Equity
Impact
Statement

1. Describe the proposed ordinance or resolution.

This resolution authorizes a Lease Agreement between the City and PCs for People for placement
of Wireless Internet Service Provider (WISP) antennas at 1313 W. Reservoir Avenue (Fire Station
5) and 2903 N. Teutonia Avenue (Fire Station 30). Additionally, this resolution authorizes the Chief
Information Officer to share fiber and provide network connectivity and telecommunications services
at the expense of and for the use and benefit of PCs for People.

2. ldentify the anticipated equity impacts, if any, of
this proposal.

In summer of 2021, in partnership with Walnut Way Conservation Corp and Microsoft, PCs for
People established a fixed wireless internet hub serving the Lindsay Heights neighborhood and is
planning to expand service in the area. The additional antenna locations will facilitate Milwaukee's
efforts to increase broadband adoption in low-income households, especially in those areas of the
City where 25% or more households lack broadband Internet access.

3. Identify which minority groups, if any, may be
negatively or positively impacted by the proposal.

Residents of the Lindsay Heights neighborhood will directly benefit from this effort with the
availability of a low-cost broadband solution alternative. The demographics of Lindsay Heights are
as follows:

African American 86.9%
Asian 3.7%

Two or more races 4.2%
Hispanic 2.9%

White 2.1%

Other 0.2%
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4. Describe any engagement efforts with minority
communities potentially impacted by the proposal.

In fall of 2018, WiFi service at Fondy Market was established as part of a larger beautification
project. North Avenue Marketplace BID #32 recognized the Department of Administration for their
efforts at the time to provide public WiFi. At that time, the strong interest in continuing to expand
Internet options was expressed. In 2021, the WiFi equipment was upgraded as part of the City's
COVID response. This agreement continues efforts to expand broadband options in the
neighborhood.

PCs for People has partnered with Walnut Way Conservation Corp to establish a low-cost Wireless
Internet Service Provider in the neighborhood. This agreement continues efforts to expand the
geographic area of their service offerings within the Lindsay Heights neighborhood.

5. Describe how any anticipated equity impacts of the
proposal will be documented or evaluated.

Success of this effort will be measured by increased rates of broadband adoption as measured by
the American Community Survey and other surveys of broadband utilization, by any reduction in
monthly broadband costs, and by Increased access to remote learning, remote work, and
telemedicine.

6. Describe strategies that will be used, if any, to
mitigate any anticipated equity impacts.

Success of this project is anticipated to have positive equity impacts. This project is expected to
serve as a model to expand to other areas of the City of Milwaukee with a focus on low-income and
low adoption of broadband services. These areas closely align with those with larger
concentrations of minority populations.

Name: David Henke

Signature:

Date: 02/07/2022
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