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January 26, 2023

To the Honorable, the Common Council

Honorable Members:

Common Council File Number 221531 contains the following recommendations:

Renewal with a 20 (twenty) day suspension of the Class B Tavern and Public Entertainment Premises licenses
based upon the preponderance of the evidence in the police report that demonstrates the operation results in a
threat to health, safety or welfare of the public for Nathan T. Tusler, for the premises located at 1110 N Martin L
King Jr Dr. ("White Tail") in the 4™ aldermanic district.

Nonrenewal of the Class B Tavern, Public Entertainment Premises and Food Dealer licenses based upon the
preponderance of the evidence in the police report which was included in the notice, resident and applicant
testimony that demonstrates the operation results in a threat to health, safety or welfare of the public for Felipe
Martinez Jr., for the premises located at 626 S 5™ St. ("Walkers Lounge & Events") in the 12" aldermanic
district.

Respectfully,

TNdehe A logo-

Milele Coggs, Chair
Licenses Committee

cc: All Council Members
File 221531
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MILELE A. COGGS
ALDERWOMAN, 6TH DISTRICT

Date: January 26, 2023

To: All Members of the Milwaukee Common Council

From: Licenses Committee

Re: Report of the Renewal Application of the Class "B" Tavern and Public Entertainment

Premises (PEP) Licenses of Nathan T. Tusler, Agent for Double Dragon MKE LLC, for the
premises located at 1110 North Martin Luther King Jr. Drive in the City and County of
Milwaukee, Wisconsin ("White Tail").

FINDINGS OF FACT
L Nathan T. Tusler (hereinafter "the Licensee") is the holder of Class "B" Tavern and Public

Entertainment (PEP) Licenses for the premises located at 1110 North Martin Luther King Jr. Drive
in the City and County of Milwaukee, Wisconsin ("White Tail"). Said licenses expire at midnight

on February 7, 2023.

2 An application to renew said licenses was filed with the Office of the City Clerk on December 28,
2022.

3. Pursuant to Chapters 68, 82, 84, and 85 of the Milwaukee Code of Ordinances, the matter was

referred to the Milwaukee Police Department for investigation. On December 29, 2022, the
Milwaukee Police Department responded with a report that could form the basis for nonrenewal of
said license.

4, On January 11, 2023, the City Clerk's Office provided timely notice to the Licensee pursuant to
Chapters 85, 90, and 108 of the Milwaukee Code of Ordinances and Chapter 125 of the Wisconsin
Statutes of the police report. The matter was scheduled for a hearing on the police report on January
24, 2023, commencing at approximately 10:35 a.m. in Room 301-B of the third floor of City Hall.
At said date, time and place, the Licensee appeared with at the hearing with counsel Attorney
Samantha Huddleston and admitted receipt of the notice of hearing, together with a copy of the
Milwaukee Police report.

5 Based upon the sworn testimony heard and the evidence received at the hearing, the Committee
finds the following:

A. On January 1, 2022 at 3:47 a.m., officers were dispatched to a Trouble with Subject at
1110 N. Old World Third. Investigation revealed two patrons were smoking marijuana
in the tavern and asked to leave. The patrons became verbally and physically aggressive
to staff and were escorted out of the establishment.
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B. On May 9, 2022 at 10:58 p.m., officers were dispatched to a Fight at 1110 N. Old World
Third. On arrival officers observed security breaking up a fight inside the establishment
and escorting the subjects out. Management was cooperative with the investigation.

C. On August 28, 2022 at 1:39 a.m., officers assigned to Code Red, heard a loud bang in the
area of 1100 N. Martin Luther King Jr Dr. Investigation revealed two patrons began to
argue inside the bar and were escorted out by security. Once outside, the argument
escalated and the suspect, who admitted to being inside the tavern with his firearm, pulled
his firearm out and fired one round into the ground. The suspect who was highly
intoxicated, was arrested and his firearm and a single casing that was located outside of
1110 N. Martin Luther King Jr Dr., in the parking lot, was placed on inventory. A victim,
who was inside the tavern was treated for a gun shot wound to his leg at a local hospital.
A witness was interviewed and stated they observed the two subjects fighting inside the
tavern and attempted to escort them outside, when he observed the suspect pull the
firearim out and point it at the neck of the second subject, then point it at the ground and
fire a single round. The establishment had been notified in the past by Police, they should
be checking patrons for weapons prior to allowing them in to the establishment.

