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Application Requesting Community Support of Liquor License 
in North Avenue Corridor 

The North Avenue Task Force (NATF) is a collaboration of organizations on Milwaukee’s East Side that 
seeks to support the vitality of the North Avenue commercial corridor while maintaining and improving 
quality of life for those who live, work and study in the surrounding neighborhoods.  The Liquor License 
Sub-Committee of the NATF includes area neighborhood associations (Greenwich Village, Historic Water 
Tower, Mariner, Murray Hill) as well as Columbia-St.Mary’s Hospital.  One area of great interest to the 
NATF is reducing the negative impacts to our community that stem from overconcentration of alcohol 
outlets and overserving of patrons. These negative impacts include nuisance noise, litter, vandalism, 
property damage, and crimes in varying degrees. 

Business Name: The Jazz Estate

Owner(s): 
The Jazz Estate, Inc. (corporate name 
pending) 
John M. Dye, President

Phone Number(s): 
(414) 899-3972 

Date of Request:
10/13/2015  License committee meeting will most 
likely be December 1st, 2015

Location of Business: 
2423 N Murray Ave., Milwaukee WI

Do you own or rent the building you plan to 
occupy? Own under an LLC (pending)

Type of Busines               Restaurant □ Bar □    Retail Store □    Other 
□__________________ 

Days & Hours of Operation:
Sunday-Thursday  5PM-2AM 
Friday-Saturday     5PM-2:20AM

Days & Hours of Alcohol Sales:
Sunday-Thursday  5PM-2AM 
Friday-Saturday     5PM-2:20AM

Maximum Capacity at this location:
65

Percentage of floor plan for bar uses (vs. 
restaurant / other):

100%
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ALCOHOL DESCRIPTION: Describe 
the type of alcohol you plan to sell 
(beer, wine, liquor, taps & how many, 
bottles, bottle service, etc): 

Plan to sell high-quality wine, beer, and spirits, plus 
a high-quality craft cocktail list.   

Beer: 6 taps, 20 bottles (estimated), micro-brews, 
imports, plus 3-4 larger brands and cider. 
Wine: 3 white, 3 red poured by glass or bottle. 
Spirits: concentration on high quality whiskey (rye, 
scotch, bourbon) and gin.  Imported and high 
quality liqueurs and fresh juices will be combined to 
make high-quality craft cocktails.    
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BASIC CRITERIA:  

1. What percentage of your revenue will 
come from sale of alcohol? 

2. Will alcohol be sold on a carry-out basis? 

     If yes, describe: 

3. Do you intend to offer any drink specials? 

     If yes, describe: 

4. Will you have outdoor or outward-facing 
advertising for alcohol? 

If yes, describe: 

5. Will your business participate in scheduled 
pub-crawl activities? 

If yes, describe: 

Before 5 PM: ____0____ % 
After 5 PM: _____100__ % 
Overall: ____95____ % 

No □  Yes □ 

No □  Yes □ 

Cocktail Hour and cocktail based specials only (cocktail of 
the month, featured cocktail, etc.).  No high consumption 
specials (ladies drink free, 2 for 1, tall for small, etc.).  

No □  Yes □ 

  

No □  Yes □ 

SERVICES DESCRIPTION: Describe other 
services you intend to provide, such as music 
and/or food (wait service, counter service, 
food type, etc.): 

The Jazz Estate has always  been known for it’s live jazz 
music.  We intend to keep the live music, but make it more 
of an weekend and special event occasion.  This will help 
us focus on booking high-quality acts.  Other nights we 
will feature Jazz and soul DJs and pre-recorded jazz and 
other classic types of music.    

USE OF OUTDOOR SPACE: Do you intend 
to serve in outdoor spaces (patio, courtyard, 
sidewalk)?  If yes, describe: 

No.

TARGET MARKET: What is your target 
market? 

