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Purpose: (Per Common Council File Number 100626 - Resolution creating a 
Bronzeville Advisory Committee.) 

 
The Bronzeville Advisory Committee is assigned the task of reviewing all plans and 
proposals for redevelopment in the Bronzeville Cultural and Entertainment District for 
consistency with the goals, needs and desires of the Bronzeville community and its 
residents, businesses, property owners and other stakeholders, and shall forward its 
recommendations to the Redevelopment Authority.  Prior to making any final decision on 
a redevelopment plan or proposal within the Bronzeville District, the Redevelopment 
Authority is requested to forward the plan or proposal to the Bronzeville Advisory 
Committee for its review, comments and recommendation to the Redevelopment 
Authority.  
 

Members (for 2014) 

Ralph Hollmon, Chair 
(Member, appointed by Mayor Tom Barrett) 

Rhonda Manuel, Vice-Chair 
(Member, appointed by Mayor Tom Barrett) 

Jayme Montgomery Baker 
(Member, appointed by Common Council Alderwoman Milele Coggs) 

Radolph Matthews, Jr. 
(Member, appointed by Common Council Alderwoman Milele Coggs, replaced by 

Theresa Garrison) 

Fidel Verdin 
(Member, appointed by Common Council Alderwoman Milele Coggs) 

Theresa Garrison 
(Member, appointed by Common Council Alderwoman Milele Coggs replacing Radolph 

Matthews, Jr.) 

Christopher McIntyre 
(Member, appointed by Common Council President Alderman Michael Murphy) 

Clifton Crump 
(Member, appointed by Common Council President Alderman Michael Murphy) 

Staff 

 
Mr. Chris Lee, Staff Assistant 

Ms. Charlotte Rodriguez, Council File Specialist 



 
 
Committee meetings held in 2014: 
 
March 4, 2014 
September 10, 2014 
October 15, 2014 
November 17, 2014 
 
Accomplishments and Activities in 2014: 
 
At its March 4, 2014 meeting, the committee discussed the Bronzeville charette and 
process.  The charette involved a group of developers, lenders, investors, and community 
stakeholders who looked at a number of sites and discussed various development options 
for those sites within the Bronzeville District.  A final presentation will be given in a 
community briefing on March 10, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. at the Milwaukee Urban League.  
The committee discussed models and activities of entertainment and cultural districts of 
other cities; however, information is still in the process of being put together.  Members 
discussed the possibility of expanding the scope of the committee to further help 
redevelopment in the Bronzeville district.  The committee further discussed Friends of 
Bronzeville, Bronzeville Week, and the distribution of communication regarding 
activities and developments in the Bronzeville district. Further details can be found 
within the minutes of this meeting, which is attached as Exhibit A within this report. 
 
In June of 2014, Ms. Theresa Garrison was appointed by Alderwoman Milele Coggs to 
serve as a member to the committee and replacing Radolph Matthews, Jr. 
 
In July of 2014, Christopher McIntyre and Clifton Crump were appointed by Common 
Council President Alderman Michael Muphy to serve as members to the committee.  
These two appointments were previously vacant. 
 
At its September 10, 2014 meeting, the committee discussed the second annual 
Bronzeville Week.  The event was successful in attracting new businesses into the 
Bronzeville area and a few thousand people to the event.  The Friends of Bronzeville will 
be tasked with being primarily responsible for this event and other events in the 
community going forward while the City will focus on gathering data to acquire 
sponsorship and grants.  The committee deferred discussion on Friends of Bronzeville to 
allow Ms. Jayme Montgomery Baker, who is a part of the group, to give more details of 
the group’s activities.  The committee was given an update regarding a carry-out 
restaurant at 3070 N. Dr. Martin L. King Jr. Dr.  The committee discussed the RFP for 
the former Stella restaurant at 2730 N. Dr. Martin L. King Jr. Dr. which has been 
advertised for sale.  The committee was informed of an imminent RFP for the Garfield 
school site and the continued interest on a project on W. North Avenue and 5th St. 
involving a retail space with housing above.  The committee deferred discussion on the 
mission of the committee to allow further input from Alderwoman Milele Coggs, who 
stated that the intent is to amend and obtain another level of vetting for the committee.  



Further details can be found within the minutes of this meeting, which is attached as 
Exhibit B within this report. 
 
At its October 15, 2014 meeting, the committee discussed and was given updates on the 
RFPs for the former Stella restaurant site and the Garfield school site.  Both RFPs have 
gain interest, are pending submittals, are due in October, and will come before the 
committee soon for review of submittals.  Members expressed interest in being able to 
review all RFP proposals.  The committee deferred discussion on the Friends of 
Bronzeville organization and the mission of the committee.  Furthermore, the committee 
moved to establish a subcommittee to review RFPs in detail prior to the RFPs coming 
before the full committee for review with members Manuel, Crump, and Garrison to 
serve on the subcommittee.  Ms. Manuel is to chair the subcommittee.  Further details can 
be found within the minutes of this meeting, which is attached as Exhibit C within this 
report. 
 
On November 17, 2014, the committee was given updates regarding the Garfield school 
site and former Stella restaurant site RFPs.  Three proposals have been submitted for the 
Garfield school site RFP.  An internal committee will review these proposals and 
recommendations will be forwarded to the advisory committee for input and concurrence 
before a formal decision is made in January when the matter will go through the 
Common Council process.  The RFP for the former Stella restaurant has one respondent 
but no full submittal.  The RFP will be brought to the committee when a there is a full 
submittal.  Further details can be found within the minutes of this meeting, which is 
attached as Exhibit D within this report. 
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