The Cuba Conundrum

g ill Cuba ever officially be
open to U.S. travelers?
We’ve done more than
our share of stories over
the past decade on the po-
tential for Cuba tourism, or on how the mar-
ket is on the verge of a boom once the U.S.
embargo and travel ban are lifted.
Unfortunately, Cuba is still technically
closed to U.S. tourism, although many thou-
sands of Americans visit “unofficially.” But once
again we seem to be at a critical juncture where
there’s a chance Cuba could be opened for
travel. Some members of Congress are actively
campaigning to lift the U.S. Treasury Depart-
ment ban on U.S. citizens spending money in
Cuba, which effectively puts any American who
travels to the country in violation of U.S. law.

New Opening?
Last month Jimmy Carter became the first for-
mer U.S. president to visit Cuba. He called on
Cuba to open up its political system, but he also
suggested that the Bush administration should
ease the trade embargo and lift the ban on
travel. In a May 9 editorial, even the conserv-
ative Wall Street Journal wrote that it was time
to lift the embargo and the travel ban.

Two weeks ago President Bush, speaking to
a largely Cuban-American audience in Florida,
said he would neither end the embargo nor lift
the travel ban until Cuba had installed a new
government after open and democratic elec-

tions. Effectively, however, Cuba is being held
to a very different standard from many coun-

- tries with which the U.S. maintains full diplo-

matic relations. Indeed, Americans are allowed
to travel to a host of countries run by extremely
oppressive regimes.

But Cuba is a subject that produces strong
emotions, even in the travel industry. Earlier
this month ASTA President Richard Copland,
CTC, traveled on a fact-finding trip to Cuba.
He reportedly commented favorably on the po-
tential of tourism to the island and his meet-
ing with Fidel Castro. He also said ASTA would
launch a Cuba specialist course to educate travel
agents about the island.

Not surprisingly , Copland’s trip produced
a strong response here. Jack Guiteras, a Cuban-
American and president of Lorraine Travel Bu-
reau in Coral Gables, Fla., wrote a letter harshly
criticizing the ASTA president. “At a time when
our country is waging a courageous worldwide
battle against terrorism,” Guiteras wrote, “the
president and CEO of ASTA sees it fitting to
coddle the master-terrorist himself, who over
all these years has trained, harbored, aided and
abetted every terrorist organization that came
his way, and sent them throughout the globe
to spread havoc, and who personally almost
launched a nuclear attack against the U.S. and
would not hesitate to do so again if the weasel
had the means.” That’s just one of the milder
excerpts from Guiteras’ letter, but it shows the
emotion that the issue of Cuba produces.

In Copland’s re-
sponse to Guiteras, he
wrote: “I understand
your strong feelings
on the subject. Given
your personal experi-
ences I probably
would have similar
sentiments...I was in
Cuba to further
ASTA’s goal of free travel for all people to all
areas of the world.”

Ending the Ban

Perhaps those of us who have not experienced
the tyranny of Castro’s regime can never fully
understand the emotions of Cuban-Americans
like Guiteras, who escaped to find refuge here.
Nevertheless, I simply don’t believe Cuba is
going to change without an end to the embargo
and travel ban. Such policies clearly haven’t
worked in the past 40 years with Cuba. Some
say an end to the U.S. embargo and travel ban
would prop up Castro’s regime. But I have to
side with those who maintain that increased
contact between the peoples of the U.S. and
Cuba can only lead in the end to a more open
and democratic society for the Cuban people.
Let’s end the travel ban...it’s time.

James Shillinglaw, CTC
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
jshillinglaw@advanstar.com
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Cuban bogeyman rides again

. ba is developing biological weapons and
"N/ cooperating with rogue states interested in

using them could be plausible. Cuba has 3 well-

known medical industry and the manufacture - - U.S.food to Cuba went through without i

and delivery of biological agents is far less costly

and complex than nuclear or even many conven-

tional weapons. Rigup a Cessna with nozzlesand
a'tankload of deadly crud and you’re inbusiness. .

Yet such' accusations—particularly when of-
fered without a shied of proof or elaboration—
sound like anothér tedious episode in the war of
words between the two countries. Coming days

before former President Jimmy Carteristogoto .
Cuba, and amid growing congressional senti-
ment to lift trade restrictions against theisland, :

this latest round of charges begins tolook like 2
political stunt. o Nt

The charges were leiiéled' Monday by Sﬁite De-~

bartment arms control chief John R. Bolton dur-
ingaspeech to the Heritage Foundation, a conser-
vative think tank in the capital. He offered no

concrete proof, just circumstantial allegations

such as this: Castro visited Iran, Libya and Syria
in the past year, and all of them are ontheU.S.list

of terrorism sponsors. e
Unless one assumes Castro and those- around

him have lost their minds and plan some sort of -
national kamikaze mission, it’s tough to imagine -
why Cuba would embark on such a course. CNN

comes in loud and clear in Havana, and so have
the images of the devastation ‘American military
power has ‘inflicted on Afghanistan, halfway
around the world. Sitting just 90 miles away, uUs.