D. On July 18, 2022 at 1:19 a.m., officers were in the area of 1100 N. Martin Luther King
Ir Dr., and monitoring bar close, when they observed 20-25 subjects fighting in front of
1110 N. Martin Luther King Jr Dr. A victim, who was bleeding from the nose, stated he
was walking out of the bar and observed an argument outside, when he was struck by an
unknown subject. The victim, who was highly intoxicated became uncooperative and
refused medical or police service. Officers interviewed the manager, who stated he didn't
know what happened and does have working security cameras, however, they would not
have captured the incident in the area it occurred. Management was cooperative and
security did make an attempt to break up the fight.

E. Attorney Samantha Huddleston was present on behalf of the Licensee along with Edward
DeChazer (stockholder).

F. Mr. DeChazer said that he has no excuses about what have happened at his business and,
that he has gotten more actively after the gun incident. He also said that he has met with
Alderman Bauman as well. He added that they close at 2:30 a.m. after January 1% and,
that he is taking full accountability.

Individuals also present:

G. Alderman Borkowski asked how the commitiee could be sure that no more events like
the ones from the police report will ever happen again.

H. Mr. DeChazer said that his staff is wanding every person at the two entries and that no
more incidents have happened since he made those changes last August.

L Alderman Bauman said that this business received a 10-day suspension last year and that
he recommends a 30-day suspension after the incidents of the police report and asked
where is Mr. Tusler.

J. Mr., DeChazer said that Mr. Tusler has been out of the country even before the notice
arrived.
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K. Alderman Perez asked how the security was handled before.

L. Mr. DeChazer said that they have two enfrics and only one wand and that he has no
excuses for that.

M. Alderman Perez said that having two entries and only one wand was giving chances to
people to bring guns into the establishment.

N. Alderwoman Coggs asked how the staff is trained for altercations.

0. Mr. DeChazer said that the goal is to bring the altercation outside as quick and as safe as
possible and to deescalate it right after.

P, Alderwoman Coggs asked how the people involved in the altercation are escorted
outside.

Q. Mr. DeChazer said that they get them out by the closest door and that according to the
footage, they were taken out at the same time.

R. Alderwoman Coggs said that is not clear to her how they are defusing those altercations
after taking them outside.

S. Alderman Perez asked the applicant and his attorney if they know what happened on item
10 since the surveillance cameras did not capture the incident.

T. Mr. DeChazer said that they are in the process to expand the surveillance system.

u. Alderman Perez said that this item has more to do with his patron being hurt and the lack
of cooperation of his business.

V. Attorney Huddleston said that they are requesting the renewal without a suspension and
that the Licensee is taking it very seriously. She added that her client is taking extra
precautions like to wand and id every single person and using only one door to have a
better control of the flow as well. She also said that the security will be walking around
to avoid fights and checking for intoxicated patrons.

W. Alderman Chambers moved renewal with a 20-day suspension based upon the
preponderance of the evidence in the police report that demonstrates the operation results

in a threat to health, safety or welfare of the public. There were no objections. (Prevailed
4-0-1)

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. The Committee has jurisdiction to hold hearings and provide Findings of Fact and Conclusions
of Law and a Recommendation to the full Common Council pursuant to Chapters 85, 90, and
108 of the Milwaukee Code of Ordinances.

2. Based upon the above facts found, the Committee concludes that the Licensee, Nathan T. Tusler
who holds Class B Tavern and Public Entertainment Premise (PEP) licenses for the premise
located at 1110 North Martin Luther King Jr, Drive in the City and County of Milwaukee,
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Wisconsin {"White Tail") has not met the criteria of Chapters 85, 90, and 108 of the Milwaukee
Code of Ordinances and Chapter 125 of the Wisconsin Statutes to renew the Class B Tavern and
Public Entertainment Premises licenses without undergoing a twenty (20) day suspension, The
Committee finds the aldermanic objections as stated above to be true. The Committee based its
recommendation on a preponderance of the evidence derived from the police report, testimony
from Mr. DeChazer, remarks from his attorney, Ms. Samantha Huddleston, and from aldermanic
testimony, concluding that the evidence presented demonstrates the operation results in a threat
to health, safety, and welfare of the public.