Our ideal target market are people 28 and over who have 
an appreciation for cocktails, quality beer, history, and jazz 
music.  We hope to draw from the neighborhood as well as 
outside of the neighborhood.  
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BENEFITS TO NORTH AVENUE: Describe 
the benefits your business will bring to the 
North Avenue Area, and how your business 
will fit in to the “mix” of businesses on North 
Avenue.  

We will provide a cocktail and jazz music centric bar that 
we feel fills a void on North Avenue and the Eastside.  By 
providing a historic venue for a date or conversation with 
friends, we will compliment the restaurants and theaters of 
North Avenue and will draw a high quality clientele from 
the neighborhood and beyond.  We foresee a majority of 
our clientele being adults over 30, which, with exception 
of a few wonderful places, is sorely lacking on the 
Eastside.   

Our product will also be unique to the area.  Craft cocktails 
have become a popular drink for people of all ages and 
places that serve them well are far and few between- it will 
be a positive addition to have a quality cocktail lounge on 
North Avenue.  Finally, by fixing up the historic facade 
and interior, we will contribute to the aesthetics of the 
Eastside.  
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APPLICANT’S EXPERIENCE: Describe 
your business experience in general, and the 
experience of you and the staff selling liquor: 

I have been in the restaurant bar industry for 26 years, a 
bartender for 20 years, and have been the sole owner of 
Bryant’s Cocktail Lounge for 7 1/2 years.  I also have 5 
years of graduate school level experience in business, 
environment-behavior studies, and historic preservation.   

OTHER LOCATIONS: Describe whether 
your business has other locations, and if so, 
whether those locations have liquor licenses 
and how that informs your business plan for 
the subject request: 

I have owned Bryant’s Cocktail Lounge, a historic lounge 
on Milwaukee’s Southside, since 2008.  During my 
ownership of Bryant’s I turned a shuttered lounge in to an 
internationally recognized historic cocktail lounge that is 
known for it’s quality cocktails and service.  While the 
Jazz Estate will not be a copy of Bryant’s, I will put the 
same concern for quality, hospitality, and historic 
preservation in to every decision I make.   

UNDERAGE PATRONS: What methods will 
you use to ensure that underage patrons are 
not served alcohol in your establishment? 

On weekends, we will card at the door and on weekdays 
the bartender will card.  Every staff member will need to 
take and pass a safe serve course (even if they don’t serve 
alcohol) and we will train the staff on how to properly 
question for fake, expired, and borrowed ID.

STAFF TRAINING: Describe any basic or 
specialized training your staff will have in 
addressing intoxicated patrons, crowd 
control, monitoring drink quantities, etc.: 

As part of our staff training we put an emphasis on 
methods of avoiding intoxication.  In general, by focusing 
on a high-quality and more expensive product, many of the 
problems of over served patrons go away.  In addition, 
staff will be extensively trained on how to identify 
intoxicated people and how to cut people off if needed.  
Crowd control will be handled by the door staff and 
management.  

COMMUNITY NUISANCE: Please describe 
your strategy for dealing with loud patrons, 
litter created by your patrons, and other 
community nuisance created by your 
customers: 

Many of the community nuisances will be eliminated by 
not over serving patrons and we will take responsibility for 
our patrons even after the door closes behind them.  We 
will actively monitor people outside to assure they are not 
disrupting neighbors and will ask disruptive patrons to 
leave.  We will pick up and sweep any cigarette butts or 
other litter created by patrons and will have an ashtray 
outside for them to use.  

OFFENSES: Have you, other owners, 
partners, officers, or directors been convicted 
of a felony, denied or had a liquor license 
suspended, if so describe: 

Both personally and as a business we have a perfect record 
with the police and our neighbors.  
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MAIN CONTACT: Who will be the main 
contact for the business?

