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HARBOR DISTRICT RIVERWALK OUTREACH  

One-on-one conversations with owners of 36 of 42 parcels within proposed 

overlay zone (attempts were made to contact all property owners individually).

Mailing went out to all property owners with an invitation to public meeting 

and/or one-on-one conversation. 

Public meeting was held on October 18, 2018 and attended by over 50 people, 

primarily business and property owners within BID #51.  



HARBOR DISTRICT RIVERWALK BOUNDARY  

The overlay is generally located along 

the west side of the Kinnickinnic River 

extending from the confluence of the 

Milwaukee and Kinnickinnic Rivers 

south to Lincoln Avenue and along the 

eastern side of the Kinnickinnic River 

south of the South Channel of the Bay 

View Grand Trunk Wetland south to 

Lincoln Avenue.



PENDING PROJECTS

Harbor View Plaza

Komatsu

Michels / R1VER

Grand Trunk Wetland





THE RIVERWALK PROCESS:  
4 STEPS…



THE RIVERWALK PROCESS:  
1.) Establish a Zoning Overlay

• File #180945 would establish Harbor District SPROZ

• SPROZ Design Standards require DCD/CPC Design Review for development within 50 feet 
of riverward property line to insure design follows intent of overlay

• Construction of a Riverwalk segment required at time of new construction or substantial 
improvement of a principal structure (anywhere on property)



THE RIVERWALK PROCESS:  
2.) Approve Design Standards

• File #180946 would create Harbor District Riverwalk Design Standards 

• Standards include requirements for widths, materials, lighting, amenities, river-facing 
building design, etc.

• Standards designed to integrate Riverwalk with “working waterfront” business operations 



THE RIVERWALK PROCESS:  
3.) Develop detailed, Harbor District specific Design Standards 

• During 2019 DCD anticipates working with HDI to engage a design firm to develop 
detailed Harbor District design standards in cooperation with area property owners 

• These updated standards would create an overall aesthetic for the Harbor District 
Riverwalk, identify specific treatments, and address challenging site conditions   

• Initial “baseline” standards in effect until creation and adoption of detailed standards



THE RIVERWALK PROCESS:  
4.) Riverwalk segments constructed as redevelopment occurs

• City cost sharing formula expected to follow existing practice used in Downtown Riverwalk 

• Owners enter into easement agreements that spell out maintenance and other ongoing 
requirements in exchange for City financing

• Property owners could also elect to construct segments of the Riverwalk “up front,” 
potentially in partnership with BID as was done in the Third Ward Riverwalk 





DESIGN STANDARDS SUMMARY
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DESIGN STANDARDS SUMMARY



• Common Council Approval

• Develop Detailed Harbor 
District Riverwalk Design 
Standards (anticipated 2019)

• Implementation 

NEXT STEPS…


