\ JUN. 25. 2802 3:41PM
FROM : Law Offices of Arthur Heitzer ’ PHONE NO. : 414 273 4859 "2

Frederick H. Gerlach, Ph. D.

3248 S. New York Avenue Tel: +1 414 173 6610
Milwaukee, WI 53207-3040 (USA) Fax +1 414 :}73 7048
Email FHGerlach@AOL.com

June {30, 2002
Mr. Michael S. D'’Amato
Judiciary & Legislative Committee
Common Council
City of Milwaukee
200 E. Wells St.
Milwaukee, W| 53202

Dear Mr. D'Amato:

[ understand that the Council is considering a resolution of support for the lifting of travel rastrictions to
Cuba and normalizing relations and that at least one member sought State Department inpui to
assure that federal policy is taken into consideration. | have been invited by the Milwaukee Coalition
to Normalize Relations with Cuba to assist in this regard. The Coalition's website,
www.cubawifriends.org, not only provides a wealth of information on the subject, but also includes a
link to the State Department Cuba office webpage. .

As a retires of the State Department, | believe there is very little chance that a respensible official
could be persuaded to come to Milwaukee for a meeting with the Council on this matter. Hovever, if
you wish to try, the person to contact would be:

Mr. James J. Carragher
Director, Office of Cuban Affairs
Department of State
Washington, DC 20520

Tel (202) 847-9273

E-mail cubanaffairs@state.gov

An altemative might be to invite the Executive Director of the UWM Institute of World Affairs, Dr.
William Vocke (Tel 414- 227-3229), for an overview presentation of the issues involved in the: U.S.-
Cuba relationship. Under its charter, the Institute is required to provide a balanced, non-partisan view
of all issues It focuses on.

| will be available until June 27 in case you wish to contact me. | personally strongly favor the lifting of
travel restrictions and of the trade embarge that have long been in effect for Cuba. In my view, the
end of the Cold War has completely changed the situation and there is no further justificatior for the
current U.S. policy on Cuba.

Sincerely yours,

Frederick H. Gerlach
Foreign Service Officer (Retired)
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U.S. AIIegatlons of Blo-Weapons
Production. by Cuba Refuted by
: Center for Internatlonal Pollcy

US. Undersecretary of State for Arms Con-
trol and International Secunty, John Bolton
made a number of grossly misleading and
unsubstantiated- allegations :concerning :
Cuba’s attitudes ‘toward. terrorism and its
supposed manufacture of 'biological:weap-
ons at the Heritage Founidation on May 6.

These are quoted-below with the Center for

International Policy’s: point-by-point com-

ments on each

“The Umted States belleves that Cuba
has at least a limited offensive biological -
warfare-research and development ef-
fort.” e P

Bolton prefaces thls very senous allegatron

by stating that, “Cuba leads in: the produc-,

tion of pharmaceutlcals and vaccines that are
sold worldwide. Analysts and Cuban defec-

tors have long cast suspicion. on.the.activi- :
ties' conducted in these biomedical facilities.”

e

Bolton does not prov:de any ev1dence .or
even say who the analysts and defectors may
be. His comments however, seem to reflect
those made. by one. analyst and. one defector
whose uncorroborated and admlttedly specu-
lative theones are contmuously recycled
among hard-lme exxles

The analySt 'is fo Soviet Colonel Ken

Our bl-monthly newsletter bnngs news an
analysis of rece ’developments aswellas
mformatlon ab commg events in Mil-
waukee " :

RELIEF FUND FOR'
¥ HURRICANE
\J MICHELLE VICTIMS

The-devastation of Humcane Mlchelle is Stlll L

being felt inmany:parts of the island. To help -
in, their rebuilding: efforts, the Milwaukee .
Coalmon is co-sponsoring a Benefit Concert .
on May 24th. See p. 5 for more detalls

writes that h1s former chief;, Maj. Gen. Yun,
Kalinin, told him he thought Cuba had an
active Jbacteriological arms:program:

Alibek’s allegations concerning Cuba— -
comprising 3 pages in his 291-page book— -
were based on his former boss’s own specu--
lation. ¢t was his opinion,” Alibek has said, -
acknowledging that his former boss, in fact,

“saw no weapons production [m Cubal.” -

In 1999, commentmg on the Ahbek book,

the State:Department said; *“We have no.evi- -

dence that Cuba is stockpiling or has mass-
produced any BW [blologlcal warfare]
agents.”