Name: John M. Dye 
Business Phone: (414) 964-9923 
Home Phone: (414) 899-3972 
Email: jdye@me.com 
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I/we understand that the content of this application will be relied on and will form some of the basis for 
consideration for my/our liquor license application by the North Avenue Task Force.  I/we understand that 
this application may be submitted by the North Avenue Task Force to the Common Council Licenses 
Committee, and that a violation or misstatement of any of the information set forth in this application would 
be sufficient for termination of the Association’s endorsement and possible revocation of my/our license. 

Furthermore, I/we agree to submit an annual written update on all items included in this application to the 
Alderman’s office, the City of Milwaukee License Division, and the North Avenue Task Force (contact info 
available via Alderman’s Office) at least 60 days before our license renewal hearing.  We understand that 
failure to do so could result in future opposition to the renewal of our license. 

Furthermore, I/we agree to inform the Alderman’s office, the City of Milwaukee License Division, and the 
North Avenue Task Force (contact info available via Alderman’s office) of significant changes in the operation 
of the business named above in writing.  We understand that failure to do so could result in future opposition 
to the renewal of our license. 

      John M. Dye- President   10/13/2015 
Applicant Name, Signed    Applicant Name & Title, Printed     Date 

Applicant Name, Signed    Applicant Name & Title, Printed     Date 

Applicant Name, Signed    Applicant Name & Title, Printed     Date 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-- 
For Use by North Avenue Task Force: 

Comments: 

Consensus: 

Please list the names and phone numbers of two business references: 

Name:   Scott Johnson  Name:   Nancy Bush   
Business:  Comet, Belaire, etc. Business:  Mitchell St BID  
Phone :  (414) 305-3081 Phone:   (414) 383-6601    
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x:         x: 
     Signature (on behalf of NATF)         Date    
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Classics

Sazerac $10

Known as the first cocktail, the sazerac is made with 
Cognac, Peyschaud’s Bitters, sugar, and an absinthe rinse.  
Also available with rye whiskey.

Last Word $12
 
Plymouth Gin, Luxardo Maraschino Liqueur, fresh lemon, 
and creme de violette, shaken and served in a cocktail glass 
with a Luxardo Maraschino Cherry.  

Amerciano $10

A refreshing bitter cocktail served on the streets of Italy.  
Campari, Carpano Antica Vermouth, and soda water served 
in a collins glass with a orange zest.  

Classic Daiquiri $11

A balanced Cuban classic made with El Dorado 5 year rum, 
sugar, and fresh lime juice, shaken and served in a cocktail 
glass.  

Champagne Cocktail $11

Prosecco, sugar, bitters, and a lemon twist.

Originals

Broken Time $11

Sazerac Rye, Carpano Antica Vermouth, Luxardo Abamo 
Amaro, and Peychaud’s Bitters.  Stirred and served in a 
cocktail glass with a Luxardo Maraschino Cherry.  

Caribana Cocktail $10

Real McCoy Rum, Fernet Branca, Turbano Sugar, 
Hawthorne Cold Brew Coffee, and Bittercube Jamaican #1 
Bitters.  Served on the rocks.  

Estate Riff $11

Journeyman gin, grapefruit juice, lime juice, and muddled 
fresh mint, served up and topped with Top Note Indian tonic 
water.  

Turnaround Toddy $10

Copper and Kings Brandy, AeppelTreow Sparrow Spiced 
Cider, Ginger Syrup, served hot and garnished with cloves 
and a lemon twist.  

Straight, No Chaser $Varies

We have an exceptional list of aged cognac and whiskey.



John M. Dye
3264 N Hackett Avenue

Milwaukee, Wisconsin  53211
jdye@me.com

Dear Neighbors,

My name is John Dye and I am currently in talks with Mike Honkamp to purchase the 
Jazz Estate at 2423 N Murray.  Living in the Northpoint Neighborhood, I understand that 
the neighborhood has concerns when any new bar opens or changes ownership, so I 
thought I would reach out to introduce myself. 

