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THE CONSERVATION FUND

America’s Pariner in Conscrvation o S G
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Providing Natural Flood Protection for the City of Milwaukee

For the past 10 years, The Conservation Fund has helped the Milwaukee Metropolitan
Sewerage District fight flooding by managing “Greenseams,” a program that has
protected more than 2,000 acres of key lands in the Milwaukee Metropolitan Area
containing water-absorbent (hydric) soils. - As a long-term approach to flood
management, Greenseams is an innovative program that uses land conservation as a tool
to safeguard the Milwaukee Metropolitan Area and its water supply. The Greenseams
program is managed by two Conservahon Fund staffers based in the City of
Milwaukee.

Each:acquired property, all'near major waterways, are left undeveloped to maximize their:
water-absorbing capacities and are managed by a local community or land trust. Today,

the Milwaukee area has gone from experiencing roughly 50 “overflows” of wastewster a
year 1o just,two. These:lands, which also preserve wildlife habitat, often become. .« ~. -
treasured commumty assets for Milwaukee area re51dents who 811}0)’ hlkmg, blrd— eowhids
watchmg, and other outdoor pursults I , TR :

Four hu,udred -acres of Greenseams sites:in the Mllwaukee area that were prekusly in -
agriculture have been converted into wetland, prairie and forest habitats, -Once restored - :
to their native environments, these properties not only absorb more rain and snow melt,
which slows. water flow into the City of Milwaukee, but they.also act as buffers, ﬁltermg‘
out pollutants and increasing water quality. . NPUREIEI
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Providing Grants to UW-Milwaukee and-Marquette University

Working with faculty, staff, administrators, and students, the National Wildlife
Federation's Campus Ecology Program strives to assist colleges and universities in
their reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, greening the curriculum, and general
campus sustamablllty eﬁorts : . .

o E

An "Energy Mattérs" program is:currently being iniplementéd ori:the University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee campus with a grant from the National Wildlife Federation.
The campus-wide energy conservation initiative is projected to reduce energy
consumption by 25 percent by 2013. Energy conservation measures include occupancy
sensors, variable air volume hghtmg up grades and comp" et power management.

Marquette University recelved a grant from the N atlonal Wlldhfe Federation to
convert a student shuttle service van from gas to electnc power in order to reduce the
carbon footprint and opeérating costs of the service. The project was assisted by
Milwaukee Area Technical College instructors Joseph Spitz and Steve Schild.

ol railstotrails”
conservancy

Convertmg a Rallroad Corndor into Mllwaukee S lank Aaron* Trall

The: Ralls to- Tralls Conservancy has helped Wlsconsm convert more than 1,300 Imles
of abandoned railroad’ corridors into recreation trails, including the: Hank Aaron Trail i in-
Milwaukee. This-trail greatly enhances Milwaukee County's Oak Lesf’ TraﬂJBlcycle
Route Network. The recent acquisition of a 5-mile former rail corridor by the = - .
Department of Natural Resources-with the help of the Rails to Trails Conservancy—wﬂl
eventually extend the Hank Aaron Tra:tl from Miller Park west to the Mllwaukee- N

Waukesha county line::

Other southeastem Wlsconsm railroad corridorsthat the RaIlS to Tralls Conservancy
has helped develop include the Ozaukee Interurban and Bugline trails. S
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Rails to trails conversions like these, link Milwaukee aréa neighborhoods; schools,:and
parks. These trails also improve the public health of Milwaukee area residents.by . .-
providing a-.convenient place to exercise, which combats heart disease, high blood
pressure and-diabetes; three of our top health-care challenges./ Many rail trails:in
Wisconsin also.serve as.corridors. for wildlife, including.deer; turkey, and pheasant. - :.¢
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Keeping Milwaukee's Rivers Healthy and Clean

Polluted storm water runoff is a leading cause of pollution to Milwaukee’s rivers.
American Rivers is a leader in providing solutions to urban water pollution. An
American Rivers staff member is based in Milwaukee to help the city with this great

challenge.

In partnership with the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District, American Rivers
hopes to help the ¢ity address its storm water problems:in a positive and proactive way
through the use of green infrastructure. They are employing four strategies:

v - Promotmg the beneﬁts of green mfrastructure to Mllwaukee homeowners
businesses and policymakers; -

o Educating Milwaukee homeowners and busmesses about how to mstall green
infrastructure and providing needed technical support;

¢ Building and showcasing Milwaukee demonstration projects; and: - L

+ Changing local policies to provide incentives for-green infrastructure practices
throughout the ‘Milwaukee Municipal Sewerage Dlstrlct's ]urlsdlctlon. :

“5! \ NATURAL RESOURCES DEFENSE COUNCIL
NRDC THE EARTH'S BEST DEFENSE

Cleaning Up South Shore Beach and Redeveloping the Pabst Brewery

The Natural Resources Defense Council recently released its 20th annual "Testing the
Waters" report, which included South Shore Beach in Milwaukee. It showed that South
Shore Beach's water still suffers from serious contamination.
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Dueto:this'testing, The Natural Resources Defense Council helped spur enactment of
the federal Beach Act, which:requires the City of Milwaukee and Milwaukee County to.
adopt the: Environmental Protection Agency's recommended health standards or ones: - -
equally protective of public health. The Beach' Act also encourages'the City:of 3
Milwaukee and Milwaukee County to monitor beachwater quality and notify the pubho
about possible health risks from pollution.