Robert Zilliniskas, a senior scientist at the -
Center for Non-proliferation Studies at the -
Moriterey Institute of International Studies, -
backed that up, saying, “there’s béen no evi-

dence they’re doing anything.”[1]’

US officials interviewed by The Miami v

Herald following publication of the Alibek

book stated that there 'is"“no proof.” The
Herald quoted one U.S. official, havmg just .
“checked with-appropriate agencies”:about -

the book; who said, “With all the intelligence
we get from defectors and other-means,
there s never been ev1dence

Another U S oﬂic1al satd, “We get lots of

reports from defectors:and others, but when =
we go to: check: them out it’s-always:second
and. third- hand, and the stuff doesn’t check -

out”[2] -

. Itis indeed strange that aﬁer all these mdl-

WWW. CubaWIfrlendsorg

PASTORS
FOR

: PEACE
his 'yearly ‘event brings together people

i;

buses to Cuba. See -article on- paqe 12

Show solidarity with ‘unjustly impiisoned Cu-
bans serving time, one here in Wisconsin, on

controverSIal “espionage charges. Letter writ-:

ing and visitation campaigns are getting under— Comm Even ts 2.

way. See articles on pp. 6,7 :

fromall parts of the U.S. to accompany ship- -
ments of medical andeducational equipment -
and supplies along with the delivery of school:;f
EDUCATIONAL/ I NFORMATIONAL -
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-WEAPONS ALLEGATIONS ReErFUTED

cations from U.S. officials that there isno
evidence that Cuba is developing a biologi- -
cal . warfare capability, Bolton now says we
have reason to believe it is. In November.of’: -
2001, Bolton announced U.S. concerns over
six nations believed to be interested in
bioweapons productions.. Iraq, Iran, Libya,
North Korea, Sudan and Syna were. all on
that list: Cuba was not.-

“Cuba has provnded dual-use blotech- ‘
nology to other rogue states.”

The supposed cooperatlon inBW with rogue
states probably refers to the statements of
Cuban defector José de la Fuente, the former

-director-of the Center for GeneticEngineer— o
'ing and Biotechnology (CIGB) in Havana, -

"He alleged in a Nature Biotechnology com-

mentary that Cuba has sold to Iran biotech-
nologies:associated with: treating. heart at-

tacks, viral diseases and with the develop-

ment of vaccines. In 1999, a U.S. official

interviewed by the Miami Herald com-

mented on the Cuban biomedical industry’s -
capability to produce bioweapons: “Stuffthat
sophisticated-always has dual-use [medical
and military], no way around it....But none-

of what-we know adds up to Cuba having: -

* offensive biological warfare capabilities.”[3]

De la Fuente stated that his concern wasnot
that Cuba sold the technology but whether. .
Iran:would use the technologies to-care for
its population or to attempt to develop bio-
logical weapons De la Fuente has also-ac-
: Continued on p. 4

Mi |LWAU KEE—N UEVITAS

SISTER-CITY ASSOCIATION .
Building our relationship with the port city of

"¢ Nuevitas has brought many new friendships

and-a growing understanding: of this small
town on the north coast of Cuba. Next meet- -
ing, May 28th., 6:30 p.m. at United Commu-
nity | Center gth. and Washmgton Seep. 8, .

Forums '
Learn more about Cuba'at forums heid by

the Milwaukee Coalmon\,at their meetings <

which are on the third Tuesday of each

. month at 7:00 P.M. at Central United Meth-

odist Church (CUMC) on 25th: & Wisconsin
Ave. (639-N.:25th. St.) See Calendar of .



Ron Noble, an American, was “absolutely

satisfied” with the anti-terror briefings he.
received in J anuary 2002 meetings with Cu-

ban police and Mlnlstry of Interior offi-
cials. [8]

Fmally, Cuba has asked the Umted States to
_ signa bilateral agreement providing for joint
~ efforts against terrofism and narco-traffick-
ing. The United States has declined to coop-
erate: [9] Mr Bolton of course does not men-
tion thls RARENE S :

“Cas IO contmues to view terror as a
legltlmate tactic to further revolutlonary
objectrves »-

This is patently untrue Castro has over and
over again denounced terroras a legitimate
tactic; as referenced in the September 11th
and September 22nd statements above

Bolton quotes a speech of Castro sat Tehran -
Umversuy in ‘which he sa1d that “Iran and °’

Cuba, in cooperatton with each other can
bring America to its knees. The U.S. regime

is very weak, and we are wrtnessmg this:

weakness from' close. up.” Castro’s. words
were irritating to be sure. Clearly, however,
Castro was not actually proposing that ran
and Cuba together defeat the United States

in a literal sense — as of course they could

not. Rather, he was suggesting that U.S. he-

gemony, to which both Cuba and Iran see *

themselves:as victims, would be overcome
and the so-called strength of the Iranian and *
Cuban systems would prevail.

