Tom Barrert
Mayor, City of Milwaukee

December 18, 2008

Dear President-Elect Barack Obama Transition Team & Wisconsin Congressional
Delegation:

Thank you for the recent meetings and ongoing discussions we have had regarding the
potential federal stimulus proposals and upcoming appropriations. I stand ready to work
with the new Congress and new Administration on economic recovery and ask that you
allocate stimulus funding directly to the City of Milwaukee.

As we have discussed, thriving urban economies are essential to a national economic
recovery and local government can play a vital role in jump starting the economy. The
City of Milwaukee is experiencing increasing challenges relating to the impact of
foreclosures, job losses, and declining consumer spending. Those downturns also
increase demand for the City services that people increasingly rely on in these tough
times.

Recent passage of the financial investment bailout was done in recognition of need to
address the credit and housing crisis. Now it is time to invest in communities and
workers who also need assistance to recover in these losses. By working together with
local government, we can most immediately impact economic change.

The City of Milwaukee submits these projects and spending priorities for your serious
consideration. Priority has been given to those projects that are ready for action and that
can be jump started in a short timeframe if given the green light on funding. They will
create jobs and reinvest in infrastructure that will last for generations. For decades cities
have suffered government cutbacks that have pressured decisions that have under funded
cities’ long-term infrastructure and maintenance needs. Funding these projects will begin
to reverse that trend. The City of Milwaukee has the tools to initiate projects quickly and
to employ local residents who reside in neighborhoods facing the highest unemployment
rates. Our project priorities combine an immediate economic impact with our mutual
interests in ongoing economic and environmental sustainability.



We must also address the transit needs of the future while maintaining our local
infrastructure. We support Governor Doyle’s proposals for investments in transit for the
Midwest High Speed Rail initiative connecting Milwaukee to Madison. This would be a
catalyst for significant private development. The Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee (KRM)
commuter rail line along with Milwaukee’s Downtown Connector would link thousands
of jobs to workers in the region across a 33 mile stretch.

I also think it is important to provide longer-term proposals that will invest in future job
creation, technology, and innovation. Milwaukee has set a course and strategic plan to
become a fresh water hub for the world. With investments in infrastructure, technology,
and research we can collaborate with education and private sector resources to launch the
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee School of Fresh Water Sciences.

Thank you for your work and consideration on these issues. Your partnership in
advancing these proposals will help the city, region, state and nation begin an economic
recovery and invest in a thriving future.

Sincerely,

Tom Barrett

Mayor

¢ Governor Jim Doyle

Milwaukee Legislative Delegation
Milwaukee Common Council

" Office of the Mayor « City Hall - 200 East Wells Screet - Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202
{414) 286-2200 . fax (414) 286-3191 . mayor@milwaukee.gov
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