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Resolution relating to the Permanent Historic
Designation of the Lamers Building at 830 -
332 o. oth Street, in the 12th Ald. District.



830-832 S. 5t Street (354 Grove Street, old)
1883, Andrew Elleson, architect

Constructed for Mathias Lamers as a rental
property.

Nominated by current owner Celine Farrell
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830-832 S. 5t Street (354 Grove Street, old)

1883, Andrew Elleson, architect

Constructed for Mathas Lamers as a rental
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property.
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E Eﬂ Mathias Lamers

BES| - Born in Holland, 1827

i ©° Learned shoemaking craft in Holland

=4 ° 1855 - moved to Milwaukee

mallt QSRS © B i O e % - 1860 - purchased 352 & 354 Grove

S T e Street for $1,000 & constructed a
e e e et = i 8  shop-home at 352 Grove St. shortly

thereafter

e Built subject property 1883 as a rental
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Remodeled to current state 1901

1904 1973

THE PROPRIETORS OF ONE OF MILWAUKEE'S BEST
EQUIPPED SHOE STORES EXPRESS THEIR OPINION
0N STORE WEWS ADVERTI

“We do not hesitate in the least fa
state that onr advertising investment
in the “1\ You Want and Where to
Find It columns has brought abaut
satisfactary returns, for we frequently
learp from our custnmers direct that
they see our lttle advertlsements in
The Journal”

mers Brothers conduct a large

thoe atare on Grove St, maklng a
spoclalty of fine and medlum grades
of Men's, Ladiea' and Chlldren's faot-
wear.  Helng one of the oldest .
flems on

fectly fumilHar with tne requirem

of thefr troile. On the ex-
cellent quallty of the ihey earry
and the modernie prices at which they
re sold they have litlle trouble in
muintalning the trade  once Inen,
and they number among theic list
customers many who hove been r

lar patrons for years aml years Thelr
efforts now unre bent on adding 1o
their elientile and i reaching out for
new business they find ndvertlslng an

Recannshuessom Coy
e

STORE OF LAMERY BROS,, 14 GROVE 8T,
. FINE S110L8. lmporiant factor,
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Bernard Lamers, Busi-
ness. Man_ of South
Sxde, Succumbs

Operated
shoe store
until 1929

school ‘about 4 p.
nllldl} hl.l sixty: ~third hu-umay an-

Mr. anen_
was born ‘at’ 53
Grove - st., nnw B
the site of Lam-
e Trowers shoe store. John P. I
Lamers, a hml.hcr Is the other mem-
ber of the firm

Surviving ln hll widow, Mrs. Tda.

Ex-Shoe Man, Dies

John P. M. Lamers, 71, a son of
‘Dutch emigrants who came to
!America 1rom Holland in 1837,
dled Monday at 4:15 p. m. at his,
‘home, 1223 S. Tenth st,

Since ‘Dad never sald girls can't do
everything,’ Celine Farrell, a Milwaukee
artist, spent 10 years renovating

the Lamers Building in Walker's Point
ta its original 19th century splendor.

The large brick bullding has come
full circle from the days of Mathias
Lamers, & local eobbler of the last
century.

In 1B83, when Lumers had it Wlt,
it sat in the midst of a
commercial area knnwn a5 wukef‘s
Peint. Lamers was Dutch, a member
of one of the many groups of imml-
grants — English, German, Irigh,
MNorweginn — that settled In that
area.

Qver the years, however, the
‘Walker's Point nelghborhood deterio-
rated, poing downhill quickly after
the Grent Depression. Tt wasa't until
the 1970s that recovery began,
stered by the listing of Walker's
Palnt on the National Reglster of His-
torie Places in 1975, That made it ell-
gible for federal and state funding
lor renovation.

But the mwury of Mathlas La-
mers' building was underway by
then, It hed started in 1873, Wilan
Celine Farrell bought the building at
830-32 5. 5th 51

Farrell, a widely known artlst,
began spiifing It up with new paint
and an extensive renovation pro-
gram.

