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Mills: Involve community in policing. 4J

Weber: Use data to identify best schools, practices. 2J
Bott: Time to curb new taxes for roads. 4J
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Marcoux
has played

a key role

veryone recognizes and acknowl-
E edges the downtown renaissance —

you can’t miss it as you look across
the skyline and see the cranes trans-
forming Milwaukee. What is less recog-
nized — but equally important — is
what downtown development means for
the rest of the city and the success and
investment occurring in the neighbor-
hoods throughout Milwaukee simultane-
ously.

City Development Commissioner
Rocky Marcoux has played a key role in
our city’s unprecedented growth and
development, and we believe he should
continue to lead the Department of City
Development for another four years in
Mayor Tom Barrett’s administration as
it works to ensure that prosperity ex-
tends to every neighborhood in the city.

A healthy downtown is essential to a
healthy city. The $5 billion in new and
proposed private development in and
around downtown is bringing thousands
of new jobs to city residents — including
job training and new career paths for
previously unemployed city residents —
and generating millions of dollars in
revenue to support essential services
such as police and fire for the entire
city. In addition, projects such as the
Lakefront Gateway and the new arena
will bring more people, more customers,
more businesses, more workers, more
residents and more private investment
to our city — all of which will benefit all
of Milwaukee, not just downtown.

Just as impressive as the development
that is occurring downtown are the
significant investments in neighbor-
hoods throughout the city. A vibrant
downtown and healthy, robust neigh-
borhoods are not mutually exclusive,
and, in fact, are complementary assets.

Through strategic investment and
careful management, the Menomonee
Valley has become a national model for
how to revitalize abandoned industrial
land. Over the last decade, the Valley
has brought thousands of new, family-
supporting jobs to city residents and
transformed a blighted valley into a
vibrant destination.

Building on the success of the Meno-
monee Valley, Marcoux and the city are
working to bring the same type of devel-
opment to Century City — the former
A.0O. Smith/Tower Automotive site. The
city is working closely with neighbor-
hood residents and investing millions of
dollars in the site, attracting outside
private investment, new businesses and
new jobs.

All Milwaukee residents deserve to
live in high-quality housing. Under
Marcoux’s leadership, the city has built
more than 6,000 new affordable housing
units across the city. The vast majority
— 5,400 — were investments outside of
downtown, spanning 13 of 15 aldermanic
districts from 2004 to 2015. In addition,
more than 1,400 building permits have
been issued for new single-family and
duplex developments since 2005. The
department also has taken a strong
leadership role in tackling the fore-
closure crisis, putting 2,000-plus proper-
ties back in private hands and returning
more than $78 million in value back to
the city tax rolls.

Throughout the city, you will find
countless new developments that were
only possible through the direct in-
volvement and leadership of Marcoux
and the department he leads. A few of
the more recent examples include: Pete’s
Market at Martin Luther King Drive
and North Ave., the Freshwater Plaza at
1st 8t. and Greenfield Ave., and St. Ann’s
Intergenerational Center at 24th St. and
North Ave. The department also has
invested in excess of $1 million in each
of the last three years on commercial
properties spanning hundreds of sites
across every single aldermanic district
in the city.

We are at a critical crossroads. We are
achieving once-in-a-generation devel-
opment downtown and in our neigh-
borhoods. At the same time, we all agree
that more must be done to ensure that
the benefits of new development and
city investment extend to all parts of
Milwaukee. While reasonable people
may disagree on the best way to ac-
complish this, delays in confirmation
and the absence of leadership causes
investors, businesses and residents to
lose confidence and seek investment and
occupancy outside of the city. We strong-
ly encourage the Common Council to
reconfirm Marcoux without any unnec-
essary delay.
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