UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR OMB Approved

No. 1024-0009
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Form 10.168

HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATION Rev. 2011

PART 1 — EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

NPS Project Number

Instructions: This page of the form must appear exactly as below and must bear the owner’s original signature. Other sections may be expanded as needed or
continued on blank pages. The National Park Service certification decision is based on the descriptions in this application form. In the event of any discrepancy
between the application form and other, supplementary material submitted with it (such as architectural plans, drawings and specifications), the application form takes
precedence. A copy of this form will be provided to the Internal Revenue Service.

1. Property Name Judge Jason Downer House

street 1201 North Prospect Avenue

City Milwaukee County Milwaukee State  WVisconsin Zip 53202
Name of Historic District FirSt Ward Triangle Historic District
[%] National Register district [x] certified state or local district [ potential district

2. Nature of request (check only one box)
certification that the building contributes to the significance of the above-named historic district or National Register property for rehabiltation purposes.

certification that the building contributes to the significance of the above-named historic district for a charitable contribution for conservation purposes.

(x]
O
[] certification that the building does not contribute to the significance of the above-named district.
[1 preliminary determination for individual listing in the National Register.

[] preliminary determination that a building located within a potential historic district contributes to the significance of the district.
[ preliminary determination that a building outside the period or area of significance contributes to the significance of the district.

3. Project contact (if different from Owner)
Matt Jarosz

Name

street 2850 North Shepard Avenue City Milwaukee

State WVisconsin zip 93211 Telephone 414 736-1615
4. Owner

| hereby attest that the information | have provided is, to the best of my knowledge, correct and that | own the property described above. | understand that falsification of factual
representations in this application is subject to criminal sanctions of up to $10,000 in fines or imprisonment for up to five years pursuant to 18 USC 1001.

Daniel Wilhelms Signature Date 4/23/14
(SS) 389-74-3854

Name

Judge Jason Downer LLC

Organization Social Security OR Taxpayer ID Number

strest 1681 N Prospect Ave City Milwaukee
Wi zip 93202 414 915-9589

State Telephone

NPS Official Use Only

The National Park Service has reviewed the Historic Certification Application — Part 1 for the above-named property and has determined that the property:
[] contributes to the significance of the above-named district (or National Register property) and is a “certified historic structure” for rehabilitation purposes.
[] contributes to the significance of the above-named district and is a “certified historic structure” for a charitable contribution for conservation purposes.
[] does not contribute to the significance of the above-named district.

Preliminary Determinations:

[] appears to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and will likely be listed in the National Register of Historic Places if nominated by the State
Historic Preservation Officer according to the procedures set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

does not appear to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and will likely not be listed in the National Register.

O

appears to contribute to the significance of a potential historic district, which will likely be listed in the National Register of Historic Places if nominated by
the State Historic Preservation Officer.

O

appears to contribute to the significance of a registered historic district but is outside the period or area of significance as documented in the National
Register nomination or district documentation on file with the NPS.

O

does not appear to qualify as a certified historic structure.

Date National Park Service Authorized Signature

[ See Attachments



HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATION
PART 1 — EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Property name Judge Jason Downer House NPS Project Number

Property address 1201 North Prospect Avenue  Milwaukee, Wisconsin

5. Description of physical appearance

The JJD House is a brick and stone Victorian Gothic residence, sited on the northwest corner of Prospect and
Juneau Avenue, northeast of Milwaukee's downtown. It's a 2-1/2 story elongated rectangle with asymmetrical
massing and a steeply pitched hip roof with intersecting gables and asphalt shingles. Exterior finish is cream brick
painted green with limestone belt courses and trim. Elaborate carved wood barge-boards, brackets, and cornice
details at the eaves. Windows are largely segmental, arched openings with stone sills and carved stone hoods with
incised keystones. Above second floor bays on the south and east elevations are decorative wrought iron crestings.

For a house built in 1874, it is in excellent condition. The exterior walls and roof are in need of conventional
maintenance and repair, but most historic details remain. The interior, with fine carved wood door and window
casing, wood wainscot, marble and stone fireplaces, hardwood flooring and elaborate crystal chandeliers and wall
sconces, are among the finest original interiors in the city. Only minor modifications are evident. On the exterior, the
house has had minimal alterations. A porch at the main entry on the east elevation has been removed and at the
northeast corner a porch was added.

The First Ward Triangle District is a National Register District made up of some of the finest mansions constructed by
Milwaukee's early pioneers. From Romanesque to Classical Revival this district exhibits a variety of favored styles.
The Judge Jason Downer Victorian Gothic mansion is an important contributing building to that collection.

Date of construction 1874 Source of date _Milwaukee City Records
Date(s) of alteration(s) _Unknown Source of date NA
Has building been moved? [x] no [ vyes, specify date

6. Statement of significance

The house was built as the residence of Judge Jason Downer, (1813-83) a prominent figure in Wisconsin civic and
business affairs and benefactor of several educational institutions. He came to Milwaukee in 1842 and was the first
editor-in-chief of the Milwaukee Daily Sentinel. In 1864 he was appointed by the governor as an associate justice of
the State Supreme Court. He left this post in 1867 and returned to private law practice in Milwaukee. After his death
in 1883, his widow occupied the house until her death in 1888 when it became property of Immanuel Presbyterian
Church. It was used as a rest home and guest-house for Protestant clergymen. Immanuel sold the house in 1966.

It is presently used as an office building.

Judge Jason Downer was a strong supporter of women's education, he was a trustee and then board president for
the Wisconsin Female College. His efforts eventually led to the adoption of his name for the school as the
Milwaukee-Downer College (how UWM) as well as Downer Avenue.

This house is one of the finest, intact Victorian Gothic mansions still existing in Milwaukee from that time period.
Though the original porch has been removed and the current roof shingles are asphalt, the house is in good, original
condition. Additionally, the location of the house overlooking Lake Michigan, has helped it retain its value. Much of
the delicate wood-carved details on the exterior and interior have been retained. Because of the personal
significance to Milwaukee of Judge Downer, an excellent photographic record of its original physical appearance
exists. Restoring some of the missing original details will not be problematic. The architect of the Judge Jason
Downer house was Edward Townsend Mix. As one of Milwaukee's most important architects at the turn of the
century, this residence is an important contributor to a portfolio of large civic buildings by Mix that have had a
profound impact on Milwaukee's early skyline and built fabric.

7. Photographs and maps. Send photographs and map with application.
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