For the past seven years, I have owned Bryant’s Cocktail Lounge on the Southside at 
9th and Lapham (www.BryantsCocktailLounge.com).  I don’t know if you have ever 
been to my lounge, but it is a classic cocktail lounge that specializes in a quality product 
and old time hospitality.  We appeal to an adult clientele and are quite proud of the way 
we do business.  We have been nationally and internationally recognized for what we 
do, including being nominated for a James Beard Award for best bar program and being 
named the best bar in the country by Esquire Magazine.    

Personally, I have been in the bar business for over 20 years, but have always had 
additional daytime pursuits.  When I moved to Milwaukee to pursue my PhD in 2000, I 
never thought I would own a cocktail lounge or any other business here.  Truth is, I fell 
in love with Milwaukee’s history, including the wonderful historic bars and restaurants 
that still dot the city scape.  At some point, I realized that I actually loved this industry 
more than my academic career, so I moved in to doing it full time.

I purchased the 70 year old Bryant’s, which was shuttered at the time, with the goal of 
saving and preserving a historic business.  I fixed the ailing systems, cleaned it from top 
to bottom, and added a handful of modern-style craft cocktails to the list of 400+ custom 
cocktails.  While it took a little time, I have built up the business and turned it in to a 
business that the people of Milwaukee can be proud of.  

At Bryant’s, we have had no problems with the neighborhood or the police; in fact, I 
have moved beyond the walls of my building to help renovate the neighborhood.  I have 
purchased and renovated several of the properties around Bryant’s to help build up and 
improve the neighborhood.  This, in turn, has helped motivate other homeowners in the 
area to make their own improvements.  In addition, I sit on the Mitchell Street BID, 
where I work on attracting good businesses to the once vibrant street.  

My plans for the Jazz Estate would take a similar path to how I operate Bryant’s.  I plan 
on revamping the space (while still keeping the general feel of the existing bar) and 
adding a cocktail list that will appeal to the modern cocktail drinker.  We will also add a 
small list of high quality microbrews and imported beer as well as a small but thoughtful 

http://www.bryantscocktaillounge.com/


wine list.  Cocktails will be made from scratch using fresh ingredients and we won’t be 
offering any "heavy-drinking” specials such as 2 for 1, all you can drink, ladies drink for 
free, etc.  Our bartenders will all be older and I will personally oversee the operations of 
the lounge.  

Regarding music, I plan on scaling back on the live music from a nightly occurrence to a 
weekend/special occasion occurrence.  We will still focus on Jazz and older styles of 
music such as 60s R&B, Standards, Americana, and jump blues but the songs will be 
pre-recored most of the time.  

Next year I will be restoring the historic facade of the building, but will be leaving the 
neon sign since I feel that it adds to the historic value of the space.  While the changes 
will be understated, they will add much to the historic character of the building.  

I would love to personally answer any questions you may have about me or my plans 
for The Jazz Estate.  Please feel free to contact me any time via phone (414) 899-3972 
or email (jdye@me.com).  If you have never been to Bryant’s, or would like to see how I 
run my business, I would encourage you to stop by any time.  I think you will like what 
you see and I think you will like what I do to improve the Jazz Estate.    

Thank you and I look forward to meeting you!

John Dye
(414) 899-3972

mailto:jdye@me.com
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Kuether, Molly

From: Cervantes, Amanda
Sent: Tuesday, November 24, 2015 8:38 AM
To: Celella, Jessica
Cc: Kovac, Nik
Subject: FW: Email #1 (of 1) for Jazz Estate File Record

Can you please add this to file for Jazz Estate? 
 
