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October 22, 2018 
 
City of Milwaukee 
Office of City Clerk  
Licenses Committee  
City Hall – 200 E. Wells Street 
Room 105 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 
 
 
RE: ROCK BOTTOM RESTAURANT & BREWERY 
 740 N. PLANKINTON AVE., MILWAUKEE, WI  
 
 
Dear Licensing Commission: 
 
We ask this letter serve as confirmation of measures to which we have agreed about our on-going use of 
our patio along the Riverwalk.   
 
First, we want to state we understand our obligation to maintain no less than a five (5) foot pedestrian 
access 24/7 throughout the year without exception along the Riverwalk.  
 
We have been working with Mr. Claude Krawczyk who is a resident of the condos located at 730 N. 
Plankinton. Mr. Krawczyk expressed concerns about our use of the patio and the right of way flow.  In 
hopes of making passage through this space more inviting and convenient for pedestrians, we propose 
the following.  
 
1) We agree to install prominent signage at both the north and south end of the patio area as well as along 
the railing. Signage will serve two purposes. One, to inform pedestrians of their right to access the 
pathway at any time and, two, to inform our patrons that the pathway is a pedestrian pathway and is not 
to be obstructed by either individuals or furniture at any time.  
 
2) We will assure our staff is sensitive to the issues herein and maintains the right of way in accordance. 
During high volume periods, we understand this may mean limited access to the patio to assure the 
pedestrian pathway remains unimpeded.  
 
3) Subject to approval by the City and our Landlord, we agree to further explore pathway demarcation.  
We have already initiated conversations with our landlord and are happy to invite Mr. Krawczyk to 
participate in those discussions. Since we do not own that space, we need to have a solid understanding 
of what we are permitted to do as a Tenant before we can commit to exactly what that might look like, 
but as business owners, we are open to creating a pedestrian pathway to avoid any misunderstanding 
regarding use of the space. 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We consider ourselves valuable corporate citizens of Milwaukee and have enjoyed our space along the 
Riverwalk since 1997.  While the incident that triggered these conversations was unfortunate on multiple 
levels, it did serve to remind us of our obligations and privileged use of the Riverwalk space.  We apologize 
for any misuse of the space in the past and assure a renewed commitment to maintaining the Riverwalk 
pathway as was always intended.  
 
We invite the Licenses Committee to contact us with any questions or concerns they may have and thank 
you in advance for your time and consideration.  We have also invite Alderman Bauman to join the 
conversation and express any concerns he may have.  
 
 Sincerely,  
 
 
Jill Mirate 
Agent / General Manager  
Rock Bottom Restaurant & Brewery   
 
 
Cc: Becca Fischer – General Counsel Rock Bottom (bfischer@cwrestaurants.com) 
 Stacie Callie – Westown Association (stacie@westown.org)  
 Claude Krawczyk –Riverwalk Resident (Claude.Krawczyk@wilaw.com)  
 Alderman Robert Bauman – 4th District (rjbauma@milwaukee.gov) 
 Rick Mitchell - Landlord (riverbankplaza@att.net)  
 David Carr and Jake Remington – Counsel for Rock Bottom (David.Carr@huschblackwell.com; 
 Jake.Remington@huschblackwell.com) 
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