GRANT F. LANGLEY
City Attorney

VINCENT D. MOSCHELLA
MIRIAM R. HORWITZ

ADAM B. STEPHENS CITY OF
MARY L. SCHANNING

Deputy City Attorneys M I LWA U K E E

Office of the City Attorney

Milwaukee City Hall Suite 800 « 200 East Wells Street « Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202-3551
Telephone: 414.286.2601 - TDD: 414.286.2025 - Fax: 414.286.8550

May 27, 2016

Mr. Jim Owczarski, City Clerk
City Clerk’s Office
200 East Wells Street, Room 205

Re: Resolution to Extend Contract for the Collection of
City Receivables

Dear Mr. Owczarski:

STUART S. MUKAMAL
THOMAS J. BEAMISH
MAURITA F. HOUREN
JOHN J. HEINEN
SUSAN E. LAPPEN
JAN A. SMOKoOwICZ
PATRICIA A. FRICKER
HEIDI WICK SPOERL
KURT A. BEHLING
GREGG C. HAGOPIAN
ELLEN H. TANGEN

JAY A. UNORA
KATHRYN Z. BLOCK
KEVIN P. SULLIVAN
THOMAS D. MILLER
JARELY M. RUIZ
ROBIN A. PEDERSON
JEREMY R. MCKENZIE
PETER J. BLOCK
NICHOLAS P. DESIATO
JOANNA GIBELEV
JENNY YUAN

KAIL J. DECKER
ALLISON N. FLANAGAN
LA KEISHA W. BUTLER
PATRICK J. LEIGL
HEATHER H. HOUGH
ANDREA J. FOWLER
PATRICK J. MCCLAIN
NAOMI E. GEHLING
CALVIN V. FERMIN
BENJAMIN J. ROOVERS
Assistant City Attorneys

Enclosed is a draft resolution that would authorize this office to extend the contract for
the collection of City receivables, currently with the Kohn Law Firm, for an additional
year, until December 31, 2017, for the reasons set forth below.

The current five-year contract expires at the end of 2016. The contract encompasses, in
large part, the collection of City real property and personal property taxes, but also
includes the collection of other City debts such as property damage and uninsured
motorist claims. Without an extension, our office would have to write the contract
specifications this summer and begin advertising for proposals in September.

The Treasurer’s office is in the process of developing and implementing a new computer
system, which will first be used to produce the December 2017 Combined Tax Bills. As
the project progresses during 2016 and 2017, there will be changes and refinements to the
system. Thus, it would not be practical to develop contract specifications and ask for
proposals until the summer of 2017; any contract specifications drafted now might have
to be significantly changed next year.

In addition, the Common Council has established a Debt Collection Work Group, with
the mission to study and recommend new tools and approaches to recouping monies
owed to the City. This extension will enable our office to include the work group’s
recommendations in the specifications.
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We will endeavor to obtain a rate for the extended period which is the same or more
favorable as the current rates.

Very truly yours,

GRANT F. LANGLEY
City Attorney

KATHRYN Z. BLOCK
Assistant City Attorney
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Enc.

c: Ald. Terry L. Witkowski
Ald. Ashanti Hamilton
Jim Klajbor
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