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CUSTOMER SERVICE GOALS

• Simplify the landscape code, and make 

landscape requirements more practical 

and user-friendly.

• Build flexibility into the code, allowing a 

broad range of options for planting 

borders, buffers, and islands

• Provide solutions for retrofits of existing 

sites that are unable to comply with the 

code.

• Develop a “landscape pattern book” that 

shows acceptable strategies for 

landscaping



URBAN DESIGN GOALS

• Ensure a safe, well-defined and 

pedestrian friendly public realm.

• Protect and enhance the aesthetic 

quality of the city.

• Screen unsightly uses and utilitarian 

features from public streets.

• Provide buffers between incompatible 

uses.

• Require existing sites to be brought up 

to current standards.



ENVIRONMENTAL GOALS

• Increase the amount of trees in the city.

• Reduce the amount of impervious 

pavement in the city. 

• Encourage the use of green 

infrastructure.

• Ensure long term health and 

maintenance of plants.

• Require existing sites to be brought up 

to current standards.







Table 295-405-3-a

OPTIONS FOR SCREENING PARKING LOTS AND VEHICLE OPERATING AREAS FROM STREETS

Option A Option B Option C

Minimum width of 

landscaped area
10 ft. 5 ft. none

Type and minimum number of 

plants required in landscaped 

area

4 low shrubs or 8 

perennials/ornamental 

grasses per 10 linear ft.

4 low shrubs or 8 

perennials/ornamental 

grasses per 20 linear ft.

none

Minimum number of canopy 

trees required

1 canopy tree per 

20 linear ft.

1 canopy tree per 

20 linear ft.

1 tree per 

40 linear ft.

Fence/wall required none ornamental metal fence masonry wall

Minimum fence/wall height none 3 ft. 3 ft.

Fence/wall opacity requirement

Portions above 4 ft. 

shall be at least 50% 

open

Portions above 4 ft. 

shall be at least 50% 

open

Portions below 3 ft. 

shall be at least 50% 

opaque; portions above 

4 ft. shall be at least 

50% open











PARKING LOT LANDSCAPING



Amount Required

1 canopy tree and 

100 square feet of landscape area 

for every 4 parking spaces.

Location 

Within 50 feet of the parking lot.

Perimeter landscape areas count

Green Infrastructure

Landscape requirements may be 

reduced to no less than 1 tree and 100 

square feet of landscape area per 8 

parking spaces if the following green 

infrastructure features are provided as 

a substitute for trees and landscape 

areas.

PARKING LOT LANDSCAPING



Permeable Paving

100 square feet of permeable paving may be substituted 

for 1 tree and 100 square feet of landscaped area.

Rain Gardens

100 square feet of rain garden with a rain water catchment 

area of at least 1,000 square feet may be substituted for 1 

tree and 100 square feet of landscaped area.

Bioswales

50 cubic feet (375 gallons) of bio-retention capacity with a 

rain water catchment area of at least 1,000 square feet 

may be substituted for 1 tree and 100 square feet of 

landscaped area.

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

















APPLICABILITY

• New Construction

• Additions or Expansions

• Repaving or Reconstruction

• Change in Use

• Substantial Improvement

Depave.org



EXISTING SITES “RETROFITS”

Reduced standards are permitted applicable due to a…

• repaving or reconstruction, a 

• change in the use being screened, or a 

• substantial improvement to an existing building.

Options A & B: The minimum width of 

landscape area may be reduced by up to 50% 

Option C: An ornamental metal fence with 

masonry piers may be used rather than a 

masonry wall.

Landscaping: 1 tree and 100 square feet of 

landscape area per 8 parking spaces. This may 

be further reduced through the use of green 

infrastructure.









Parking Lot Retrofit at

5601 North Hawley Road

BEFORE

AFTER



Parking Lot Retrofit at

1701 West North Avenue

BEFORE

AFTER



QUESTIONS?