3. In order to protect the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the City of Milwaukee, it is
the recommendation of the Licenses Committee that the full Common Council of the City of
Milwaukee should exercise its judgment to not renew the Class B Tavern and Public
Entertainment Premise (PEP) licenses for the premises located at 1110 North Martin Luther King
Jr. Drive in the City and County of Milwaukee, Wisconsin ("White Tail"), without undergoing a
twenty (20) day suspension, making this recommendation after carefully considering the
evidence derived on the police report, testimony from Mr. DeChazer, remarks from his attorney,
Ms. Samantha Huddleston, and from aldermanic testimony:.

RECOMMENDATION

Based upon the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law stated above, the Committee, by a vote of four
(4) aves, zero (0) noes and one (1) abstain, recommends that the Class "B" Tavern and Public
Entertainment Premises (PEP) licenses of Nathan T. Tusler for the premises located at 1110 North Martin
Luther King Jr. Drive (“White Tail”) in the City and County of Milwaukee, Wisconsin not be renewed
without undergoing a twenty (20} day suspension based on its recommendation on the police report and

aldermanic testimony.,

The suspension is in effect between 12:01 a.m. on February 8" until 11:59 p.m. on February 28", 2023.

Dated and signed at Milwaukee, Wisconsin this 26 day of January, 2023,

MILELE A. COGGS
Chairman, Licenses Committee

/283535
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MILELE A. COGGS
ALDERWOMAN, 6TH DISTRICT

Date: January 26, 2023

To: All Members of the Milwaukee Common Council

From: Licenses Committee

Re: Report of the Renewal Application of the Class "B" Tavern, Public Entertainment

Premises (PEP) and Food Dealer Licenses of Felipe Martinez, Jr., Agent for Walkers
Lounge & Events LLC, for the premises located at 626 South 5th Street in the City and
County of Milwaukee, Wisconsin ("Walkers Lounge & Events").

FINDINGS OF FACT

L Felipe Martinez, Jr. (hereinafter "the Licensee") is the holder of Class "B" Tavern, PEP and
Food Dealer Licenses for the premises located at 626 South 5th Street in the City and County
of Milwaukee, Wisconsin ("Walkers Lounge & Events"). Said licenses expire at midnight on
February 7, 2023.

2. An application to renew said licenses was filed with the Office of the City Clerk on November
17,2022.

B Pursuant to Chapters 85, 90, and 108 of the Milwaukee Code of Ordinances and Chapter 125
of the Wisconsin Statutes, the matter was referred to the Milwaukee Police Department for
investigation. On January 12, 2023, the Milwaukee Police Department responded with a report
that could form the basis for nonrenewal of said licenses.

4. On January 12, 2023, the City Clerk's Office provided timely notice to the Licensee pursuant to
Chapters 85, 90, and 108 of the Milwaukee Code of Ordinances and Chapter 125 of the
Wisconsin Statutes of the police report. The matter was scheduled for a hearing on the police
report on January 24, 2023, commencing at approximately 2:50 p.m. in Room 301-B of the
third floor of City Hall. At said date, time and place, the Licensee appeared at the hearing with
counsel Attorney Josh Gimbel, and admitted receipt of the notice of hearing, together with a
copy of the Milwaukee Police report.

5. Based upon the sworn testimony heard and the evidence received at the hearing, the
Committee finds the following:

A. On February 7, 2022 at 10:30 a.m., a Meeting was held at the Second District with
officials from the City of Milwaukee and the Licensee of 626 S. 5th Street. Topics
of discussion were parking, security, promotors, and the needs of the neighborhood.
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H.

Regarding parking, the Licensee says they no longer have issues with the nearby
church and has security monitor their parking lot. In addition to the security in the
parking lot, he has security conduct searches and scan identification cards, as well as
have them dress in a similar uniform. The applicant has been in talks with other
taverns and has suggested getting a security vehicle to monitor the area. The
applicant will continue to have promotors but they will conduct themselves according
to his rules. He also realizes the changing demographics of the neighborhood and
may need fo change his business to meet the needs of the neighborhood.