B’olton does.not tell us;that Castro went on
to praise Iranians for:deposing “the stron-
gest gendarme of the region not with guns,
-, but with your- thoughts "[10] This is hardly
“an endorsement of terrorism. -

——The 1998 Pentagon report “under—v

.played ‘the threat Cuba posed to the'

‘u.Umted States.” -

' v;.uBolton concludes that Defense analyst Ana'
- Belén Montes, who pleaded guilty on March' -
‘ 19 to-charges of spying for Cuba, is the ma- -
<_jor reason why 1 the ‘Pentagon report found

~Cuba.no longer a threat. This is an absurd

“allegation and i is insulting to the dozens of
analysts in the Defense Intelligence ‘Agency -
and throughout the Defense Department who-

participated in the preparatron of the report.

Itis inconceivable that Ana Belén Montes’s -

_view prevailed over those of the’ dozens of

loyal and competent anatysts Who helped
produce the report A :
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Amerlcan

Fribay, MaY 2471H., 7:30 p.M::
~ “FIRST UNITARIAN SOCIETY OF MILWAUKEE
1342 'N: AsToR ST. :
[CORNER OF ASTOR AND OGDEN OFF-STREET PARKING AVAILABLE]

Last November Cuba experienced the worst hurricane in
" 50 years. Two-thirds of the concert proceeds will be sent
directly for hurricane refief throught he non-proﬁt Cuban
_ Alliance
- www.cubamer. org), with the remamder to cover out-of-pocket

BENEFIT CONCERT FOR HURICANNE MICHELLE VicTiMs IN CUBA

ENJOY TRADITONAL CUBAN AND LATIN AMERICAN MUSIC WITH
AnA RuTH BERMUDEZ (CuBA) ON THE CELLO -

ANA LourpEes DE LA CUESTA (CuBA) ON THE FLUTE *

~ CarMEN DaNiELLE ParDo KoLEscH (VENEZUELA) ON THE VIOLA
- 'DINORAH MARQUEZ (MEXICO) ON THE VIOLIN AND VIOLA

Education Fund ~(CAAEF;

expenses for local educatIonal ‘and humanltanan work, in-
cluding exchanges ‘with our’ comparieros in Cuba. Admis-
sion will be by donation’ (minimum suggested: $7 & $5 for
tudents & low income). Contact the MIlwaukee Coalition for
: advance tickets. Make checks payable to: 'CAAEF. o

CONCERT CO-SPONSORED BY THE FiRST UNITARIAN. Sociery. oF MitWAUKEE,. (414) 273—

CONSIN . AVE.,

5257 AND THE Miwaukee CoaL Tion 1o NormaLize ReLations witt Cusa, 606 W WIS-
Suite- 1706, MILWAUKEE

WI 53203, (414) 273-1040,

www. cubaW/fﬂends ora

But, if conducting -vintelligence operations
against.the United States were cause for plac-

ing'a.country.on the terrorist list; then Israel:
would: long since have been on it—along:
* with a lot of other states. Convicted several

* years ago, the spy Jonathan Pollard severely
compromised U.S. national security, as he

B . gave up NSA code-breaking techniques, the_

identities of nearly a hundred U.S. agents in
-the Middle East, top-secret military and dip-
- lomatic codes and Mideast -war-fighting

plans. Aﬁer years: of demal, Istael ﬁnally—,
~admitted in-1999 that Pollard was a spy for .
" Israeli mtelhgence Unfortunately, suchin=-

“telligence operations-are all too common a

part of international relations, even among
. “friendly” nations. The Montes case is no’
. exception and offers. no _]ustlﬁcatlon what-

‘ever for keeping Cuba on: the terrorist hst

Umted States

This is the State Department’s tired old ca-*
nard for keeping Cuba on the list ofterrorist -
nations in the first place. In fact, to be har--
- boring someone; that | person must be sought -
-or pursued by someone else. But the Basques.

