Sustaining Wisconsin is a statewide community-level
policy education project designed to highlight key
choices and challenges facing this state in five broad

areas of public policy, in advance of the 2002 elections.
“In each issue area our materials build from the basic

facts to talk formatively about the critical choices and
challenges facing our state.

Sustaining Wisconsin is a project of COWS, the Center
on Wisconsin Strategy, at UW-Madison. A classic
example of the Wisconsin Idea, Sustaining Wisconsin
is a meaningful University contribution to public life
in Wisconsin.

We invite your participation, as an individual,
community member, or member of an organization
or association concerned about issues or involved in
civic affairs. Host a presentation, become a presenter

. yourself, or serve as a local project contact for .

volunteers and the media—the opportunities are vast.

A statewide dialogue
on Wisconsin’s future!

The Issues
The five major issue areas are:
. Jobs and the Economy
Families and Communities
The Future (kids, education and the state budget)
Demeocracy and Civic Participation
The Environment
Within each we have identified several crucial issues
around which to frame initial discussion about the
future of Wisconsin. Policy interconnections are the
focal point throughout.

The Goals

Sustaining Wisconsin will initiate discussion about
issues given short shrift in the media, inform voters
about our findings and offer common-sense solutions
for their consideration, recruit and train local leaders
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around a common message and packaged materials, and

develop broad state-wide support for a program that

underscores our shared values and visions for the future -

of Wisconsin.

The Elements

Sustaining Wisconsin facilitates participation at
whatever level of interest, time and ability citizens have
to offer with materials that build from basic facts to
suggested policy changes. Among the key features:

P Slide Presentation: We present the state of our
state and show how seemingly unrelated issues
connect to impact our daily lives.

‘P> Briefing Papers: One-page summaries and 8-10

background papers lay out the choices and .
- chalenges we face and offer just some of the
potential solutions.

P Web Site: www.sustainingwisconsin.org functions
as a virtual headquarters, chock full of information
and ideas, including searchable county and
regional databases. ,

P Databases: Key social, demographic, political and
economic indicators; State of our State bite-sized
policy oriented facts; media; elected officials; all
available on-line and through our regional reports.

A project of the Center on Wisconsin Strategy, UW-Madison
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