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“Vision without action is only a dream.

Action without vision is just passing the time.

Vision with action can change the world.”

- Joel Barker, Futurist 
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Milwaukee’s 12 Area Comprehensive Plans



Washington Park Area Plan

• “Planning for Hope”, quality of 

life plan,  lays the groundwork 

for the City Comprehensive 

Area Plan

• Already strong and clear 

leadership groups in this area

• Why a “City” Plan?

• Conforms to the structure and 

process of all City Comprehensive 

Plans

• Adopted by Council to inform policy 

decisions

• Used by development staff as a tool 

to guide economic investment



Washington Park Area Plan Boundary

Planning for Hope Area Boundary City Comprehensive Plan Area Boundary



Planning for Hope: Work Program



The Four Phases of Planning

1. Analysis Phase

2. Visioning Phase

3.   Synthesis Phase

4.   Review and Approval Phase



Public Participation

Washington Park Partners served as the Plan Advisory Group

Public Workshops - September and October 2005

Public Open House to review the Preliminary Draft



Area Plan Structure

I. Introduction/Overview 

II. Planning Process & Analysis

III. Land Use Strategies & Policies

IV.   Districts and Corridors Recommendations

V.    Catalytic Projects 



Washington Park Area Plan



Washington Park Area Plan

Three Districts A

B

C



Washington Park Area Plan

Three Corridors

North Ave.

Vliet St.



Washington Park Area Plan

District & Corridors 

Concept Plan



Washington Park Area Plan – District A

• Maintain and extend the value 

of historic districts and 

Washington Heights

• Strengthen stability and home 

ownership of „Garfield & Lloyd 

blocks area

• Maximize development 

opportunities on „Park View 

Blocks‟

• Improve 

Sherman/Lisbon/Lloyd 
Intersection

• United Methodist Expansion

• Support increase activity in 

Washington Park and better 
access into the park.



Washington Park Area Plan – District B

• Improve connections between 

Bethune Academy and 

Washington Park along 

Galena Street

• Improve streetscape along 

40th Street to include more 

pedestrian friendly amenities

• Reuse the former 37th Street 

school in a way that has a 
positive affect on the 

surrounding neighborhood



Washington Park Area Plan – District C

• Incorporate residential infill 

and greenspace north and 

south of Lisbon along the rail 

corridor

• Explore the opportunity to 

create a greenway/trail 

system along the rail corridor



Washington Park Area Plan – North Avenue

• North Avenue Gateway 

Initiative

• Re-use of Finney Library Site

• Activity Node at 35th and 
North with improved transit 

facilities 



Washington Park Area Plan – Lisbon Avenue

• Allow change of use from 

commercial to residential as 

market indicates

• Prepare a detailed 

redevelopment plan for Lisbon 

from 33rd St. to 37th St. 

• Improved intersection at 

Sherman and Lisbon

• Maximize value of the park

• Activity Node at 35th and 
Lisbon with improved transit 

facilities 



Washington Park Area Plan – Vliet Street

• Improve intersection at 40th

and Vliet 

• Allow change of use from 

commercial to residential as 

market indicates (37th St.)

• Activity Node at 35th and Vliet 

with improved transit facilities

• Hmong-American Friendship 

Association 



Washington Park Area Plan

District & Corridors 

Concept Plan



Washington Park Area Plan 

Website

http://www.mkedcd.org

Plan Information and Updates
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Maria Pandazi

City of Milwaukee

Department of City Development

Long Range Planning

414.286.5836

mpanda@mkedcd.org

Plan Information and Updates