lrvrng in Cuba are: not scrught by the Spamsh
govemment

’ On the contrary many of them came there

years ago as the result of an agreement with
the government of Felipe Gonzalez which
asked Cuba to.take them. Others have come

- subsequently and the ‘present Spanish gov-

ernment does not consider thie earlier agree-

- ment any longer to be operative. But the -

present government has not asked for the
extradition of any of the Basques living in
Cuba. It apparently is content to have them .
remain there And we note that the President

‘of the autonomous Basque Republic just this -
“'month paid a state visit to Cuba, which he -
" would not have done if he considered Cuba

‘to be harboring Basque terrorists. In fact,

Spain: thanked Cuba for denying asylum to :
-two ETA members in late 2000.[11] The

presence of the Basques in Cuba, therefore,
is .obviously no. cause for keepmg Cuba on

“the list,

—Cuba is “harbormg terrorists from CO—‘_‘

lombia and Spain, and fugitives from the - As for the Colombrans the Colombian gov--

" ‘ernment has expressed gratitude for the help-

ful role' Cuba has played: facilitating talks

‘with the ELN guerrillas. Just last month, the
:Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in Co-

lombia, General Fernando Tapias, fold the
House Committee on International Relations

_ that, “there is no-information. ..that Cuba is

in any way lmked 1o terrorist activities in
’  Continied on p-10
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RENE GONZALEZ S DAUGHTER, IRMA, TELLS HER STORY

Irma Ga ez Salanevwit <her.:
little sister Ivette and their father René -
Gonzélez. . .

My name is Irma Gonzalez Salanueva

'm seventeen years old and the daugh~,

ter ofa happy mamage ofa pllot and anen-

gineer who joined their lives like many other

young Cubans filled with dreams which they
hoped to fulfill in ‘a society like ours:: ‘

Nevertheless; in 1990 my father -

was separated from our home, where he had
been so necessary, iniorder to- occupy-a

leadership position-where men like:-him'are -

essential, willing to. make the highest human
sacrifice and who, in the silence-of anony-

mous heroes watch: over the dreams of all-

Cubans who constitute here the most hu—
mane endeavor of these times. ’
 “\When this happened | was only six

years old and too young to understand ev-
erything. 1 6nly Knew that soon | wouldn® tsee

him again, staying with'my mom. - =
However my life continued like that
pointed me out, no

continued being a

FernanDo GonNzALEZ LLORT

For FERNANDO GONZALEZ
Write to: Rubén Campa
58733-004 i
.C.1. Oxford "=
.0. Box.1000 - =
xford Wi 53952 0505°

pioneer;-integrated into the activities of my
school.and my-neighborhood.
-| grew up longing to have my fa-

ther at my side.and to be like the rest of my -

friends. But | didn 't iack the guidance of my

mother who assumed the role of both par-

ents until our reunion whrch took place six
years later.

At that time | was twelve, already
an adolescent and | noticed that:my father

had never lost any-of the values that |:re--

membered and admired-in-him.. - -
" In_the-U.S. i got along with the
young people but | could also.notice the dif-

~ . ferences between us. There it is-extremely
important to dress with the latest styles, wear

the most expensivé tenms shoes ordrive the
latest car.

. It's not necessary to study very
much to get good grades because the teach-

ingisn’t very demanding. They have in their-
hands ‘many information tools but live' -

uninfomred and alienated.:It is more impor-
tant to.know:the latest gossip:-than the fact

that millions of children are dying of hunger..

For that reason, | looked forward
to vacation time.to return to.my homeland,
ride a “camello” (buses used in Havana) with
my f friends or for everyone to go bike riding
to the beach with big smiles but always wrth
an interesting topic to discuss.

1 was surprised to find out that in
the'short time*| was there my friends made
me:aware of many things that in almosrfour

- years in'the'U.S. | hadn't leamed. g
-In 1998, when my family had grown;; -
- some ‘more, one morning | felt for. the first..
time how my rights and those of my four- -

month old sister were violated when our

sleep was interrupted by armed men who
told me without hesitation to put my hands

. up, not to touch anything and to leave the
- house. My mother was. already awake and

they woke up my little sister. And my father,
t didn't see him again for a long time.