On February 26, 2022 at 12:00 a.m., a patron of 626 S. 5th Street stated they parked
their vehicle near the premise and left their firearm in the vehicle. Upon their return,
they noticed their vehicle was broken into and a firearm was stolen. The victim went
to a police district station and reported the theft.

On March 4, 2022 at 8:41 p.m., Milwaukee Police conducted a license premise check
because they observed traffic cones blocking public parking spaces in front of 626 S.
5th Street. Officers told employees that they could not reserve public parking spaces
in front of their establishment and they removed the cones. Follow up was done on
a later date and there were no traffic cones in the street and the staff was cooperative
with police.

On April 18,2022 at 12:00 a.m., a patron of 626 South 5th Street stated they parked
their vehicle near the premise and left their firearm in the vehicle. Upon their return,
they noticed their vehicle was broken into and a firearm was stolen. The victim went
to a police disirict station and reported the theft.

On April 23, 2022 at 1:14 a.m., Milwaukee Police was flagged down for a trouble
with subject at 626 S. 5th Street. Investigation revealed that security was removing
a group of subjects from the tavern for being disorderly and two subjects began
arguing with them. An altercation ensued between the subjects and security and the
subjects left. All staff of the establishment was cooperative.

On June 10, 2022 at 9:20 p.m., Milwaukee Police, along with the Wisconsin
Department of Revenue, conducted a license premise check at 626 S. 5th Street. The
only violations found were that they only had current receipts for alcohol purchased
{(they need to have two years' worth) and they had hookah pods that contained
nicotine. The pods were confiscated. The Licensee was on scene and cooperative
during the investigation.

On June 20, 2022 at 2:00 a.m., a patron of 626 S. 5th Street stated they parked their
vehicle near the premise and left their firearm in the vehicle. Upon their return, they
noticed their vehicle was broken into and a firearm was stolen. The victim went to a
police district station and reported the theft.

On July 17, 2022 at 1:00 a.m., a patron of 626 South 5th Street stated they parked
their vehicle near the premise and left their firearm in the vehicle. Upon their return,
they noticed their vehicle was broken into and a {firearm was stolen. The victim went
to a police district station and reported the theft.
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L On August 19, 2022 at 12:01 a.m., a patron of 626 South 5th Street stated they parked
their vehicle near the premise and left their firearm in the vehicle. Upon their return,
they noticed their vehicle was broken into and a firearm was stolen. The victim went
to a police district station and reported the theft.

J. On September 16, 20222 at 11:00 p.m., a patron of 626 South 5th Street stated they
parked their vehicle near the premise and left their firearm in the vehicle. Upon their
return, they noticed their vehicle was broken into and a firearm was stolen. The
viclim went to a police district station and reported the theft.

K. On September 17, 2022 at 1:00 a.m., a patron of 626 South Sth Street stated they
parked their vehicle near the premise and left their firearm in the vehicle. Upon their
return, they noticed their vehicle was broken into and a firearm was stolen. The
victim went to a police district station and reported the theft.

L. On September 24, 2022 at 12:59 a.m., a patron of 626 South 5th Street stated they
parked their vehicle near the premise and left their firearm in the vehicle. Upon their
return, they noticed their vehicle was broken into and she was missing shoes, a bag,
nail tools, and U.S. currency. The victim called the police.

M. On September 30, 2022 at 11:00 a.m., a patron of 626 South 5th Street stated they
parked their vehicle near the premise and left their firearm in the vehicle. Upon their
return, they noticed their vehicle was broken into and two firearms were stolen. The
victim went to a police district station and reported the theft,

N. On October 1, 2022 at 1:00 a.m., Milwaukee Police, while on patrol, observed four
vehicles obstructing traffic in fiont of 626 S. 5th Street. Officers asked security about
the vehicles and they told officers that the operators of the vehicles had paid for
parking and were waiting to enter the parking lot of the establishment. Police blocked
the streets in order to alleviate the traffic congestion and security removed the
vehicles into the parking lot.

0. On November 19, 2022, Milwaukee Police took a report of an entry to auto which
occurred at 400 W. Bruce Street. The auto was entered the night before or the early
morning hours of November 19, 2022 and the victim's fircarm was taken.
Investigation revealed that the victim parked his vehicle at the location and went to
the tavern located at 626 S, 5th Street. When he returned his vehicle had been broken
into and his firearm was stolen. The firearm was later recovered in the trunk of a
homicide victim's vehicle.