: as deadly and that much quicker. - SRR
. Hanything, in recent months Castro has been

- direct White House intervention.” e
-2 In preparation for Carter’s visit, Cas
has freed Vladimiro Roca, the highest]
- litical dissident in jail. Roca was supp
-freed soon anyway, but Castro’s move was

-the flames of anti-Castro sentiment ‘in

‘nothing like a new “threat” to justify continued
., hostility toward Cuba. -0 Lo

. In1962, and during the decades of the Cold War,
- ‘when the Soviets bankrolled Cuban military ex-'§

let this bogeyman die a long-overdue death.-

response to any Cuban'aggré_'s’sidh would t

model of good behavior: A $90 million cas

‘Cuba and Midwestern exporters seem eaget
more deals, perhaps to incl ide the sale of
icines. In fact, an amendment to lift the r¢
tions of private financing of sales to Cub
have easily passed the House, had it riot

ered a friendly gesture to humor Carter. *
~ There is evidence, however, to suggest dom
tic politics are again driving American p
ward Cuba. Gov. Jeb Bush is running for
tion in Florida, and there is nothing like sto
1" Dade B
County to secure the Cuban-American vote. Afid

cursions worldwide, the Castro government was 3§
certainly a threat. But after the collapse of the So--

viet Union—and along with it the ‘Cuban econo- ;
my and its military—any credible threat to they

U.S. has evaporated. If the Bush administration &

has proof of renewed Cuban aggression, let’s s

it—and develop a prudent response. Otherwise,




TEXAS STATE LEGISLATURE’S RESOLUTION CALLING FOR THE REMOVAL OF

TRADE, FINANCIAL, AND TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS RELATING TO CUBA
Passed by both houses May 23, 2001 [77R14819 ELG-D CONCURRENT RESOLUTION] -

WHEREAS, The relationship between the United States and Cuba has long been marked by tension and confrontation;
further heightening this hostility is the 40-year-old U.S. trade embargo against the island nation that remains the
longest-standing embargo in modern history; and

WHEREAS, Cuba imports nearly a billion dollars' worth of food every year, including approximately 1,100,000 tons of
wheat, 420,000 tons of rice, 37,000 tons of poultry, and 60,000 tons of dairy products; these amounts are expected to
grow significantly in coming years as Cuba slowly recovers from the severe economic recession it has endured
following the withdrawal of subsidies from the former Soviet Union in the last decade; and

WHEREAS, Agriculture is the second-largest industry in Texas, and this state ranks among the top five states in overall
value of agricultural exports at more than $3 billion annually; thus, Texas is ideally positioned to benefit from the
market opportunities that free trade with Cuba would provide; rather than depriving Cuba of agricultural products, the
U.S. embargo succeeds only in driving sales to competitors in other countries that have no such restrictions; and

WHEREAS, In recent years, Cuba has developed important pharmaceutical products, namely, a new meningitis B
vaccine that has virtually eliminated the disease in Cuba; such products have the potential to protect Americans
against diseases that continue to threaten large populations around the world; and

WHEREAS, Cuba's potential oil reserves have attracted the interest of numerous other countries who have been helping
Cuba develop its existing wells and search for new reserves; Cuba's oil output has increased more than 400 percent over

the last decade; and

WHEREAS, The United States' trade, financial, and travel restrictions against Cuba hinder Texas' export of agricultural
and food products, its ability to import critical energy products, the treatment of illnesses experienced by Texans, and

the right of Texans to travel freely;

now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the 77th Legislature of the State of Texas hereby respectfully urge the Congress of the United States to
consider the removal of trade, financial, and travel restrictions relating to Cuba; and, be it further

RESOLVED, That the Texas secretary of state forward official copies of this resolution to the president of the United States,
to the speaker of the house of representatives and the president of the senate of the United States Congress, and to all the
members of the Texas delegation to the congress with the request that this resolution be officially entered in the

Congressional Record as a memorial to the Congress of the United States of America.

(hicago Tribune

~ May 23, 2001

Editorial Against the Helms-Lieberman Bill

How not to overthrow Castro

ith the introduction last week of the Cu-

\ N / ban Solidarity Act of 2001, Sen. Jesse

Helms (R-N.C.), chairman of the Com-

mittee on Foreign Relations—and a veritable

geyser of bad policy ideas with regard to Cuba—

may have outdone himself. No matter how large

the federal surplus eventually turns out to be, it

couldn’t possibly be large enough to justify this
waste of $100 million of public money.

