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To the Honorable Common Council

Of the City of Milwaukee
Room 205 — City Hall

Re: Communication from Chester Voss

C.I File No. 04-1.-78

Dear Council Members:

Form CA-43

BEVERLY A. TEMPLE
THOMAS O, GARTNER
BRUCE D. SCHRIMPF
ROXANE L. CRAWFORD
SUBAN D. BICKERT
HAZEL MOSLEY
HARRY A. STEIN
STUART 5. MUKAMAL
THOMAS J. BEAMISH
MAURITA F, HOUREN
JOHN J. HEINEN
MICHAEL G. TOBIN
DAVID J. STANOSZ
SUSAN E. LAPPER

JAN A SMOKOWICE
PATRICIA A. FRICKER
HEIDE WICK SPOERL
KURT A. BEHLING
GREGG C. HAGOPIAN
ELLEN H. TANGEN
MELANIE R. SWAKNK
JAY A UNORA
DONALD L. SCHRIEFER
EDWARD M. EHRLICH
LEQNARD A. TOKLIS
MIRIAM R. HORWITZ
MARYNELL REGAN

G. O'SULLIVAN-CROWLEY
DAWN M. BOLAND
KATHRYN M. ZALEWSK]

Assistant City Attorneys

We return the enclosed document which has been filed with the City Clerk and ask that it be
mtroduced and referred to the Committee on Judiciary & Legislation with the following

recommendation.

Claimant, Chester Voss, 5400 North 16™ Street, Milwaukee, W1 53209 alleges that on May 14,
2004 he sustained damages when a City sewer backed up into his basement. He claims damages

in the amount of $20,000.00.

Qur investigation reveals that the Infrastructure Services Division records indicate that they
investigated a backwater at 5400 North 19™ Street on May 14, 2004 and found the Milwaukee
Metropolitan Sewerage District interceptor sewer to be surcharged causing the City main
sanitary sewer to back-up into the basement. Saturated ground conditions and severe rain that
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occurred on this date resulted in flows that exceeded the capacity of the system. As such, the
City would not be liable. Accordingly, we recommend that this claim be denied.

Very truly yours,

! s

53 f}‘f/’?x @‘ ' {?ﬂéﬂ_}
P .,/ %‘-*‘\ jg’ ;;‘ .
MICHAEL G. TOBIN
Assistant City Attorney

MGT:beg
Enclosure
1029-2004-1952:83568
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LPCC, INC. COMMUNITY MEETING JUNE 12, 2004

(/)
The Lincoln Park Community Center, Inc. community meeting was called to order at 10:05 on Saturday,
June 12, 2004. Ms. Vamado noted that the Milwaukee River water has ascended to the first step. In
previous years when the water ascends to the second step there is water in the basements of homes in the
neighborhood. She stated that a mitigation meeting had been held in the Blatz pavilion (upstairs) on
Wednesday, June 9. At that meeting those attending heard about the County Plan for solving the
flooding/sewer back up problems. Need to hear about the City of Milwaukee plan, Shorewood, Glendale
ans whitefish Bay all have plans, but Milwaukee has not been addressed. Ms. Varnado noted that in this
area of homeowners, with very few rentals. She asked that a meeting be held during the evening or later in
the day so working people in the area would be able 10 attend and address their concerns. Ms. Varnado
then introduced the guests attending the meeting, including: Mayor Tom Barrett, Lisa Sherman-
Department of Emergency Management, Aldermen Ashante Hamilton, Supervisor James, White and
Supervisor Willie Johnson Jr.

Lisa Sherman, Department of Emergency Management which is the local level of FEMA, stated that her
department is concerned about the life and prosperity of the people. DEM is a pre disaster mitigation
planning entity which also handles situations after a disaster. She stated that there is a form for those who.
have experienced any kind of monetary loss to complete so that these forms can be submitted to the Stat
of Wisconsin. This disaster must have a total loss of $2.68 million in order to be classified as a disaster.
She distributed a flyer describing Flood Clean Up Tips and the Seven Areas to be addresses. A question
arose about the fact that calls had been made to various companies for estimates on damage and theses
companies would not provide an estimate unless they would be allowed to complete the repair. Ms.
Sherman stated that all the State needed was an estimate of the damage and this damage would only cover
the essentials-which would include items such as the washer, dryer, furnace, water heater and walls-not
the furniture or furnishings if the basement had been updated.