__________________________ 
Amanda (Williams) Cervantes 
Legislative Assistant 
Alderman Nik Kovac, 3rd District 
200 E. Wells St. Room 205 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 
414.286.3447 / aide3@milwaukee.gov 
 
 
From: Tory Kress [mailto:tory.kress@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 24, 2015 12:58 AM 
To: Kovac, Nik 
Cc: John DYE; William Werner; Bruce Thompson; Michael Maierle; Kevin Behl 
Subject: Email #1 (of 1) for Jazz Estate File Record 
 
 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: John DYE <jdye@me.com> 
Date: Wed, Oct 21, 2015 at 10:10 PM 
Subject: Re: Jazz Estate 
To: Tory Kress <tory.kress@gmail.com> 
Cc: Bruce Thompson <brtkom@ameritech.net>, William Werner <billwerner@me.com>, Greg Hartzog 
<ghartzog@columbia-stmarys.org>, Michael Maierle <mmaierle@hotmail.com>, "Cervantes, Amanda" 
<Amanda.Cervantes@milwaukee.gov>, Nik Kovac <nkovac@milwaukee.gov> 

Hello Tory, 
 
Thank you for your reply.  I would be happy to have a meeting with the neighborhood.   
 
I will contact Alderman Kovac’s office to get this moving.  I put the application in today and would like to be 
on the agenda in November or December for a closing date of December 23rd.  While I will be doing some 
renovations, most will be cosmetic so we would expect to be open in February or March.   
 
To be honest, I am unsure of how the internal city timing works or by when they would need to know your 
status.  I will let you know as soon as I have more information or perhaps Alderman Kovac can respond to let us 
know.  Personally, I would like to have the meeting sooner rather than later.   
 
Thank you for getting back to me and I look forward to meeting you and more of the neighbors.  
 
Best Wishes, 
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John Dye 
 
 

On Oct 21, 2015, at 9:50 PM, Tory Kress <tory.kress@gmail.com> wrote: 
 
Hi John, 
Thanks for completing the questionnaire and for your letter and the additional information.  I 
spoke with Bill and Bruce and we think a meeting would be a good opportunity to learn a little 
more about Jazz Estate and your plans.  Is that something that you and Alderman Kovac's office 
could work to set up?  Also, do you have an idea of the timing for your purchase, renovation, 
etc?  Want to be sure we can respond in a timely manner. 
 
Thank you, 
Tory Kress 
Murray Hill Neighborhood Association, and on behalf of the North Ave Task Force Liquor 
License Review Subcommittee (whew! maybe we need an acronym!) 
 
On Thu, Oct 15, 2015 at 12:03 PM, John DYE <jdye@me.com> wrote: 
Hello Neighbors, 
 
It was a pleasure meeting those of you who were at the meeting last night. 
 
After speaking to Trudy, who lives directly south of the Jazz Estate, my liquor licencse 
application will not include any outdoor patio seating. 
 
The summers are short in Milwaukee and it is nice to enjoy them, but I understand the noise is an 
issue.  In addition, we will not be leaving the front door open during live jazz sessions.  I 
understand that the noise can travel. 
 
I appreciate everyone’s input and I look forward to meeting with you again soon. 
 