Helms’ bill would underwrite dissidents in Cu-
ba and supply them with all their needs, from
crackers to cellular phones. Accordingto a press
release, recipients “may include prisoners (and
family members), persecuted dissidents or repa-
triated persons, workers’ rights activists” and
anyone else working to overthrow Castro.

He described the package asa “blueprint for a
more vigorous U.S. policy to liberate the en-
slaved island of Cuba,” and compared it to the
American support for the independent labor
movement in Poland in the 1980s.

The Cuban-American National Foundation,
the largest and best financed of the anti-Castro
organizations in this country, quickly endorsed

- Helms’ package. Most analysts suspect the foun-

ation came up with the idea and the senator—
co-author of the 1996 Helms-Burton Act and im-
placable foe of Castro—was only too happy to
oblige. :

But if piercing Cuba’s isolation is what the
senator seeks, there is a far cheaper and faster
way: Lift the ban on Americans traveling to the
island. Then just stand back and watch.

A stampede of hundreds of thousands of tour-
ists would gladly bring the books, videos, maga-
zines and other subversive materials that Helms
wants to smuggle into Cuba. More dangerous
still for Castro’s regime, these blabby gringos
will bring tales of life outside, including news
that the 1960 Fairlane was not the last model car
manufactured by Ford.

Best of all, the tourists will do it all at their own
expense, in exchange for a sunburn, cheap rum
drinks and enough renditions of “Guantaname-
ra” to make anyone swear off Caribbean vaca-
tions.

In reality;, of course, there is no way that Helms
or anyone else can hope to filter $25 million a
year into Cuba for the next four years. Most like-
1y, very nearly all of this windfall will go to the
anti-Castro groups in Miami rather than to any
starving dissidents in the island.

In Cuba, leading dissident figure Elizardo San
chez aiready has said “No thanks!” to American
money. The perception of being on the payroll of
the U.S., he said, would be the end of his credibil-
ity: Any outside subsidies also would only give
Castro a ready-made justification to tighten the
vise around any dissent groups.

American support of Poland’s Solidarity
movement came after Lech Walesa had already
established himself as an opposition leader and
tens of thousands had joined his independent
union. . .

U.S. money did not create Solidarity and it’s
not likely to ignite an opposition movement in
Cuba or anywhere else. That is more likely to oc-
cur when the U.S. ends the isolation of Cuba, Cu-
bans see some political and economic alterna-

" tives—and then go for them.



Frederick H. Gerlach, Ph. D.

3248 S. New York Avenue Tel: +1 414 273 6610
Milwaukee, WI 53207-3040 (USA) Fax: +1 414 273 7048
Email FHGerlach@AOL.com

June 20, 2002
Mr. Michael S. D’Amato
Judiciary & Legislative Committee
Common Council
City of Milwaukee
200 E. Wells St.
Milwaukee, Wi 53202

Dear Mr. D’Amato:

I understand that the Council is considering a resolution of support for the lifting of travel restrictions to
Cuba and normalizing relations and that at least one member sought State Department input to
assure that federal policy is taken into consideration. | have been invited by the Milwaukee Coalition
to Normalize Relations with Cuba to assist in this regard. The Coalition’s website,
www.cubawifriends.org, not only provides a wealth of information on the subject, but also includes a
link to the State Department Cuba office webpage.

As a retiree of the State Department, | believe there is very little chance that a responsible official
could be persuaded to come to Milwaukee for a meeting with the Council on this matter. However, if
you wish to try, the person to contact would be:

Mr. James J. Carragher
Director, Office of Cuban Affairs
Department of State
Washington, DC 20520

Tel (202) 647-9273

E-mail cubanaffairs@state.gov

An alternative might be to invite the Executive Director of the UWM Institute of World Affairs, Dr.
William Vocke (Tel 414- 227-3229), for an overview presentation of the issues involved in the U.S.-
Cuba relationship. Under its charter, the Institute is required to provide a balanced, non-partisan view
of all issues it focuses on.

I will be available until June 27 in case you wish to contact me. | personally strongly favor the lifting of
travel restrictions and of the trade embargo that have long been in effect for Cuba. In my view, the
end of the Cold War has completely changed the situation and there is no further justification for the
current U.S. policy on Cuba.

Sincerely yours,

rick H. Gerlach
ign Service Officer (Retired)



he- historic visit of former President.

Carter to Cuba has raised expectations
among some and fears among others. As
the first present or former U.S. president to
visit the island since the 1959 revolution,
Carter raised hopes that-he would iay the
foundation for a relaxation of tensions and
the eventual normalization of U.S.-Cuba re-
lations. At the same time, others feared the
exact same thing.