The Natural Resources Defense Council also recently created a new model for urban
land development (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design for Neighborhood
Development) and one of the pilot projects is The Brewery, the comprehensive
revitalization of downtown Milwaukee's once-badly-declined Pabst Brewery
property. It covers about 20 acres and includes the restoration of more than 20 buildings
listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

é CLEAN WATER FUND

Protectmg Lake Mlchlgan and Mjlwaukee S: Drmkmg Water .

The Great Lakes hold one ﬁﬁ:h of the world's and 95% of the Umted States fresh surface
water and - provide drinking water to more than 30 million people, including residents of
the Milwaukee Metropolitan Area. However, there have been no consistent rules across
the region governing the use of water from the Great Lakes, including:Lake Mlchlgan

The Clean Water Fund helped advocate for the Great Lakes Compact whlch was
recently signed into law by Wisconsin and other surrounding states. The compact gives
special water-quality and voluihe protection to all of the Great Lakes, including Lakes

Michigan and Superior.

The Clean Water Fund continues to advocate for the proper implementation of the
Great Lakes Compact as well as the protection and restoration of other bodies of water

in the state.
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Clean_iii f_ U Milwaukee's Brownfields ]nto‘ Development Parcels '

On May 18 and 19, 2010 in Milwaukee, the Environmental Law Institute hosted a
seminar, "Overcoming Barriers to the Redevelopment of Petroleum Brownfields and
Other Vacant Properties: The Wisconsin Approach". The seminar highlighted various
aépecfs of Wisconsin's a¢claimed approach to redevelopmg vacant and contaminafeéd
propetties. The seminar was attended by 30 representatlves from busmesses, nOnproﬁts
and féderal, state, and local government. ‘

Milwaukee's Menomonee Valley and the 30th Street Industrial Corridor both have
contaminated propeities that have been successfully ¢ converted into productive land for”
deVelopment w1th the asSmtance of the Envu-onmental Law Instltute oo
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Providing ':Ti’ainiﬂg and Assistance to I\Iilwaiukee Land Trust Membérs

The Land Trust Alliance promotes voluntary private land conservation to benefit
communities and natural systems. The organization has assisted the Milwaukee Urban °
Gardens and the River Revitalization Foundation, both Milwaukee land trusts,
through its "Land Trust Excellent and Advancement Program," an in-person u'ajmng

program.

Milwaukee Urban Gardens supports efforts of community groups wishing to start or
sustain.neighborhood gardens by facilitating land acquisition and assisting with local -
Ieadershlp and beneficial collaborations. River Revitalization Foundation serves as. the
urban rivers land trust in Milwaukee, caring for the Milwaukee, Menomonee, and
Kinpickinnic Rivers by focusing on land acqmsmons casements, and connectmg the . -
greenspaceofthethreenvers . . b

The Laqd"ﬁl‘r—t’lst Alliancé has hosted its curriculum éourse, "Evaluatmg & Selectmg )
Conservation Projects” at the Schlitz Audubon Nature Center the last several years.. . .. -
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Conservancy

Protecting nature. Preserving life.

Preserving one of Milwaukee's Watersheds- the Mukwonago River

A mosaic of forest, wetlands, savannas, rivers, and lakes, the Mukwonago River
Watershed is a natural treasure located ashort distance from Milwaukee. The .
Nature Conservancy Has helped protect a'total of 1,635 acres of this unique landscape, *
which provides the aquifer for drinking water for many of the Milwaukee
Metropohtan Area S rwldems .

The Mukwonago River is one of the eleanwt streams in southeastem Wlsconsm and
provides important habitat for rare fish. The surrounding landscape.is home to a wide
array of native plants and wildlife, including sandhill cranes, free frogs, mink, red fox,
butterflies and dragonflies.

These preserved lands also help reduce a;r p-o]lutlon for many Mﬂwaukee Metropohtan
Area residents. Since 1960, The Nature Conservancy in Wisconsin has protected more
than 160,000 acres of forests, wetlands, prairies, lakes and streams for current and future

generations to enjoy.

}\‘anonaI Parks Conservation Assoc;auon
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Promotmg and Protectmg Southeast WI's Ice Age Tral_l_S_e_gp]ent

Wisconsin has its own lmear natlonal park-the Ice Age National Scemc Trall-whlch
when completed, will cover more than 1,000 miles across Wisconsin. The National ~
Parks Conservauon Assoelatmn helps to promote and protect th13 statevwde treasure &

One of the most scenic sections of the trail traverses the Kettle Morame State Forest in
southeastern Wxsconsm w1th many hikable-segments a short dlstance from Mllwaukee.

The Nahonal Parks Conservatlon Association also recently helped to obtam ‘wﬂdem&ss '
protection for the Apostle Islands National Lakeshore, located in northwestern
Wisconsin. Other Wisconsin properties the organization also helps to protect include
the Namekagon and St. Croix Natlonal Seemc Rwerways and the North Country
National Scenic Trail. o
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