P. On December 8, 2022 at 1:30 p.m., Milwaukee Police conducted a meeting with
tavern owners and the Association President in Walker's Point. The meeting was to
discuss theft from motor vehicles, patron conduct, staggered closing time, sharing
security personnel, bring back the South 5th Street Festival, and having a traffic study
done on S. 5th Street. Attendees stated that they were generally content with the
Milwaukee Police Departments current present level in the area.
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Q. On Januvary 1, 2023 at 2:48 a.m., Milwaukee Police were dispatched to 626 S. 5th
Street for a shooting compliant. Investigation revealed that a fight happened inside
the tavern and one of the subjects produced a firearm and shot two people. The fight
resumed outside and more shots were fired. One casing was found inside the
establishment and three were located outside, directly in front of the tavern, The
Licensee told officers that he will no longer employ the security company since they
failed to pat down patrons correctly. As of this report, officers have been unable to
retrieve surveillance video of the incident.

R. On January 3, 2023, Milwaukee Police did draft and submit a "Notice of Nuisance
Premises" designation for the address of 626 S, 5th Street.

S. The Licensee was present along with Attorney Josh Gimbel. Attorney Gimbel said
that he has submitted a letter addressing the issues from the police report,

T. Ms. Melendez confirmed that the letter was attached to the file and that it was
available to the members.

U. Attorney Gimbel read the letter and said that regarding item 24, his client provided
the surveillance video and that he confirmed it with Officer Paterson. He added that
as far of the steps that the Licensee has taken in regards security, he said that he has
hired independent security guards and enforced the dress code.

V. Mr. Martinez said that they have not gotten any more cars break-ins and that they
encourage patrons not to leave personal belongings inside their cars. He added that
he was cooperative with MPD regarding the New Year’s incident and, that he
provided copy of the surveillance video and id scanner. He added that he is doing
what he needs to do in order to keep things rolling. He also said that he was shoit
staffed and very busy that night and, that the incident happened while he was trying
to address another situation. The Licensee said that he changed the security, that they
have 3 security guards outside, with a scanner id, that they pat down everyone
including females (there is a female security guard) and, that they have incorporated
a dress code to avoid any hiding or concealing weapons.

W, Alderman Brostoffl asked what the new dress code is.

X. The Licensee said no masks, beanies, oversized jackets and large bags. He added that
he has posted a sign on the window.

Y. Attomey Gimbel passed along a photo of the sign that has been posted on the window.

Z. Alderman Perez asked the Licensee that regarding the meeting on February 7, 2022,
if he has done something different.

AA. The Licensee said that there is a security vehicle that has been driving back and forth

and that all of the businesses share the cost.
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Alderman Perez asked if that measure has helped with the car break-ins.
The Licensee said that apparently it has not,
Alderman Perez asked what about the parking situation.

The Licensee said that he will have less cars in the parking lot in order to have more
contro] of it.

Alderman Perez asked what about being short staffed.

The Licensee said he does not go to the business capacity because of the staffing
issues.

Alderman Brostoff asked how many security guards he has when he is at full
capacity.

The Licensee said about 6-8 security guards.

Alderman Brostoff asked if the security guards are circulating around or just at the
establishment.

The Licensee said that the security guards that stay outside are to check that patrons
go to their cars and leave,

Alderman Perez asked about staggering.

The Licensee said that it depends on how busy the night is and that they do staggering
at the closing time with the other bars.

Alderman Perez askéd the Licensee how does he wind up operations.

The Licensee said that he asks the disc jockey to change the music.

Alderman Perez asked if they can check how many ids are scanned every night.
The Licensee said that he does not know it personally,

Alderman Brostoff asked how he does not have a report like that.

The Licensee said that he does not know if the scanner can do it.
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Individuals in Opposition:

TT. Pam Bamberger - 422 W National Av — she said that when she goes to walk her dog
out on Saturday and Sunday mornings, they take a plastic bag to pick up the pieces
of glass from the broken windows which is a nuisance. She added that it is a lot
yelling and fighting right on the street and on the parking lot at the BMO bank. She
also said that there are bottles of liquor threw on the floor, standing on their windows,
broken or intact and that it only it happens on her block.

