From: |schaal @sbcglobal .net

Sent: Tuesday, July 21, 2009 6:00 PM

To: MacDonald, Terry

Subject: Tracking trash - MIT News Office

http://web.mit.edu/newsoffice/2009/trash-0715.html

Hi Terri,

Can you send this to the members of the Recycling Task Force Please?
Interesting article out of MIT.

Thanks,

UrbanRe Vitalization Group LLC
3260 N Humboldt Blvd

Milwaukee WI 53212

414-231-3291

414-364-5422(cell)
www.urbanrevitalizationgroupllc.com
info@urevitalize.org

Lisa Schaal
President
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e-news A team of MIT researchers today announced a major project called Trash
tech talk Track, which aims to get people thinking about what they throw away. Trash

Track relies on the development of special electronic tags that will track
different types of waste on their journey through the disposal systems of New
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York and Seattle. The project will monitor the patterns and costs of urban
services disposal and create awareness of the impact of trash on our environment -
_ revealing the last journey of our everyday objects.
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submit news "Trash is one of today's most pressing issues - both directly and as a P d d
promote news reflection of our attitudes and behaviors," says Professor Carlo Ratti, head of
media inquiries the MIT SENSEable City lab. "Our project aims to reveal the disposal process
about us of our everyday objects, as well as to highlight potential inefficiencies in
news office info today's recycling and sanitation systems. The project could be considered the
MIT background urban equivalent of nuclear medicine - when a tracer is injected and followed
through the human body.
contact

"The study of what we could call the 'removal chain' is becoming as important
I I I N as that of the supply chain," the lab's associate director, Assaf Biderman,

Visualization mock-up
explains. “Trash Track aims to make the removal chain more transparent. We (gmulated). Enlar ge image

hope that the project will promote behavioral change and encourage people
to make more sustainable decisions about what they consume and how it
affects the world around them."

TOOLS

£ Print version
Trash Track will enlist volunteers in two target cities - New York and Seattle -

who will allow pieces of their trash to be electronically tagged with special

wireless location markers, or "trash tags." Thousands of these markers,

attached to a waste sample representative of the city's overall consumption,

will calculate their location through triangulation and report it to a central £1 Share
server, where the data will be analyzed and processed in real time. The
public will be able to view the migration patterns of the trash online, as well as
in an exhibit at the Architectural League in New York City and in the Seattle
Public Library, starting in September 2009. CONTACT
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Trash Track was initially inspired by the Green NYC Initiative, the goal of Patti Richards
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which is to increase the rate of waste recycling in New York to almost 100
percent by 2030. Currently, only about 30 percent of the city's waste is
diverted from landfills for recycling. "We hope that Trash Track will also point
the way to a possible urban future: that of a system where, thanks to the
pervasive usage of smart tags, 100 percent recycling could become a reality,"
says project leader, Musstanser Tinauli.

"Carlo Ratti and his team have come up with a visionary project to help
people take ownership of their pollution,” says Roger Highfield, editor of New
Scientist magazine, which will be helping to deploy a third batch of tags in
London, U.K. "It's all too easy to throw something in the garbage and wash
your hands of it if you don't know what effect you are directly having on the
environment."

With this project, the MIT SENSEable City Laboratory seeks to couple high-
tech, rapidly evolving technology with an everyday human activity: trash
disposal. Trash Track builds on some of the lab's previous projects - including
Real Time Rome and the New York Talk Exchange - gathering, assessing
and analyzing real-time data to improve urban functionality.

The Trash Track team at the SENSEable City Lab is composed of Carlo
Ratti, Assaf Biderman, Rex Britter, Stephen Miles, Musstanser Tinauli, E.
Roon Kang, Alan Anderson, Avid Boustani, Natalia Duque Ciceri, Lorenzo
Davolli, Jennifer Dunnam, Samantha Earl, Lewis Girod, Srabjit Kaur, Armin
Linke, Eugenio Morello, Sarah Neilson, Giovanni de Niederhausern, Jill
Passano, Renato Rinaldi, Francisca Rojas, Louis Sirota and Malima Wolf.
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