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To the Honorable Common Council
of the City of Milwaukee
Room 205 — City Hall

RE: Michelle Holman v. City of Milwaukee, 22CV000235
Cover letter for Resolution # 221503

Dear Council Members:

HEIDI WICK SPOERL
KATHRYN Z. BLOCK
THOMAS D. MILLER
PETER J. BLOCK
PATRICK J. MCCLAIN
HANNAH R. JAHN

JULIE P. WILSON
MEIGHAN M. ANGER
ALEXANDER R. CARSON
ALEXANDER T. MUELLER
ALEXANDER D. COSSI
LISA A. GILMORE
NICHOLAS R. SINRAM
TAVISS K. SMITH
KATHERINE A. HEADLEY
L. ANTHONY JACKSON
STACY J. MILLER
MICHAEL C. RADAVICH
JORDAN M. SCHETTLE
THERESA A. MONTAG
TYLER M. HELSEL
NANCY A. DOMINSKI
ALEXANDER E. FOUNDOS
CHRISTOPHER P. JACKSON
JAMES D. LEWIS

TRAVIS J. GRESHAM
KYLE W. BAILEY

JOSEPH M. DOBBS
WILLIAM K. HOTCHKISS
Assistant City Attorneys

This is a supplemental communication regarding the above mentioned case.

On September 18, 2019, Jay Bach, Urban Forestry Specialist, was the operator of
a City pick-up truck, when he found a stray DPW sign and placed it in the open
bed of this truck without securing it or laying it down. Bach then began traveling
southbound on Interstate 43 and the sign flew out of the bed of his truck and
landed on the freeway.

' Plaintiff, Michelle L. Holman, encountered the sign in her own vehiclé and
according to her expert, the sign became wedged under the wheel well of
Plaintiff’s vehicle causing her vehicle to strike a concrete barrier and further
causing Plaintiff severe injuries and other damages. Plaintiff’s claimed damages
total $1,705,000.57.

Plaintiff filed suit in the Milwaukee County Circuit Court upon a theory of
negligent operation of a motor vehicle which carries a $250,000.00 statutory cap
on damages. The Defendant would be liable for that portion of the Plaintiff’s
damages that could be attributed to his negligence, if any. Any liability would
likely be imputed to the City by the doctrine of respondeat superior and by the
operation of the government employee indemnification statute. See Wis. Stat. §
895.46(1).

MILWAUKEE



To the Honorable Common Council
of the City of Milwaukee

January 25, 2023

Page Two

The parties engaged in extensive discovery and then in mediation, where Plaintiff
agreed to settle all claims, including attorney’s fees and costs, for $170,000.00. At
this time, due to the relative positions of the parties, the uncertainty of trial, and
the potential of incurring liability and costs in excess of $250,000.00, we
recommend settlement of this claim in the amount of $170,000.00, and have
enclosed an appropriate resolution.

Very truly yours,
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C1ty Attorney
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Deputy City Attorney
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