Best Wishes, 
 
John Dye 
(414) 899-3972 
 
> On Oct 13, 2015, at 5:45 PM, John DYE <jdye@me.com> wrote: 
> 
> Hello Bruce, 
> 
> Thank you so much.  I received the questionnaire from Alderman Kovac’s office and just 
emailed it to Tory. 
> 
> I am also attaching it to this email, along with an example of our cocktail list and an open letter 
to the neighbors. 
> 
> Thank you so much and I look forward to meeting you! 
> 
> Best Wishes, 
> 
> John 
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> 
> 
> <Neighbor Letter.pdf><MENA Liquor License Support Application - DRAFT V7.pdf><Jazz 
Estate Cocktail 1.pdf> 
> 
>> On Oct 13, 2015, at 5:40 PM, Bruce Thompson <brtkom@ameritech.net> wrote: 
>> 
>> John, 
>> 
>> Thanks for reaching out. 
>> 
>> Here is the questionnaire. 
>> 
>> I have never been to Bryant's but my daughter is a big fan. 
>> 
>> Bruce Thompson 
>> 
>> On 10/13/2015 10:26 AM, Tory Kress wrote: 
>>> 
>>> Bruce, 
>>> Do you have a minute to reply to John with the questionnaire? I'm at a conference through 
tonight. 
>>> 
>>> Thanks, 
>>> Tory 
>>> 
>>> Sent from my MotoX on the Republic Wireless network 
>>> 
>>> ---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
>>> From: "John DYE" <jdye@me.com <mailto:jdye@me.com>> 
>>> Date: Oct 12, 2015 12:56 PM 
>>> Subject: Jazz Estate 
>>> To: <tory.kress@gmail.com <mailto:tory.kress@gmail.com>> 
>>> Cc: "Jim Plaisted" <eastsidebid@gmail.com <mailto:eastsidebid@gmail.com>> 
>>> 
>>> Hello Tory, 
>>> 
>>> My name is John Dye and I am currently in talks with Mike Honkamp to purchase the Jazz 
Estate at 2423 N Murray. 
>>> 
>>> I understand that the neighborhood has concerns when any new bar opens or changes 
ownership, so I thought I would reach out to introduce myself. 
>>> 
>>> I own Bryant’s Cocktail Lounge on the Southside at 9th and Lapham 
(www.BryantsCocktailLounge.com <http://www.BryantsCocktailLounge.com>).  I don’t know 
if you have ever been to my lounge, but it is a classic cocktail lounge that specializes in a quality 
product and old time hospitality.  We appeal to an adult clientele and are quite proud of the way 
we do business.  We have been nationally and internationally recognized for what we do and we 
appeal to people from all around the city and the country.  We have had no problems with the 
neighborhood or the police; in fact, I have purchased and renovated several of the properties 
around Bryant’s to help build up the neighborhood.  I have never felt that we are a separate piece 



4

from the neighborhood but rather a integral part of the neighborhood that can play a positive 
role.  If you have never been, I would encourage you stop by Bryant’s to see how we operate.  In 
addition, I would encourage you to contact our Alderman, Jose Perez, if you have any questions 
about my track record or how I operate Bryant's. 
>>> 
>>> My plans for the Jazz Estate would take a similar path to how I operate Bryant’s.  I plan on 
revamping the space (while still keeping the general feel of the existing bar) and adding a 
cocktail list that will appeal to the modern cocktail drinker.  We will also add a small list of high 
quality microbrews and imported beer as well as a small but thoughtful wine list.  Cocktails will 
be made from scratch using fresh ingredients and we won’t be offering any "heavy-drinking” 
specials such as 2 for 1, all you can drink, ladies drink for free, etc.  Our bartenders will all be 
older and I will personally oversee the operations of the lounge. 
>>> 
>>> I plan on scaling back on the live music from a nightly occurrence to a weekend/special 
occasion occurrence.  We will still focus on Jazz and older styles of music such as 60s R&B, 
Standards, and jump blues but the songs will be pre-recored most of the time. 
>>> 
>>> I also plan on restoring the facade of the building, but will be leaving the neon sign since I 
feel that it adds to the historic value of the space. 
>>> 
>>> I understand that you have a neighborhood survey you like for new applicants to fill out- I 
would be happy to fill it out and to have any sort of meeting with neighbors in the area.  I live on 
the Eastside on Hackett and Hampshire, so I understand the concerns regarding bars in the area 
and I look forward to you and your association’s feedback. 
>>> 
>>> Thank you, please feel free to contact me any time by email or phone. 
>>> 
>>> I look forward to meeting you. 
>>> 
>>> John Dye 
>>> (414) 899-3972 <tel:%28414%29%20899-3972> 
>>> 
>>> PS, your name and email was given to me by Jim Plaisted of the East Side BID and I am 
CC’ing him on this email so he has a copy.  Thank you again! 
>>> 
>>> 
>> 
>> 
>> 
>> --- 
>> This email has been checked for viruses by Avast antivirus software. 
>> https://www.avast.com/antivirus 
>> <MENA Liquor License Support Application - DRAFT V7.docx> 
> 

 

 
 


	Alawneh, Mohammad
	Dye, John

