CHINA COUNCIL MAKE:
INTERNATIONAL CONNECTIONS

The MMAC’s China Council, now international trade conference focused on

into its second year, recently rolled doing business in China.

out an online newsletter to keep = Councl members participated in four trade
ipterested and prosp ective missions to China, including the cities of

members informed of the benefits . 3:;“3 bﬁif,?::;ﬁgi;iﬁw exchange
?:év;zs:g;f:: a?_;:g;:!asb!ae‘" d t:’;!rgeha’tlgh; with the Beijing Pucks professional

. e . basketball team.
network of individuals with shared . 115 ity of Miwaukee and the Gity of Ningbo

interests. e China Council is to provide have established a sistar-city relationship.
opportunities and guidance to companies in the < The Council produced a marketing brochure
Milwaukee region currently doing business in China and regional marketing DVD in Mandarin and
and 1o those who are considering business English to familiarize China with the region.
relationships in China, in the coming year, the Council plans to continue
In 2005, the China Council: to build its membership, creating a viable network of
« Began the process for establishing an references and resources. A follow-up trade mission
immigration zone for Chinese nationals is bieing planned for 2007.
interested in relocating. This proposal is it you would like 1o be added to the China Coungil
currently before the Homeland Security e-newsletter, please contact khenry@mmac.org. For
Council, more information on the China Council, contact

+ More than 500 people attended a day-long pheilzel@mmac.org.

4 ﬂd'Annam

TRADE CONFERENCE

GOMFERENCE INCLUDES:

« Moming Session: DOING BUSINESS IN CHINA
» GOVERNGR JAMES DOYLE (invited) Wisconsin Export Awards
+ WISCONSIN SBA AWARD

« THREE AFTERNOON INTERACTIVE SESSIONS
fottowed by reception

= WiSCONSIN INTERNATIONAL TRADE REPS
from Brazil, Censde, Ching, Burope, Jepen, Mexico
will e avaltable for appointments

Register online al Www.mmac. org/calendar or contact Michele McFariand at (414} 287 4141
(ndividual, with lunch $85 « tndividuai, without funch $75 » Lunch onfy $35
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BLUEPRINT BRIEFING FOCUSES

ON INFRASTRUCTURE ISSUES

ek, HNTB Consultant exchanges
ary Scheibel, Schetbel Halaska, routes would
r the Blusprint Briefing meelting. jpcrease

A large and enthusiastic
crowd discussed regional
infrastructure issues at the
fiest Blueprint Briefing — a
series of informative meetings
driven by MMAC’s public
policy agenda.

In the last State budget, frangporiation
funt revenues were diverted and used for
other areas of state budget spending. This
raid on the State transportation fund resutied
in a reduction of funding available for
transportation projects around the State.
Three panelists gave updates on current
proposed projects.

The Milwaukee GConnector Project,
explained by
Kris Martinsek
of Martinsek
& Associates,
s a mew
guided  bus
system
intended 1o
take the
Mitwaukee
County Transit
System fo &
new level, Two
proposed

mobiltity
between residential areas and downiows.

The type of connector vehicle - guided
street tram or non-guided hwbrid bus - is still
uncertain, but what's nat uncertain is the
operating cost savings estimated at $300,000
when compared to the current bus system.
Using federal money for ihe project,
Martinsek gssured that funding would not be
passed to the taxpayers.

Ken Yunker, of the Southeast Wisconsin
Regional Planning Comimission commented
on the srogress of Cormmuter Rall betwean
Miwaukes, Racine, and Kenosha. Using
existing Union Pacific tracks, the commuter
rail would provide service throughout the day,
stopping at sight stations between Milwatkes

and Kenosha. Rep Jeff Stone commented,
“The entire region nesds to support transit for
businesses to expand.” Yunker touted
commuter rail fravel as fast, refiable, and
convenient. in addition, he cited the decrease
in air poliutants and noted that the reduction
of congestion on the freeways and snow
delays would improve job labor force
accessibility for employees. As of today, an
analysis of the commuter rail alternative is
underway.

MMAC VP of Business Development
Peter Beftzel's remarks focused in support of
an airport authority, A bill proposing such
simply transfers the governing of the airport
1o a single entity, whose sole responsibiiity
would be ensuring the operation and
development of the airport.

