Marvin E. Pratt
Acting Mayor, City of Milwaukee

February 26, 2004

Mr. Ronald Leonhardt
City Clerk

City Hall

200 E. Wells Street
Milwaukes, WI 33202

Re: Renaming of the 2908 Block of North 10" Street
to Claretta Simpson Way

Dear Mr, Leonhardt:

1 am writing to request that you take the steps necessary under Milwaukee Ordinance 113-3 to
effectuate the renaming of the 2900 block of North 10™ Street to Claretta Simpson Way. The new name
will be in honor of Mrs. Claretta Simpson, affectionately known as “Mother Freedom.” Mrs. Simpson is a
nationally known civii rights activist and the founder of Career Youth Development, Incorporated.

Attached please find the following items necessary to expediting this request:

» A sketch highiighting the area of North 10% Street
that will be renamed.

¢ A biography of Mrs. Simpson and the rationale
behind renaming the street after her.

* A petition signed by more than 50 percent of the
property owners in the area affected by this name
change.

If you need any additional information regarding this request, do not hesitate to contact me.
Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter,
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Ce: Alderwoman Marlene Iohnson-Odom
Andria DeToro-Balda
Jeannetta Simpson-Robinson

(414} 286-2200 « fax (414) 286-3191 » mayor@milwaukee.gov
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PETITION

WE the undersigned residents and property owners on North 10™ Street in the
(2900 block), Formally request that the City Of Milwaukee would agree to
rename North 10" Street (2900 block) in the city of Milwaukee.

We formally request that the 2900 block be changed to Mother Freedom
Simpson Drive or Street, here in the city of Milwaukee.

Done this Saturday February 7, 2004.

NAME

ADDRESS

SIGNATURE
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and ssankind. Ms. Siempson began hers ciil 1}
fr She is a modem day Harriet Tubman wio started working for justice and civit :igms for her feilowman and womaa
with Dr. TR, M. Howard of Mount Bayou, Mississippt. Dy, Howard was the predecessor of Do King,

s fecally and rations l%}* a5 ‘\ml or Frecoon has

Duting this period of tme she put her ife on the Ene many, many limes, She was g initial and integral part of the
“underground Literally riding hidden under the covers of hovse drawn wagons o secret NAACR
meetings. Because frankly speaking, du;ing that perind of bistory in the soutk Ze Ku Klux Klan and other
mmcs were prevalent snd would kil malm or hang participants of such a Yreedom movemend™. §5ui ”z;l\'mg e fear
Mother Freedam” bravely participated anvway at her ife's risk, for what she {elt would bring fustice and
cc_mi;t; t0 those who were not 1 bmfu%Ey abtaming it. She was the essence and ¢

AR

FaCisin and

3 that D
£ was Gitten by
the dogs and mmwr— into jail. She was involved with Qr Kingin De:tmst .«i‘chean where she was ileraliv ran cver and
trampled by the Potice (Jf{k_t’% who were mounted on Dorses and was sprayed hv nigh powered water hoses
prevaiied and continged her quest a5 a advocate for the downtrodden, those wit hudt avoice in the Amerd
and civil rights sysiem. She was without fzar and time and time again calieg an God 0 provide her strength, wisdom
and direction. With God on her side she continued on her journey of lreedom for all. Ms. Simpson was some kind of
a ladyl

She protesied the injustice that teok place with the charges surrounding the Emmitt THi case in Mississippi. She
there with her grandson Charies "Buich” Waiton propped on her shouiders when she heard Dr. King give bis
famous. T Have A Dream” speech in Washinglon, D.C

“Mother Freedom” was invoived in the movement with . Rapp Brown, Kwame Tuie {Stokiey Carmichael) and his
student movement, where we first heard the words "Black Power” coined. She was there standing up for freedom of
speech, empowerment and civil rights for the cconomically poor and disadvantaged of our nation.

She was heavily invaived in all of the Mibwaukee School Board marches conceriing busing along with Attosney
Barbee. She marched for open housing with Father Groppt as well,

{ust recently in the sunimer of ‘77 she was one of the leaders of Career Youth Development’s Viclory Over Violence
March & Raily heid here in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, In the Year 200, she continues {6 be a strong vaics and advocate
for the most i need.

“Mother Freedom” aiang with her daughter, leannetia Robinson were the no-founders of Career Youth Development.
inc. & 31 year oid, non-profit, multb-service, social service agency that fas over 20 different programs designed o
mect the needs of the community and a stafl of approximately 100 people. (Y., was founded in 1970, 25 a response
o this community’s sccial service needs. They did not start CY.D. by writing 2 grant. “Mother Freedom™ funded
C.Y.D. out of her own money and operated the agency out of her awn fittle back house because she loved the youth
and Tamifies who needed her assistance.

This organization that she founded has been recognized by Congress and President Bill Clinton as a model ageney.
“Mother Freedom” stated that, "Twanted to devetop a communily based agmy i?saz would {ast forever, as

that God will shways provide and beve 3 jove-in-action center for the youth and | fLhis commu

it was only fitting that our Child Care institule for adolescents for male;gauih, 3 7 he named alter her,
Claretta Simpsen House™, She is truly a phoreme, an won and 2 part of our true American ﬁmor\, She 100 can be
hezrd singing the words of our famous patriotic song, "My Coumy Tis Of Thee,  Liserty, OF Thee |
Sing. "

=

Thal's the essence of this graal American lady, She continues withou! hesttation 1o do her part for the most in need
of our corumumnly a8 we 4l sirive loward achigving the American Sream.

Written by: jeannells Robinson, Co-Founder/Executive Director, Career Youth Developmend, ine, and [smes Nelson.
Admitnistrative Assistant 10 ihe Executive Director, Career Youth Deveiopment,
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