That's when the agony started. The
press pursued-us,. the isolation due to the
fear many of our friends had of talking to us
and as a result we had to:go to live in the
apartment of one of our-few remaining
friends. My little sister had to go to the house
of my great-grandmother so that my mother
could continue working and provide for us,
but we almost never saw each other because
she worked at ‘night and |- went to.school
during the day. On the weekends, we went
to - visit my little sister-in Sarasota, a four-
hour trip from our home. ,

At the same time, we were womed,
about my father being in a jail cell for no rea-
son and not being able to see his daugh-
ters. He was only able to see the first foot-
steps of Ivette through a window on the 12th
floor of a federal prison. We stood.on the
sidewalk and he ‘with his orange uniform
made hand srgnals toletus know he was
looking at us.

He remained in solitary conf ine-
ment for 17 months. I'remember that the
first visit my sister and |-could have with him

- took place in a small.room in the jail where

my father was seated in a chair, handcuffed
and surrounded- by FBI agents.

-'During all this time, my mother. had
totake onthe responsrbmty of supporting her

- two daughters .and relinquish: having her

baby close to. her, whorm she was onIy able

-to see on weekends

:In those moments I again saw. the
drfferences in'this somety no one was mter-

. ested inour fate; Lo

; ‘. -Contrnued on p‘\11

THEY'RE WAITING FOR YOU.

te to: Luis Medina -
58734-004
.S.P. Beaumont : .

.Box 260355 -
eaumont TX 77720-6035 =
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an invitation to attend the Camagiiey Ballet’s
production of “Giselle”, which-was exquis-
itely staged. .

On Friday, the group visited Milwaukee’s

sister city-of Nuevitas and was greeted by -

its mayor, Abel Romero. We walked to the
Nuevitas Mun101pal Museum where Raul

Galvan, on behalf of the sister city group,’

presented Museum staff with 4 collection of
Sumner Matteson photographs donated by
the Milwaukee Public Museum. Turn-of-the-
century photographer; -Matteson, took the

photos,.among them photos of Nuevitas, in:

Cuba in 1904

The Nuev1tas visit concluded w1th a trip 1o’
Victoria at Girén Elementary School, where
the MATC contingent delivered a generous

amount of school supphes and group mem- .

bers left the school’s computers with

Top: Nuevitas’s:City Hall (ayuntamiento)
faces the main square, or-plaza, of the city.
Above Left: MATC delegation displays pho-
tographs by Sumner Matteson donated-by
the Milwuakee Public Museum to the: Museo
de la Ciudad in Nuevitas.

Above: Students from the Victoria en Girdn
School extend a warm greeting to their visi-
tors from Milwaukee. -~ v

screensavers of images taken by the group

as it arrived to an emotional welcome in the .

school’s courtyard

* Sabinal, across the bay from
Nuevitas. The trip to the vir-

-about the ecology, flora and:
fauna by Verardo Seijo
-Diaz;'the key’s biologist. -

turned to Havana after a re-
‘c¢eption hosted by Francisco
“Paquito™ Lopez, the local
‘delegate of ICAP, the Cuban
_ Institute of Friendship with
the Peoples.

On Sunday, a large contingent ﬁ‘om the group

~ took a local ferry across the Bay of Havana
. thh Consuelo Alba, a “director at Cuban
v Televmon and’ a friend of Alexandra’

Toppmgs Others visited Rev. Dora Arce,

. the’ Cuban mmxster who had received the
* Lutheran Campus Ministry’s Gamaliel Chair

last fall, at her_ parish in Luyané.

The trip sparked the creative fires of many
in the group. In an effort to collaborate with
their Camagiieyan counterparts, proposals

are being prepared for MATC to partner in -

educational projects w1th the University, and
to collect Soccer ‘supplies for the Nuevitas

soccer program, one of the strongest in the ‘

province:

Note: The MATC contingent ‘was one of
three Milwaukee groups [Shorewood High
School and the UWM Institute of World Af-
fairs, the others] which were in Havana: at
the same time.

- Then it was off to :a rustic-
“lunch at Los Pinos in Cayo -

gin key:featured a lecture

‘On Saturday, the group re- -
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TRAVEL

FOR THE CUBA LOVER IN YOU

The Milwaukee-Nuevitas Sister-City As-
sociation invites you to travel to Cuba
on a Department of Treasury Licensed

{ humanitarian mission leaving on the
weekend of June 21st.