Amid high hbpes among the Cuban:

people and controversy sparked by the Bush
administration’s accusation of bio-weapons
production by Cuba, Carter, his wife
Rosalynn and others arrived on Sunday, May
12th. to a very warm welcome by President
Fidel Castro and other government officials

and were _given the red-carpet treatment

throughout their week-long stay.

Onhis firstfull-day in Havana, Mon-
day May 13th., Carter waisted no time in cat-
egorically refuting the Bush administration’s
claim regarding bio-weapons production. He
said, “There were absolutely no such alle-
gations made or questions raised. | asked
them myself on more than one occasion if
. there was any evidence that Cuba has been
involved in sharing any information with any
* country on earth that could be used for ter-
rorist purposes. And the answer from our
experts on intelligence was no.”

For many, the highlight of former
President Carter’s trip occurred on Tuesday
when he had the opportunity to address the
nation on the state television and radio net-
work. In his address, Carter outlined his vi-
sion of the path to normalization.

| asked them myself on more than one occasion if there was any evi-
dence that Cuba has been involved in sharing any information with
any country on earth that could be used for terrorist purposes. And the
answer from our experts on intelligence was no.

Former President Carter

Early on in-his
speech, Carter set down
his purpose. He said, “Will
this new century find our

in harmony and friend-
ship? I have come here in
search of an answer to
that question,” and later,
he reiterated, “l have not
come here to interfere in
Cuba’s intemal affairs, but
to extend a hand of friend-
ship to the Cuban people and to offer a vi-
sion of the future for our two countnes and
for all the Americas.”

That vision includes U.S. congres-
sional and administrative actions to allow
unrestricted travel, establish an open trad-
ing relationship and repeal the embargo. He
mentioned that the present situation “in-
duces anger and resentment, restricts the
freedoms of U.S citizens and makes it diffi-
cult to exchange ideas and respact,” while
failing to mention the restrictions imposed

on Cuban citizens as a resuit of the embargo.

He also addressed the issue of re-
solving property disputes sternming from
expropriatons and confiscations that oc-
curred up to 40 years ago-with the triumph
of the revolution. To resolve these, he pro-

posed the establishment of a blue ribbon .

committee to look into “the legitimate con-
cerns of all sides in a postive and construc-
tive manner.” At the same time, Carter did
not mention Cuba’s offer of compensation
for these properties nor the Cuban demand
for compensation for the economic damage
inflicted by the 40 year-old embargo.
Furthermore, Carter urged the
opening of the Cuban economy “to use indi-
vidual entrepreneurial skills,” and, in refer-
ence to many Cubans residing in south
Florida who remain angry over their depar-
ture and their divided families, he noted, “We
have to define a future so they can serve as
a bridge of reconciliation between Cuba and

the United States.” Such vague comments

seem to gloss over the fact that at least some
of these exiles have promoted and engaged

neighboring people living .

in violent acts against the Cuban people.

His final reference was regarding
human rights. In defining “democracy,” he
referred to the Inter-American Democratic
Charter which sets down these premises: all
citizens are bom with the right to choose their
own leaders, to define their own destiny,
speak freely, organize political parties, trade
unions and non-governmental groups, and
to have fair and open tribunals. In an unusual
admission of need for improvement, Carter
spoke of the U.S. when he said, “My nation
is hardly perfectin human rights. A very large
number of our citizens are incarcerated in
prison, and there is little doubt that the death
penalty is imposed most harshly on those
who are poor, black or mentally ilf. For more
than a quarter of a century, we have
struggled unsuccessfully to guarantee the
basic right of universal health care for our
people.” He also mentioned the recent cen-
sure of Cuba’s human rights record at the
UN Human Rights Commission and the
Varela Project that has collected more than
10,000 signatures with which they are peti-
tioning the Cuban government for a referen-
dum on greater freedoms in the country.

In a speech given by President
Castro on Monday at the Latin American
School of Medicine, he seemed to anticipate
some of Carter's remarks regarding democ-
racy and human rights. Castro asked rhe-
torically, “And what is a society without jus-
tice? What is a society of illiterates? What is
a society where the few have everything and
the rest nothing? What kind of freedom can
come from inequality and ignorance? What
kind of democracy? What kind of human
rights?” ,

Castro focused on the failure of de-
mocracy to adequately address the press- -
ing social justice issues of our time, such as
poverty, ignorance, health care, housing,
inequality and others. The inability or unwill-
ingness of democracies to aggressively seek
lasting solutions to these social problems

. seemed to call for a new concept of democ-

racy, one which would place more empha-

_ sis on social justice and communal respon-

sibilities and less on individual freedoms. W
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