
Growing MKE Update
City Plan Commission, March 4, 2024



2

What is Growing MKE? 

• A citywide planning process about 
housing

• End Result? proposed amendment 
the Citywide Policy Plan.

• Will include policies and 
actions related to encouraging 
housing choice and growth

• Recommendations to update 
the City’s Zoning Code
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Planning Process
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Overview of the Planning Process
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Collaborative Process

• Lead: City of Milwaukee, 
Department of City Development

• Support: Zoning Analysis Consultant

• Support: Engagement Consultant

• Community Advisory Committee
• Technical Advisory Committee
• City of Milwaukee Technical Staff Advisors



We aren’t starting from scratch….
Milwaukee’s Zoning 
Code & Comprehensive 
Plan are tailored to 
support:

• walkable 
neighborhoods, 

• mixed-use housing 
development, &

• housing choice.
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Advancing Plan Recommendations 
and City Goals from several recent 
planning processes along with the 
Mayor’s vision for economic 
prosperity.

• Climate and Equity Plan (2023)
• Equitable Growth through TOD 

Plan (2018)
• Collective Affordable Housing 

Strategic Plan (2021)
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What We Heard



2023 Engagement
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In-person - engaged directly with over 
1100 people through…
• 24 Library “Office Hours”

• 5 Evening Open Houses

• 13 Pop-ups at events –
Farmers’ Markets & 
Community Festivals, etc.

• 6 Senior Center Pop-ups 

• Focus Groups – residents, developers, 
designers

Online
• 3,535 website visitors 

(as of 2/25/24)

• Survey respondents – over 750 for 1st

survey and over 250 for 2nd survey

Engagement support and 
partnership from AARP and 
Community Development 
Alliance!

Over 80% of in-
person engagement 

has been in 
QCTs/NRSAs
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Themes from Public Comments

• Growth
• Affordability
• Neighborhoods & 

Quality of Life
• Housing Diversity

• Building Design
• Sustainability & 

Resilience
• Transportation



Growing MKE Goals
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Housing Choice & Equity
Everyone, regardless of age or 
ability, has healthy, stable housing 
that they can afford.

Milwaukee is a city of vibrant 
neighborhoods with amenities that 
can be reached by foot, bike or 
transit.

Connectivity
Neighborhoods are safe and 
sustainable with jobs and amenities 
within a close distance. Housing 
stock is safe, healthy, and resilient.

Climate & Resiliency

Milwaukee is an economically resilient 
with family-supporting jobs, a strong 
tax base to support City services and 
thriving businesses. 

Economic Development
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Draft Plan
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Plan Amendment Policies

Increase Housing Choice & Access

Social Connections & Health

Walkable Neighborhoods & Transit-Oriented 
Development

Neighborhood Development &  Urban Design
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Key Zoning Recommendations

Recommendation 1: 
Update the Zoning 
Code to allow more 
types of 
neighborhood-scale 
housing in more 
neighborhoods.

Recommendation 2: 
Update the Zoning 
Code to encourage 
more housing 
opportunities in 
multi-family & 
commercial zoning 
districts. 

Recommendation 3: 
Update the Zoning 
Code to make sure 
building design 
standards support 
walkable urban 
neighborhoods and 
quality design.
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Best Practices – Equity in Zoning
Growing MKE Plan recommendations 
incorporate several of the “substantive” 
recommendations in APA’s Equity in Zoning 
Policy Guide:

• ZONING DISTRICT - POLICY 1: 
…amend existing residential districts 
to allow more types of housing by 
right. 

• ZONING DISTRICT - POLICY 2: 
…allow a wider mix of residential and 
non-residential uses in existing zoning 
districts. 

“While fairer more 
inclusive zoning alone 
cannot end systemic 
racial and ethnic 
segregation, prevent the 
erosion of cultural 
communities that wish to 
remain intact, or 
dismantle long-
established systems of 
privilege, it can be used as 
a tool to help achieve all 
of those goals.” 

APA Equity in Zoning 
Policy Guide 
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Best Practices – Equity in Zoning (cont’d)

• FORM AND DESIGN - POLICY 1: Reduce or remove limits on 
single-household minimum lot size requirements for different 
types of housing and eliminate… [density]… standards.

• FORM AND DESIGN - POLICY 2: Reduce or remove limits on multi-
household development density.

• PERMITTED USE - POLICY 1: …expand the list of residential use 
types permitted … to include one or more … forms of non-
traditional and “missing middle” housing.

• PERMITTED USE - POLICY 2: Allow accessory dwelling units 
(ADUs) without the need for a public hearing.
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Growth & Equity
Rigorous recent studies demonstrate 
that: 

1. Increases in housing supply slow 
the growth in rents in the region; 

2. In some circumstances, new 
construction also reduces rents or 
rent growth in the surrounding area; 

3. The chains of moves sparked by 
new construction free up 
apartments that are then rented 
(or retained) by households across 
the income spectrum; 

4. While new supply is associated 
with gentrification, it has not been 
shown to cause significant 
displacement of lower-income 
households; and 

5. Easing land use restrictions, at 
least on a broad scale and in ways 
that change binding constraints on 
development, generally leads to 
more new housing over time, but 
only a fraction of the new capacity 
created because many other 
factors constrain the pace of new 
development.
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Zoning 
Recommendation 1: 
More types of 
neighborhood-scale 
housing in more 
neighborhoods.
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Zoning 
Recommendation 2: 
Code updates to 
encourage more 
housing opportunities 
in multi-family & 
commercial zoning 
districts.
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Zoning 
Recommendation 3: 
Code updates for 
walkable 
neighborhoods & 
design



Update current design standards to enhance livability.

Building Widths Parking Structures

Facades Windows Composition



Next Steps

• Draft Plan release and outreach – Late Spring

• Finalize Plan

• Plan Adoption

• Phase 2, Implementation, begins
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Thank you!

@MilwaukeeDCD

growingmke@milwaukee.gov

engage.milwaukee.gov/GrowingMKE

mailto:growingmke@milwaukee.gov
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