Trip will be led by Ratll Galvan of the
Association, who just returned from
Cuba on his 3rd trip inthe Iast 24 months

DATES: June 21 to July 1st (June 20th
to June 30th)

DESTINATIONS: Ha-
vana, Camagiiey and
Nuevitas

j COST: $1,500, double
§__occupancy. Single
suppiement $180. In-
cludes all airfare, 3-star
‘hotel, breakfasts, airport
transports, and motor
coach transfer to
-*Camagliey and Nuevitas.
$50 non-refundable de-
posit required. :

PROGRAMMING: Will
be visiting schools,. mu-

L seums, medical centers,
arts groups and meeting w1th National
Assembly-officials.

DONATIONS: Your donations of pre-
scription & non-prescription drugs,
school supplies and personal hygiene
products will be appreciated. -

If you're interested, please call Radl at|
(414) 297-7548 or (414) 247- 1441
There will be a maximum number of 16
slots available for the mission.
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irma’s Story from p.7

Two years later, they tried to use
our family in a blackmail scheme, hoping my
father would betray his companions so that
we couid stay together in the U.S. After a
blunt refusal by my father, my mother was
imprisoned and’ isolated for: three months in

a prison in another city, where she wrote let- -

ters to my father that he never received and
where my sister, who by now was two, could
only see her through a window.

At that moment, the four people in*

our family were totally separated and facing
an unknown future. | was in Cuba, my sister
in Sarasota, my mother was in.prison in Fort
Lauderdale and my father in prison-in Mi-
ami.

But neither no one nor nothing
could make ‘us ‘betray our ideals, and-my
mother was deported to Cuba where they
finally brought my sister.

Now, my father oontmues in pnson
the same as his four idealistic companions,
as he said so well in his argument (pre-sen-
tencing) they continue to be in prison only
for the crime of being dignified.

~Qur family is still divided, but we:are

with the other children and families and with -

the essential support of the those fighting
for the return ‘of ourfathers. | know that it

won'’t be easy now that three have'been sen-'

tenced to life and my father and the other
one have received long sentences.

Victory will be ours. This unjust im-

prisonment will be known worldwide and

then the court of decency of all people will-

demand their freedom.
My father and his four companions,

will return to their homeéland in order to con-

struct along with this new generaton a hope-
fi IIed future _ .
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SENATOR FEINGOLD PLEDGES TO SUPPORT THREE
MiLwAuKEE METHODISTS AND COMPLETE REPEAL
oF U.S. TravVEL RESTRICTIONS 10 CuBA

- On-May 12, Senator Russell Femgold
“heard from several members of Central
United Methodist Church (CUMC), at.
one of his regular listening sessions-

open toall area residents with concerns
related to our federal government.

Two of the three CUMC members who
have been threatened by our govern-
ment with fines of up to $7,500 apiece
for travelling to Cuba, spoke. They were

commissioned by CUMC to patticipate’
in the 100% anniversary. of its sister -
church in Havana Centro, La Trinidad"
(the Trinity), in January 1999; and have
recently been pursued by OFAC, the of-
fice of the Treasury Department which
is supposed to enforce the U.S. restnc— ‘

tions on travel to Cuba.

Recently, the Bush administration has,
substantially increased OFAC’s actions

in attempting to punish US travel to
Cuba.The threatened CuMC members
including a veteran of the Korean War,
stated that they had a “right to travel” to

Cuba and that they intended to exercise -

that right both as free U.S. citizens and

“as people of faith., The: others in the .

crowd not'only listened attentively, but

“took the unusual’ step to applaud-them.

Then Senator Feingold stated that he did

- not believe these travel restrictions were

justified in any way, and that he greatly
appreciated being informed of how this
apparent crackdown by our own govern-
ment was affecting his constituents con-
cretely. -He stated that he would sup-
port legislation to repeal the travel ban
when itcomes up in the Senate, and that
he would have his office investigate and
pursue these specrf C cases as appro-
pnate

Any group or: person wrshmg to support
these individuals, or in scheduling them
to. speak -are invited to contact CUMC;"
at639N. 25"St., Milwaukee, Wi 53233,
(414) 344-1600. Visit our website,
www.cubawifriends.org for a petition to
our senators, and a free service to send"
a fax to ‘your senators and representa-
t|ve in congress. - SRR

MAGALI LLORT AND: -
Rosa AuroRA FREIJANES
(MOTHERAND-WIFE.OF FERNANDO. .