Today, Mathlas Lamers' hulld!ug
houses her spacious art studio, tw
speclalty shops and the small, cozy
aporiment ehe shares with her lmch-
touted companion, Anfa, a German
shepherd.

An upstalrs halbway, with 10-foot
ceilings, is adorned with black and
white phetographs of dancers and
actresses, leading the way to Far-
rell's apartment at the back of the
bullding.

It is smol! but eozy, with & kitchen
she palnted her favorite color — li-
lac. She also bes & roomy pantry, a
combination living-sieeping room,

a shower roam. Off the hallway
outside the apartment Is her “water
closet,” complete with skylight.

Farrell will show off har hnilning
during & birthday party she' ﬂ\dnl
this we.kend complote with a

cake baked in the shape of the
bullding.

She said she bought it beesuse 1t
was sound,

With much of the work now completed,
the rest of the century ‘belongs to me.’

5till, she recalled, it was "just to
the polnt where water was getting In
and some of the molding was pop-
plng out, bat not where it was ml:k-
[ng. A lol of the work was cosmetic,

The petite and spirited woman dId
a ot of the surgery herself, plcking
up polnters from books and 8

Farrell posed with some of the whimsical prints sh‘a creates

In her airy studio in her 100-year-old buildifg.

repalr course she toak at the Milwau-

kee Area Techolcal College. She alse

g:emd fix-up tips from ownm of
e repalr shops and

asking them questions,

“One of the problems women must
et over [s thinking of themselves as
dumb wormen,"” she sald, matter-of-
Tactly.

“For each window In this place, I
had to put n 10 hours of work before
1even palnted,” she sald. “The kitch-
en windows had been $0 damaged
{by a former tenant). They put storm
windows on the inside, put boards
over these and plastered all around
‘where the alr came In."

A cormer window had been cov-
ered with plywood and *nalled with
the largest nall could find, then
caulked all around [t," she sald.

Sentinal photod by Michae] Sears.

Farrell sanded and proserved the
ploe floors with a spacial resin.

Exterlor work Included stripping
the bright grees paint from the or-
nate ironwork on the Lamers Bulld-
Ing's front.

Farrell also has transformed a bar-
ren back yard ioto & spot filled with
sreeaen'. herbs and flowers, a5 well
a5 “hugs and oecaslonal) naughty
HltJe hm who tromp through,” she
sald good-naturediy,

bitory of bt uldng, poiog oo

ng, polnting out
that Mathlas Lamers was the grand-
father of a widely known former
Milwarkeean, Willlam Lamers. For
more than 30 years he was an essist-
ant superinteadeal for the Milwau-
kee Public Schools. He retlred In
1971 at the age of 70.

‘The building remained In the La-
mers fumily untl] 1945, when it was -
sold tg the publishers of & Slovenian™
newspper. Farrell found some 1945,

papers when che cleaned the down-
stalrs jo make wuy for her studio on®
the fifst floor 'in the back of -the
blllld.ll

Thete, she creates many of the silk
screers and much of the metal work
for wich she's noted.

“An artist finds with her

that which she really likes about her-
selt.” the sald,

!nvnrs her “summ
sl -cl-eei,‘ wm bright "M i
&

Lamers Tumio Pag';é' 13
i
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@LIERIA

e-1. Its exemplification and development of the cultural,
economic, social or historic heritage of the city, state of
Wisconsin or the United States.

e-5. Its embodiment of distinguishing characteristic of an
architectural type or specimen.

e-8. Its relationship to other distinctive areas which are
eligible for preservation according to a plan based on a
historic, cultural or architectural motif.
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Staff recommends that the Lamers Building
be given permanent historic designation
as a City of Milwaukee Historic Site as a
result of its fulfillment of criteria e-1, e-5,
and e-8 of the Historic Preservation
Ordinance, Section 320-21(3) of the
Milwaukee Code of Ordinances.
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