It was noted that the Salvation Army proyided clean up kits and those would be available afier the
meeting. i

_Sharon Gayan from the DNR explained the problems with the PCB contamination in the area near the
dam. Questions arose about the dam not being opened and how one would have to call several people in
order to get to the person who would open the dam, and then the gates still would not be opened. The
gates are operated by the Milwaukee County Park System who is responsible for their maintenance. There
is a dam order-showing at what level it should be placed and when it should be opened. When the dam
opens it allows sediment and contaminated silt to flow down the river. Therefore, it is not opened at every
“whim”. The PCB levels are very high and a health concern. At this time there is an EPA grant and those
involved are preparing a report concerning the sediments.

Much discussion was raised about the fact these reports have already been completed and results are
already available. Mr Car! Porupcan stated, “Even though the river may be at the same height as it was
long ago, it is not the same depth.” This area is capturing all the sediment and contamination. The bottom
line is that we must address the removal of the PCB’s. Millions of dollars have been spent for flood
control but this area must be cleaned.

It was noted that a solution is being worked on according to DNR calculations-on paper-there does not
seem to be nay concern about the people, the real life situation. These people in this area are the ones
suffering with the problems.

Mayor Barrett questioned who should reaily be involved in sitting down at the table and working out a
solution. Now is not the time to be pointing fingers and who/he/she but in finding a solution that will



Page 2

worl. If it 1s the DNR that needs to be petitioned for a permit for the dredging and that needs to be done.
Ms. Varnado stated that she had a letter written to the DNR noting that the lagoon needed to be dredged.
No answer to this letter was ever received. Mayor Barrett asked for a copy of this letter.

Mayor Barrett appreciated concern from all those attending the meeting. It was noted that historical
records regarding the purpose and study of this area are in the hands of Tom Reep and he would be very
willing to talk with the Mayor and any others, including Ms. Varnado and Area 3 residents along with the
engineers, to show them what he had. Previously the DNR had stated that they would NEVER allow the
dredging of the river. However, there remain three possible solutions to the problem. 1) to remove the
dam; 2) fix the dam; 3) close it. Money was found in other areas of the city to fix the flooding. No one can
put a price on human life. Residents want this area fixed and made for what it was designed.

County Commissioner Willie Johnson stated that he would like copies of all information Mr. Reep has,
He also stated that recently the Park System structure had changed. He was very willing to work to find a
solution to the flooding and sewer back up problems in the area.

Alderman Ashanti Hamilton spoke, also expressing his willingness to work to find a solution to the
problems. As a community we all have to work together to figure out just what needs to be done.

Resident Eric Reep questioned whether the residents should be living in the area due to possible disease
and contaminants. It seemed that the City considers the river as #1 and the residents as #2. In his opinion
there probably is an agenda somewhere and the area and properties will be worth more if the people and
residents are no longer around. There seems to be a great deal of distrust, not because of paranoia but
build on fact. Reports and reports and reports are supposedly being prepared, but nothing gets
accomplished.

Resident Tom Reep asked that on outside, non biased firm provided results for what the possible solutions
to the area problems are and not for what the governmental entities want them to be. He stated that the
answers are already here-there is no need for further study. ‘

Resident Dick Yar, a well known area historian, has crusaded for many vears to keep the dam in. He
explained one of his options for the area use, stating that this area is the “gem of Milwaukee” and that
even though the cost of dredging is very high, perhaps rather than removing the contaminates, they could
create additional landscape in the area.

The discussion then reverted back to the question about the type of flooding occurring in the basements
involved. This time more of the water was due to sewer back up. Ruth Varnado and Tom Reep have maps
of all the sewer systems feeders and bypasses in the area. Mr. Reep explained that there are many
limitations in the sewer system. Basically, when water overflows it trickles into the sewer and then the
sewer overflows as it can not hold all the additional water, thus causing back ups in basements. The
MMSD has a potential for ﬁn?s when it disposes into the water pipes. It is allowed up to 6 disposals a
year.

According to Mrs. Cora Lee Palmer of the MMSD, The MMSD makes a calculated decision on what and

how much. it cap dump, The choice was made not to bypass. The MMSD has to look at the entite sewer
L. . - W%* .

area, 1t 1s a massive complex formula with many issues involved. She stated the MMSD is concerned.
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Supervisor White stated that the residents in the area have been asking for answers for years. There are
questions about the role of the dam, PCB’s, etc. There have heen@l 00 year rains/floods within just a few
years. We have been told that the area was not created for flood control. However, historical records show
the area was created specifically for flood control. The order was to regularly dredge. There have been
meetings, meetings, and more meetings. Historical records proved that all the recent information being
given to us is false. We have the answers. We don’t need additional studies, etc.