(GONZALEZ, RESPECTIVELY)- .
ArarTADO PosTal 6100

Copico PosTAL 10600

: LAHABANA 6, CUBA “

ADRIANA PEREZ v .
(WiIFE OF GERARDO! HERNANDEZ)
SAME-AS ABOVE

To WRITE TO THE FAMILIES OF THE Miam’ 5

~+ (wiFe oF RENE GONiALEz)

. MARGARET Loutse BECKER .
~ (COMPANION OF ANTONIO GUERRERO)

OLGA SALANUEVA

SAME AS ABOVE

1504 SouTH ST. .
“Key Wesr, FL 33040

Name

Your Help Is Needed i

‘The Coalition Newsletter aims to keep you up to date on events in Cuba and the U.S. so you have a better idea of where and
‘how to direct your letters, actions, comments, etc. There are certain expenses involved in bringing the newsletter to you
and we hope you will be generous within your means in helping us cover these costs. Suggested donation is $15.00.

e-mail;

Address

State

ZIP

City




= Membership Information & Application =
Milwaukee Coalition to Normalize Relations with Cuba

The Milwaukee Coalition to Normalize Relations with Cuba consists of both organizations and
individuals who have come together based on the following points of unity and principles. We hope you
will join us based on the following principles:

We support the normalization of relations with Cuba.

We oppose any policy of our government designed to increase the misery of the Cuban people in
order to obtain political gain.

We oppose the ban on travel to Cuba; and the recently intensified U.S. economic embargo, which
has restricted even food and medicine, and discouraged third countries that seek to trade with Cuba.

We support and encourage increased person-to-person contact between the U.S. and Cuba, such as
through religious, union, professional, and cultural organizations. U.S. businesses should be allowed
to trade with Cuba on the basis of mutual benefit. -

We especially seek to overcome the artificial barriers dividing African-Americans in the U.S. from
people in Cuba, where a vibrant Afro-Cuban culture continues to thrive.

We also seek to particularly involve and promote activities by area residents of Latin American and
Caribbean origin, so they may freely relate to our brothers and sisters in Cuba and help relieve their
suffering in the current period.

The coalition is non-partisan and non-sectarian. It is not affiliated with and does not support any
political party or candidate.

We do not presume to tell the people of Cuba what political or economic system they should adopt;
that is their decision, on behalf of a sovereign nation with the right of self-determination.

The coalition may share and forward information on related activities challenging the embargo that
we, as a coalition, have not formally endorsed (such as study tours, and challenges to U.S.
restrictions).

Meetings generally are held at 7 p.m. on the third Tuesday lof each month at Central United Methodist
Church, 639 N. 25th St., Milwaukee, WI. www.CubaWiFriends.org

Date To: Milwaukee Coalition to Normalize Relations with Cuba
606 W. Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 1706
Milwaukee, WI 53203 (414) 273-1040

Name (please print!) . . Signature

Type of membership (please check one) Individual Organizational
If organizational, list its name and your title

e-mail: _ Address

City/State/ZIP Phone: Fax:
Enclosed is contribution of $ ($15/yr suggested minimun)

We are very proud of our newsletter but it is expensive to produce Please consider a donation to
continue its production and distribution.
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Welcome the 10" Anniversary Friendshipment to Cuba!

‘ ;Bienvenidos a los Pastores de la Paz!
| Support Milwaukee’s “Methodist 3” & Freedom to Travel
Live Music, Potluck Dinner & Program Cena y programa

Hear how Cuba has begun providing free medical education for up to 500 U.S. students who -
promise to practice in under-served US communities. Show solidarity with the Cuban péople‘
and US citizens, such as the “Methodist 3” being threatened with large fines for visiting
CUMC’s sister church, La Trinidad, in Havana Between now and July 7th please bring
donations to help overcome the 40-year-old U.S. economjé blockade of Cuba: Medicines;
sports, music & school supphes bibles in Spanish; new clothes.

Necesitamos donacidnes de medecinas, biblias en espafiol, ropa nueva, y materiales médicos,

educativos, y musicales. Se puede llevarlas al iglesia antes del evento.

Please bring a dish or a financial donation for the caravan made out to -
IFCO/Pastors for Peace. If you have materials to send, please bring them to
CUMC before July 7™ or call 344-1600 or 342-1599.

Sunday, July 7: potluck dinner, 6 p.m.,. program 7 p.m.
Central United Methodist Church

639 N. 25% St. (25™ & Wisconsin Ave.)

For more information, contact
the Milwaukee Coalition to-
Normalize Relations with Cuba-

(414) 273-1040 or 964-0350 : OUR RIGHT

www.CubaWI|Friends.org TO TRAVELTO
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IF THE POPE & JIMMY CARTER CAN GO TO CUBA, WHY CAN’T WE ALL?

