TEARMAN SPENCER
City Attorney

ODALO J. OHIKU
ROBIN A. PEDERSON
S.TODD FARRIS
JENNIFER L. WILLIAMS
Deputy City Attorneys

May 8,2023

CITY OF
MitwAUKEE

Office of the City Attorney

Milwaukee City Hall Suite 800 - 200 East Wells Street - Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202-3551

Telephone: 414.286.2601 « TDD: 414.286.2025 - Fax: 414.286.8550

To the Honorable Common Council
of the City of Milwaukee
Room 205 - City Hall

RE: Communication from Romonia Butler Foster
C.1. File No. 1068-2023-483

HEIDI WICK SPOERL
KATHRYN Z. BLOCK
THOMAS D. MILLER
PETER J. BLOCK
PATRICK J. MCCLAIN
HANNAH R. JAHN

JULIE P. WILSON
MEIGHAN M. ANGER
ALEXANDER R. CARSON
ALEXANDER T. MUELLER
ALEXANDER D. COSSI
LISA A. GILMORE

TAVISS K. SMITH
KATHERINE A. HEADLEY
L. ANTHONY JACKSON
STACY J. MILLER
MICHAEL C. RADAVICH
JORDAN M. SCHETTLE
THERESA A. MONTAG
NANCY A. DOMINSKI
ALEXANDER E. FOUNDOS
CHRISTOPHER P. JACKSON
JAMES D. LEWIS

TRAVIS J. GRESHAM
KYLE W. BAILEY

JOSEPH M. DOBBS
WILLIAM K. HOTCHKISS
CLINT B. MUCHE
Assistant City Attorneys

Dear Sir or Madam:

Romonia Butler Foster alleges that on March 10, 2023, she sustained damages to her 2004 GMC Envoy SLE, when
a large tree branch fell on her vehicle located at 4229 W. Courtland Avenue. Ms. Butler submitted a claim for
damages in the amount of $5,810.91 — $6,984.82.

Our investigation reveals that on March 10, 2023, Forestry Services responded to an emergency request for service
regarding a tree branch that fell located at 4229 W. Courtland Avenue. The Forestry crew arrived and found a 10-
inch branch approximately 30 feet long and confirmed damages to the subject vehicle. The tree was alive with no
evident decay.

Further records indicated that the branch failure occurred between March 9-10, 2023, during a heavy wet snow
storm. During the timeframe of March 9-17, 2023, Forestry Services received 2300 calls for emergency service and
approximately 700 of those calls originated from the North area. According to the National Weather Service, on
March 9-10, 2023, the City of Milwaukee experienced a snow storm that resulted in 10.7 inches of heavy wet snow
and winds averaging 25-30mph.

It is our view that the tree failure was not a result of any negligence caused by the Forestry Section. As such, we
recommend that the claim be denied.
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