Supervisor White also stated that there was a Lincoln Creek Flood Project which got to Green Bay
Avenue and then stopped. It was supposed to continue past Green Bay Avene. There must be some kind
of legislation to get to the solutions we already know about. There are aiready all kind of studies. If the
dam gates are supposed to be automated then lets get them to work. If we're talking about PCB’s going
down the river, then let’s do something about them. If we have to get Federal money, lets get Federal
monies? People often put the responsibility on what happened on other people, but the bottom line is that
we have to look forward, not back. Lets get something done!

A question arose about when (lendale Housing units were build they asked te connect to the water pipes
in the City of Milwaukee. Supposedly they paid $300,000 for this.

Supervisor James White spoke on the past problems and how now some issues are still being addresses.
How hard the LPCC, Inc. and residents worked to find closure to this problem in 1997, 1998 and 1999
and how a band aid was applied but the problem remains.

A new homeowner in the area stated he had been told when he bought the home that a check valve was
fixed at the end of their road. He also stated that he could purchase a one way valve for his basement for
around $200.00 and a plumber would charge around $900 to put it in. Perhaps the city could get a
discount on purchasing these valves for each and every resident in the area-which would stop the sewer
back up in these homes.

Another resident expressed concern about her loss which was not covered by homeowners insurance. She
had been told that she did not live in a flood plain and would not need flood insurance. However, she
experienced a large loss. The National Flood Insurance program was explained and a flyer was passed to
the audience.

The question arose about how much of a health hazard this sewage being in the basements and back yards
actuaily is. Would this involve E coli.

These questions were answered by Mat Wolter, MS Environmental and Disease Control Specialist.

Mr. Mike Martin, a Technical Director from MMSD was asked to discuss the deep tunnel and the possible
reasons for the recent problems. It was noted that there was only one flood prior to the deep tunnel being
created and since then there have been several. Mr. \/Iaﬁ{stated that is a priority to prevent basement
backup and obviously something happened. Systerns were set up to resolve this type of problem. What has
happened is not acceptable.

Peoples live and homes are at stake her in the Lincoln Park Area 3 community, Stated Ruth Varnado. It is
up to the people to elect representatives who are willing to be held accountabie to the residents.

it was decided that Mayor Barrett, Commissioner Johnson, Alderman Hamilton, Mr. Martin, Ruth
Vamnado, Mr. Virgil, Tom Reep and others would get together to discuss historical records and solutions
to these problems, seeking State and Federal monies.



PRO-TECH MECHANICAL, INC.
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
16860 W. NATIONAL AVE.
NEW BERLIN, WI 53151

June 1, 2004

Chester Voss
5400 N. 19th St
Milwaukee, W1 53209

Regarding Trane furnace and water heater, The controls of both pieces of equipment were in water. All
warranties void. Recommend replacement.

Ed Johnson

{ 262 )784-9446 {414)321-1741 ( 1-800 ) 388-4105 FAX (262 )784-9325



BID: 2003446€
Date: 06-01-04

BID To: Chester L. Voss
5400 N. 19'" st.
Milwaukee, Wl 53209
Phone: 414-228.7112

From: JW Home improvement
6121 N. Teutonia Ave
Milwaukee, Wi §3209
PHONE: (414) 461-3676

Description of Work to Be Done at:
5400 N. 19™ Street for Chester L. Voss

Remove moldy drywall and paneling and replace with new
‘Remove damaged studs and replace with new

Remove old carpet and replace with new

Tape & mud drywall, prime and paint

Total:  $6700.00

W) Sl15,07

Date |

_ This bid is good for 30 days from the date of this bid




DESCRIPTION

WASHER

DRYER

DEHUMIDIFER

REFRIGERATOR

557 PHILLIPS T.V.

BOSE SURROUND SOUND

HP PAVILLION CPV 2.4 GHZ

DRILL/COMBO KIT

DRILL BITS

TRANE FURNACE

SPADE BITS

CIRCULAR SAW

WRENCHES

WRENCHES

SOCKETS

VAC

FURNITURE

CLOTHING

UTILITY CABINET

4 BOXES CEILING TILE

MISC.

#

44832

84832

54701

91499

54353

98521

84383

9/11438

9/67029

UX06UC936D

9/20919
9/27111

9/46936
9/46937
9/34248

9/17099

TOTAL =

COST
999.99
799.99
21 9,99
249.99
1999.99
999.99
134999
299.99
99.99
3600.00
19.99

119.99
69.99
79.99

299.99

119.99

1006.66
1000.00

200.00
400.00
750.00

14,679.85
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