January 23, 2001

To Whom It May Concern:

City of Milwaukee Invoice Number 71714 was issued to M. J. Construction on September 10,
1999. The invoice was to recover the cost of repairing a damaged cable and conduit in the area of West
Lloyd Street and West Lisbon Avenue. The Contractor, M. J. Construction admitted hitting the cable and
- conduit during their installation of an underground sewer line for the City of Milwaukee under contract
C990047. However, M. J. Construction challenged their responsibility for the damage and disputed the
invoice. M. J. Construction claimed that the cable had not been marked properly by the City of Milwaukee
prior to the construction of the sewer and therefore they could not have known that it was there.

The Department of Public Works investigated the disputed invoice. In searching through the
project inspector’s reports from the sewer installation contract, notations on those reports indicated some
- problems in the marking of cable locations at this intersection. - Specifically, there were two conduits buried
-at this location approximately two feet apart. ‘However, there was only one marking on the pavement.
When the contractor uncovered the first conduit, he proceeded assuming there were no other conduits. The
contractor then hit the second cable.

Because there was a problém with the marking of existing facilities by the City of Milwaukee, the
contractor was not responsible for the damage. The contractor could not be expected to not hita cable that
.he was not aware was there. The inspector’s reports verified the information provided by the contractor,

therefore the invoice was ordered fo be cancelled.

Thomas R. Rowe
Supervising Engineer
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