Today, more than 45 of the top 100
girports nationally, have aimort authorities.
Airiines, contractors, and. uniong witl find
negotiating with 2 single authority more
focused and efficient than dealing with county
hureaucracy. Exira charges refated to county
administration would disappear, realizing a
savings that could he passed 1o airlines and
consumers.

Finally, Don Reinbold, from the
Wisconsin DOT gave a straight-forward
update on the much-hyped Marquette
interchange project, now in its 15th month.
Keeping downtown open during construction
was one of the main goals, which to date has
heen sucoessful, with two lanes open both
ways at all times. Reinbold reported that the
project is on schedule antt that fraffic was
flowing well. With 2006 forecasted as the
most significantly impacted vear, experis
continue to review costs each week 10 stay
within the projected $810 million budgst.

MMAC Blueprint Brigfings are an
opportunity for members o ask questions
and give input on how to improve the regional
Mitwaukes business climats. Mark your
calendars for May 10, when the Blueprnt
Briefing topic of discussion will be Education
with guest speakers Bill Androkopolus, MPS
and Dr. Howard Fuller, Institute for the
Teansformation of Learning.




never too early fo
the sha-wing back
our golf game.
4 new clubs or a littie help
follow-through, you'lf
sit B&G Golf, Bowting,
et Sports for your golf
ar  favorite  sporting
Frotn racquethall to golt
: 1o bowling, B&G has
Fyou'lt need to drive for
st for dough. And fessons too - under the
ot the Golf Academy of W1 (262-646-7711),
4 professionals offer individual lessons of
4id! schools on the range and on the
: knowledgeable folks are committed o
goifer play to their maximum potential
more tirne on the green and iess time

fan 50 ciub manyfacturers are featured
incations, along a great selection of
whwnen and juniors, accessories, and

Staff at B&G Golf, Bowling & Racquet Sports show us their
swings: From left: Bilt Harm, Glen Turk, and Dave Powers.

apparel. Not ready to purchase just yet? For $5-525
per day, customers can demo a variety of clubs or
racguets up to 3 days at a ime 1o determine i they
are right for them. Even better is the fact that all
accumutated demo fees go toward the purchase price
of the item for up to 45 days. "Buying golf clubs is an
investment,” said Glen Turk, sales & marketing
manager. “We believe it is very imporant for potential
buyers to go through our custom fitting process and
utilize our demno program to ensure to positive buying
experience.”

NEW MEMBER
PROFILE

To leam more about B&G's attention 1o detall,
attend the annual B&G Demo Day on Saturday, May
6 at Storm's Driving Range in Brookfield. Here,
customers have the chance to fry out clubs from
morg than 20 manufacturers all at one focation.

Another annual evert is the B&G 5-day fent sale
that's held in August & the 127th and Bureigh
location, offers a plentitude of great merchandise
marked down &t the lowest prices of the season,
according to Turk. Visit their website for details on
upcorming events at www.bggotf.com.

Golf and nefworking for business go hand in
hand. “We enjoy serving businesses who use golf as
a means to entertain clients,” says Turk, “We joined
the MMAC to meet people and establish more
business contacts in the area.” For twice as iong as
golfers have been quoting lines from Caddyshack,
B&G Golf has been promoting the game of golf in
Wisconsin. They look forward to huilding a
refationship with your business in 2005.

Todd Michaiek, Bill Miller, and Dave Johnson
listen intently o Vin Sparks’ tall tales at the
February B.A K. at Comedy Sportz,

#

nessafterhg

{(Above) County Clare
hosted the March BAH. - a
pra-St. Pafty's day bash of
wali-to-walt revelers.

{Laft; Bill Eastman and
Branda Dallas network over
z Guinness gt the March
Bosiness After Hours &t
Gounty Clars,
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* COSBE’s EXECUTIVE ROUNDTABLE FORUM
ADDRESSES MERGERS AND ACQUISITIONS

The key principle behind buying a company is te
create shareholder value over and above the
current amount produced by the two separate
campanies — at least, that's the reasoning behind mergers and
acquisitions, That topic was the focus of COSBE's Executive Roundiable
Forum held on February 22 at the University Club,

Speakers included Scott Bushkis, president of Cornerstone Business
Services; Linda Meriz, president of Mertz Associates Inc. and
entrepreneur George Daiton, chairman, president and CEO of NOVD 1.

