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The Riverworks Business Improvement District #25 has changed over the past sixteen-years. Currently, over 220
businesses operate in the district while providing work for over 2,500 employees. Inciuded in those numbers is a growing
community of small, entrepreneurial businesses that are finding their way to Milwaukee’s Creative District—THE

RIVERWORKS CENTER.

Riverworks' legacy tells the story of major manufacturing facilities and brands that employed thousands and churned out
products and services: like automobiles, electrical controls, flexible packaging, and appliances. As was the case in most
American cities, the manufacturing environment changed and left behind buildings and spaces that have sometimes : - i

proven hard to repurpose. , oyt 5

Fortunately for Riverworks our blue rlbbon location has allowed the dlstrict to ﬂnuﬂsh The district nﬁers ready—made

access to transportation, popuiat:on density, housing, retail options: We ve gut it ail really close, 1|ke no other. distru:t P -

..

Small businesses, particularly those associated with small batch and craft }'nanufac-turing, are finditig our real é_.stéte :

inventory to be affordable, right-sized, and convenient. 3 b ¥

The district, at the direction of our board of directors, has malntained business fnendiy facade grants beautiﬁcatlon efforts

including graffih removzl, BID organized events and a strong relatwnshlp wﬁh our dlstnct fire and pohce serwces

Y ! '. - T

In the last two years, Riverworks hzs also taken the lead on developmg a reg{onal approach W|th Glendale, Shurewood and

the City of Mllwauxee to create strategies that consider the Capltol Drive corridor's future as an econumic engme for
T _ 5

growth. : : : L R =
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That effort originated from a Riverworks program called "The North C oast‘Summlt whlch is an mnovatwe gathermg of

multi-jurisdictional public offi Clals busmesses and communlty 1eaders eager to meet and dtscover shared opportunlties

Our recent branding of Riverworks as Milwaukee’s Creatwe Uis‘tr:::t has mtroduced many small husmess owners from
Milwaukee's North Shere suburbs, Riverwest, East Side, and Harambee commumtles 1o know how acessible, safe, and” -

productive it is to operate a business in our district. -

Current projects being worked on include connecting customers to the dnstr:cts growmg community of sellers via eventsl

like Rwerworks Week and the creation of new pathways for crafi and commerce in deaukee S Creatwe District™.
; o : !

Thanks for your support, S5 3 &

Darryl Johnson, Executive Directar



GETTING TWISTED IN RIVERWORKS!

In 2013 Mait and Katie Wessel started Milwaukee Pretzel
and soon after moved their company to Riverworks.
Located in the multi-tenant creative enterprise campus
called the Milk Plant, Milwaukee Pretzel has experienced
rapid growth.

Along with the cost effective space. :the Wessel's
appreciate their business’ proximity to the bus line which
proviﬂes safe and convenient access to a ready—to-go local
workforce. The young ‘entrepreneurs also enjoj; the
less-than-10 minute commute f"om their hnme located in
the Nurth Shore. :

Llcyd Levin, the owneF of the Milk. Piant is an actwe

: member of the district’s real estate commumty He was an i

early adapter of the mlxed-use- concept and has a
well-earned _reputation. for creating ‘successful

3 _. collaborative-work spaces.

¥

He i not alone, as the list of 'pmpeﬂies that have been -
Geveloped to cater to small and emergmg creative ,

enterprises is on the rise in Mllwaukee s Creative D]Strll:t
A number of bu'idmgs ongmally intended for snngle ‘use

occupants are converhng to muiti-tenant hubs dedlcated- y

to creative ection .-

»
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Rwerwork:. Is hard at work with the real estate comrnumty
to weicome our regmn ‘s creative class of busmesses and.is.

' starting to tark[e issues of connectwaty and commerce.

5 The BiD's - f"avorable location and mfrastrucfure present

- excatmg prospects for the future,

Through partnerships events; marketmg and strateglc

plannrng the dlstrlct is’ creatmg more opportunities for ~

customers to secure_ produets proudly sourced: from
businesses located in the districi. i

x
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Like an authentic, Bavarian pretzel, Riverworks brings a
ﬁresh twist to community and business development in
M:lwaukee s beautiful no; Th east netghborhoods

RESOURC S & EVENTS

FACADE AND SECURITY GRANTS
The BID continues to reward property improvements with our motivating $5,000 Facade Grant
program. The BID board has recently expanded the program to include security upgrade projects,

including the installation of cameras and lighting.

BUSINESS ASSISTANCE

The BID staff is available to assist BID businesses with technical issues relating o building codes, real

‘estate malters, City of Milwaukee grant opportunities, and as a general Fesodrre: for our' business

- ownars. Along with the Riverworks Development Corpnratlon the BID hosts quar’lerly commuruty

: meetmgs featurmg relevant guest speakers and netwcrkmg cpportunltles T

RIVERWORKS CLEANS
The BID contracts this social enterprise operated hgﬁ'our'siétef'organizafion, Riv_erwcrks Development
Corporation, to provide litter removal, graffiti removal. eyes-on-the-street security, and general

maintenance for public green spaces.

HOL!DAY STREET LIGHTS i M AR

During the holiday shopping season the BID decdrates our ;jetéi'lf'ci:rri&m_'s'with lights and merriment

to encourage safe holiday shopping with our merchants. o Fors K &

S

COMMUNITY ARTS & CULTURE i e T ;

The BID has secured grants from local and natlonal fundmg ergamzatlons torlmplement public art
installations and to promote the impact creatlwty and entFepreneursmp has on-economic and
community development practices. The BID hoard has approved and has produced 2 number of mural

pamtmgs on outdoor facmg walls




RESOURCES & EVENTS

RIVERWORKS WEEK

Since 2014 Rwerwnrks Milwaukee’s Creatwe District has

been hosting a week of creative explo : tu:m Designed to
prnmote partnerships with t‘le City of Milwaukee the
Greater Mll_waukee Cornrmttee Clty of | lendale V:llage of

" -The I;.lt_il'phiri' Pool - a kinder, genﬁe Shark Tank

-

,estate developers and small busmesses 1nokmg to Benefit

- from {ocatmg_on or near the trail is ongoing. gk s

<, .Th:s Wol k has gamed the support of many lucal partners

: Jncludmg the Ctty of Mrtwaukee the Greater Mllwaukee

-.Curporat:an,the Greater Milwaukee Foundatmn and many &

others. o

V_'-The pro;ect has atsn gamed suppcrt from state and 7
'-nanona{ partners mcLsdmg _The Kresgn {-'Dundatmn, :
.-ArtPLat: Amenca W’scansm DOT Fund for !.ake Mlcmgan v

THE BEERLI_NE TRAIL EXTENSION

The trail is a retired rail-line converted to a linear

parklb.ke path found in our district. Work to attract real

Commntee - Wisconsin Womens Busmes lnltlatwe

T S

and other arts based fbundatmns. ]
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