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In 2017, the USDA 
estimated that 11.8 
percent of American 
households were food 
insecure at least some 
time during the year 
in 2017, meaning they 
lacked access to 
enough food for an 
active, healthy life for 
all household 
members
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Population (2017 5 YR ACS): 599,086

Est. Population outside of a 
grocery service area:

124,000
(21%)
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Poverty Rate

City of Milwaukee   

Individuals 29.4% 

Families 25.3% 

Families with children under 18 36.7% 

    

Cities with highest household poverty rates 

Detroit 39.3% 

Cleveland 39.2% 

Fresno 30.5% 

Memphis 29.8% 

Milwaukee 29.4% 

St. Louis 28.5% 
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Vehicle Availability

Percent of households with no vehicle 
available 

18.4% 

    

Cities with lowest levels of vehicle availability 

New York, NY 55.7% 

Washington, DC 37.9% 

Boston, MA 35.8% 

Philadelphia, PA 33.1% 

San Francisco, CA 31.0% 

Balitmore, MD 31.0% 

Buffalo, NY 30.2% 

Syracuse, NY 29.8% 

Chicago, IL 28.0% 

Detroit, MI 24.6% 
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Obesity Rate

City of Milwaukee obesity rate 37.2% 

Milwaukee MSA obesity rate 26.4% 

    

MSAs with highest obesity rates   

Baton Rouge, LA 35.9% 

Harrisburg, PA 35.3% 

Little Rock, AR 34.1% 

Dayton, OH 33.5% 

Tulsa, OK 33.5% 

Memphis, TN 33.2% 
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Diabetes Rate

Milwaukee County rate of diagnosed 
diabetes 

10.1% 

    

County rates of diagnosed diabetes   

St. Louis (city) 13.5% 

Baltimore (city) 12.3% 

Shelby County (Memphis, TN) 12.2% 

Wayne County (Detroit, MI) 12.0% 

Cuyahoga County (Cleveland, OH) 12.0% 

Olreans Parish (New Orleans, LA) 11.9% 

Philadelphia County (Phila., PA) 11.5% 

Marion County (Indianapolis, IN) 10.5% 

Milwaukee County (Milwaukee, WI) 10.1% 

Franklin County (Columbus, OH) 9.9% 

Allegeheny County (Pittsburgh, PA) 9.7% 

Fulton County (Atlanta, GA) 8.7% 

Cook County (Chicago, IL) 8.5% 

Hennepin County (Minneapolis, MN) 6.8% 
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Fresh Food Access Report
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Fresh Food Access Report Goals

1. Identify location of local food access areas
2. Identify food access initiatives and market trends
3. Identify retail food facility financing programs
4. Identify initiatives to better connect neighborhoods 
to healthy food sources
5. Improve the access of local residents to affordable 
fresh, healthy food



Zoning, Neighborhoods & Development Committee
March 2019

Community Partners
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Other City Departments:
License Division

Department of City Development 
Commercial Corridors Team/Planning

Milwaukee Health Department

Environmental Collaboration Office
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NEEDS AND ISSUES:  MAINTENANCE 



INVENTORY

Vacant Lot improvement project: Ezekiel 

Gillespie Park

• 27 sites, comprising 55 vacant lots 

improved

• 14 urban orchards

• 7 pocket parks

• 5 community gardens

• 1 commercial farm



Fondy Park



Cream City Farm
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Alternate food models
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Alternate food models
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Fresh Food Access Report 
Strategies & 
Recommendations:

Update Food Access Maps
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Fresh Food Access Report Strategies & 
Recommendations:
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Fresh Food Access Report Strategies & 
Recommendations:



Questions
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