COSBE's Executive Roundiable Forum speakers and sponsors gathered befors the

According to Mertz, the dramatic growth of M&A in recent years is

based on thres sirategic points:
= Company values are on the rise (20% over the past two vears)
» Banks are more supportive of invastment
« The number of overall players has grown due to confidence

in the economy.

Meriz also recommended that CEOs use an outside firm to help sell
their business because of the unigue knowledge these consultants bring
to the table.

George Datton spoke to the more practival aspects of acquiring
companies, such as getting to know a company's management team, not
just the CEC, for insights into the firm’s success. “Developing a
reputation is everything in acquisitions. People come to us because they
know we aren’t going o hurt thelr company in the future.” Dalton also
recommends looking for team players and being patient vet persistent
with inquiries and proposals.

Once you make the decision to sell your business, Scott Bushkie,
recommends “getting your house in order” — including documenting
your growth strategies, diversifying your cusiomer base, and talking with
your management team. Bushkie added that they look at your industry
make-up fo find the best possible time to sell your business.

event { to r): Dan Meyer, Smal Businass Times; Chiista Schreeder, Human Resource
Services Inc.; George Dalton, NOVO 1; Jessics Ollenburg. Human Resource Services

The Executive Roundtabie Forum is made possible through its

Inc.; Linda Mertz, Meariz Associates Inc.; Soott Bushide, Cornarstone Business
Services; Gary Zimmerman, Creative Businsss Interiors inc; Joel Nettesheirs and
Barbara Eckiond, Suby Von Haden & Associates 8.0

Platinum Sponsors: AirTran Airways; Creative Business Interiors, Inc.;
Human Resource Services, Inc.; and Suby Von Haden & Assoclates SC.;
as well as media sponsor Small Business Times.

MMI\¢ | WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
DEUTCH & WEISS LLL Computer System- SWISS TEX COATINGS WELLNESS COUNCIL
Baniel Wiest - Accountant Designers/Consuliants Mark Otbrontz - Vice President Theresa Isle - Associate Director
7670 N. Port Washington Road david koscinski@geckogroup.nat 16618 W. Rogers Drive 1442 N. Farwell Avenue - Suite 300
Suits 200 wWww.geckogroup.net New Berlin, Wi 53151 Mitwaties, Wi 53202
Fox Polrt, Wi 53217 {262) 784-8100 {414) 251-0355
{414) 247-9958 KENSINGTON SERVICE INC. Coafings-Protective Weliness Programs
Atorneys Angela Bubafsky - Principal fislo@wslinesscounciiwi.org
www.deutch.com 1415 W. 22nd Strast TRANS-X DIVISION OF PARC CORP. vavew. wellnesscounciiwi.org

DRIVER SYSTEMS

Lyte Stofiet - CEC

2011 N. Prospect Avenue
Suite 17

titwaukes, Wi 53202
14147 9158208
Advertising Direct Mail
Wle@driversysierss.com
v driversystems.com

THE GECED GROUP W,
David Koscingi - President
EB2G M. Lake Drive
Mitwaukee, Wi 53217
{414} 272-5350

Oak Brook, I 80523

630} 9901500

Mergers & Acquisifion Services
angelad@kensingtonservices.com
weew kensingtonservices.com

ORGARIZATION DEVELOPMENT
COMSULTANTS

Hichokas Ciaditls - Dwner

18655 W, Bluemound Foad

Sudte 301

Brooidield, Wi B30

{262y 827191

Management {onsuitants
cladifis@odcons.com

www od-consuliants.com

James Pars - President

11721 W. Dixors Strest
Wilwaukee, Wl 53214

{414} 476-7625
Transmissions-Parts & Supplies
fransxparts@act.com

www iransxparis.com

TRI-BARD COMMUNICATIONT
Christopher Johnson - President
233 N Water Strest - Sulls 305
Milwaukee, W1 53202

{414} 223-4380

Vides Taping/Production Services
chris@lrimarg.com

v trimarg.com

THE WISCONSIN BLACK CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE

Ruben Hopkins - President/CEQ

1038 N. 21st Street

Mitwaukee, Wi 53233

{414 9310388

Business Oevelopment Specialists
ribenhopkins@ant.com
weaiwboo.com