UU.  The Licensee said that they are supposed to clean the storefront but that they do some
patrolling.

VV. Attorney Gimbel said that he is happy to share his client’s contact information with
the witness.

WW. Tom Bamberger —422 W National Av — he said that he has lived in the neighborhood
for 35 years and that the broken glass is an epidemic happening within the last year.
He added that the problem with the security is that they do not have any authority
outside and, that he thinks that the [more] security guards, the [worse] things happen.
He also said that he is concerned about all the investment that has been made in the
neighborhood and that they never had these issues when the neighborhood was bad
back in the 90°s.

XX. Alderman Brostoff asked Mr. Banberger when it started to get that bad.

YY. Mr. Banberger said that it was after the pandemic (last year or so) and that the
neighbors are bearing the cost of these negative effects and that only one person is
taking advantage of this.

Individuals also present:

Z7.  Alderman Perez said that he was very clear on the conversation held last Friday on
coming here to talk about the changes made after the shooting. He said that he cannot
control what happens inside the establishment and that he is not going to tell the
Licensee how to manage his business but that it is very serious having people being
shot inside the premises and that he does not support the renewal of the license.

AAA. Attorney Gimbel said that they held a very clear conversation with Alderman Perez
last Friday, and that they were expecting some progressive discipline actions in order
to get the Licensee on the right direction to correct those issues.

BBB. Alderman Perez moved nonrenewal based upon the preponderance of the evidence
in the police report which was included in the notice, resident and Licensee testimony
that demonstrates the operation results in a threat to health, safety or welfare of the
public. There were no objections. (Prevailed 4-0)

City Hall Room 205 - 200 East Wells Street » Milwaukee, WI 53202
PHONE {414} 286-2994 FAX (414) 286-3456 E-MALL meoggs@milwaukee.gov WEBSITE www.milwaukee.gov/districts

5
HILWAUKEE




CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. The Committee has jurisdiction to hold hearings and provide Findings of Fact and
Conclusions of Law and a Recommendation to the full Common Council pursuant to
Chapters 85, 90, and 108 of the Milwaukee Code of Ordinances.

2, Based upon the above facts found, the Committee concludes that the Licensee, Felipe
Martinez, Jr. who holds Class B Tavern, Public Entertainment Premise (PEP) and Food
Dealer licenses for the premise located at 626 South Sth Street in the City and County of
Milwaukee, Wisconsin ("Walkers Lounge & Events") has not met the criteria of Chapters
85, 90, and 108 of the Milwaukee Code of Ordinances and Chapter 125 of the Wisconsin
Statutes to not renew the Class B Tavern, Public Entertainment Premises, and Food licenses.
The Committee finds the police report and aldermanic objections as stated above to be true.
The Committee based its recommendation on the testimony given by the Licensee, Mr.
Martinez, remarks from his attorney, Mr. Gimbel, the police report and neighborhood
testimony, concluding that the evidence presented demonstrates that the operation results in
a threat to health, safety, and welfare of the public.

3. In order to protect the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the City of Milwaukee, it
is the recommendation of the Licenses Committee that the full Common Council of the City
of Milwaukee should exercise its judgment to not renew the Class B Tavern, Public
Entertainment Premise (PIP), and Food Dealer licenses for the premises located at 626 South
5th Street in the City and County of Milwaukee, Wisconsin ("Walkers Lounge & Events").
The Committee based its recommendation on the testimony given by the Licensee, Mr.
Martinez, remarks from his attorney, Mr. Gimbel, the police report and neighborhood
testimony.

RECOMMENDATION

Based upon the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law stated above, the Committee, by a vote of
four (4) ayes, zero (0) noes and one (1) excused, recommends that the Class "B" Tavern, Public
Entertainment Premises (PEP), and Food Dealer Licenses of Felipe Martinez, Jr. for the premises
located at 626 South 5th Street (“Walkers Lounge & Events™) in the City and County of Milwaukee,
Wisconsin not be renewed.

Dated and signed at Milwaukee, Wisconsin this 26 day of January, 2023.

Said nonrenewal is effective February 8, 2023,

MILELE A. COGGS
Chairman, Licenses Committee

/283536
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