PLEASE SUPPORT MILWAUKEE’S ‘METHODIST THREE’

Three members of Milwaukee’s Central United Methodist Church (CUMC) are facing large
fines for traveling to Cuba. In 1994 CUMC established an on-going sister church relationship with a
Methodist Church in Havana, Cuba, called La Trinidad (the Trinity). La Trinidad sent a formal
invitation to CUMC for us to send members to join in celebrating its 100™ anniversary in J anuary,
1999. CUMC commissioned six of our members to go, and they traveled to Cuba. They had a very
positive and moving experience in Havana. On their return to the US, via Toronto, the fact that they
had visited Cuba was made known to US customs & immigration agents, who told them this was
illegal, asked questions and copied some of their identification and other papers. Now, over three
years later, three of the six are targets of a “crackdown” by our own government: $7,500 fines have
been “proposed” against each of the two African-American CUMC members who went to represent
our church; $5,000 has been assessed against one other member, a white woman. No fines have been
asserted against the other three, based on identical conduct (this includes the two white men who were
part of our group, and a white woman), and no explanation has been given for this discrepancy.

In 2000, during former President Clinton's last year in office, 188 persons were notified of fines for
traveling to Cuba. President Bush then called for a crackdown on “excessive travel” to Cuba; during
his first year, the number of fines jumped to 766, and is still increasing. Compare that to over 200,000
US nationals who visit Cuba annually, and the US Treasury Department estimate that some 60,000 did
so last year in defiance of US restrictions. When Jimmy Carter was President, he lifted the US ban on
travel to Cuba, but it was re-imposed under President Reagan. Our government now issues “licenses”
to allow some people to travel there, generally to elites such as journalists and academics, but this is
not available to many others. CUMC does not have such a “license,” which may be issued when the
US government chooses to approve proposed religious activity — a procedure which also troubles us.

Cuba is one of the safest places in the world for US tourists and officials to visit. For example,
after the September 11 attacks in NY and on the Pentagon, most US embassies and missions were
closed around the world, but the US mission stayed open for business in Havana. Although our
government’s 40-year economic blockade against Cuba contributes to the daily hardships of our
friends and neighbors there, our members who visited Cuba a number of times in recent years have
been warmly received by the Cuban people on all levels.

Our members do not believe any fine is justified, and they want to help defend the right of all of
us in this country to travel as free people.

WE ASK FOR YOUR SUPPORT:
1. Contact us for more information. Ask for a speaker for your congregation or organization.

2. Attend the July 7" event supporting Freedom to Travel & the Pastors for Peace Friendshiprgl‘ent
caravan challenging the travel ban to Cuba: 6pm potluck, 7pm program, at CUMC, 639 N. 25" St.

3. Send the enclosed letter to the Treasury Dept., asking it to drop all actions against these U§ .
travelers. Consider contacting your Representative & Senators, to ask them to end these restrictions; to

send a free fax letter to them, you can click on http://www.aclu.org/action/cuba107.html

For more info, contact: Central United Methodist Church of Milwaukee
639 N. 25™ St., Milwaukee, WI 53233 (414) 344-1600; Rev. Earl Kammerud, Pastor, efk0937@aol.com
Atty. Sandra Edhlund, sedhlund@aol.com, (414) 273-1040; also www.cubawifriends.org




Date;

By mail or FAX # 202-622-1657

R. Richard Newcomb, Director
Office of Foreign Assets Control
Civil Penalties Program

U.S. Department of the Treasury
1500 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20220

Re:  Dollora R. Greene-Evans, FAC No. CU-180305
Theron E. Mills, FAC No. CU-179426
William Ferguson, Jr., FAC No. CU-180295

Dear Mr. Newcomb:

I respectfully urge you to drop all charges and claims against the members of Milwaukee’s Central
United Methodist Church (CUMC) based on their visiting Cuba to join and work with CUMC’s sister
church in Havana. I do not believe that threatening or prosecuting them is a reasonable use of
taxpayer money, and such actions infringe upon the right of U.S. citizens to travel as free people. In
addition, the enforcement actions by your office appear to be arbitrary and discriminatory.

Very truly yours,

Name

Address

(Optional) T am a member of
(as applicable, please list your congregation or organization if you wish)

cc: Central United Methodist Church
639 North 25th St.
Milwaukee, WI 53233
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