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The 2017 Proposed City Budget:  Improved Sustainability Continues but 
Structural Challenges Persist 

 
“… we find that the City of Milwaukee's financial condition and outlook have improved significantly since 
our last examination in 2009.  Credit is due to city leaders for their responsible approach to financing 
their pension obligations, restructuring their health care offerings, and downsizing the city's workforce in 
the face of some enormous fiscal challenges.  Also, the fact that those challenges were accommodated 
without depleting reserves or substantially deferring capital repair needs is further evidence of effective 
financial management.” 

 
Overview:  The City’s Budget Sustainability Strategy 
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Progress on Sustainability 

 
 
 
 

 

Financial Performance Measures 
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Decline in State Shared Revenue and Expenditure
Restraint Program (ERP) Payments to Milwaukee

2003 - 2017

Inflation adjusted decline in Shared Revenue and ERP payments =  - $99.33 million (-30.3%). Source: U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics: CPI-U Tables; city budget documents
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City of Milwaukee Employer Required
Pension Contributions 1996 - 2017

Voluntary contributions of a total of $44.3 million were made to the Employer’s Pension Reserve in 2011 and 2012.
Amounts are based on the adopted budget.  Amounts exclude Water Works contribution. Sources: City of Milwaukee
budget documents; City of Milwaukee ERS Actuarial Valuation, June 2015.
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2017 Budget Bottom Line 
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Conclusion 

 


