the I am asking that you not vote tomorrow that the Marcus
Center garden be designated as historic. 
 
Thank you.
 
 
Tom Rave
Director, IndependenceFirst 
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