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We return the enclosed document which has been filed with the City Clerk
and ask that it be introduced and referred to the Committee on Judiciary & Legislation

‘with the following recommendation.

Claimant, Socrates Coats, 1974 West Fairmount Avenue, Milwaukee, WI

53209, alleges that on January 23, 2002 a leak in the City water service lateral at 1973
West Fairmount Avenue caused water to back-up in his home and crack the basement
walls. He claims damages in the amount of $8,000.00.

Our investigation reveals that the Milwaukee Water Works responded in a
timely manner to a service leak at this address on January 23, 2002. The repair crew
completed a shut-off of the water main after they arrived. At this point they were made
aware of the flooding in the claimant’s basement and hired a private contractor at City
expense to pump out approximately one foot of water, service the furnace and replace the
sump pump. The Milwaukee Water Works believes that the amount of water and length
of time it was in the basement was not substantial enough to cause foundation damage.
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They were not né‘glige’nt _regarding their response time, manner of repairs or taking
_corrective action. -As such, the City would not be liable. Accordingly, we recommend
that this claim be denied. '

Very truly yours,
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