
You don't often get email from angela@blocbybloc.org. Learn why this is important

From: MAIL, FPC
To: Gehling, Naomi
Cc: Todd, Leon
Subject: FW: SOP 610
Date: Thursday, February 17, 2022 1:54:09 PM
Attachments: Avalos - FPC21420_ SOP 610.pdf

Good afternoon,
 
The message below and attachment were received in the FPC Mailbox this afternoon from Black
Leaders Organizing for Communities containing their comments on the proposed amendment to
SOP 610 relating to towing of vehicle involved in reckless driving incidents. I am forwarding each of
you a copy for your files and to place in the Commissioners’ iPads prior to tonight’s meeting.
 
Thank you!
 
 
Michael Allen
Paralegal
Fire and Police Commission
200 E. Wells Street, Room 705
Milwaukee, WI  53202
414-286-5057
Email: Mialle@milwaukee.gov
 
The City of Milwaukee is subject to Wisconsin Statutes related to public records.
Unless otherwise exempted from the public records law, senders and receivers of
City of Milwaukee e-mail should presume that e-mail is subject to release upon
request, and is subject to state records retention requirements. See City of Milwaukee
full e-mail disclaimer at: www.milwaukee.gov/email_disclaimer
 

From: Angela Lang <angela@blocbybloc.org> 
Sent: Thursday, February 17, 2022 1:47 PM
To: MAIL, FPC <FPC@milwaukee.gov>
Cc: Darlene Johns <darlene@blocbybloc.org>; JaVonna Lue <jai@blocbybloc.org>; Joann Robinson
<joann@blocbybloc.org>; Keisha Robinson <keisha@blocbybloc.org>; Kyle Johnson
<kyle@blocbybloc.org>; Maletha Jones <maletha@blocbybloc.org>
Subject: SOP 610
 

Good Afternoon Commissioners, 
 
On behalf of Black Leaders Organizing for Communities, we want to extend our concerns
about SOP 610. Commissioner Avalos is right when she says this is not the answer. We
encourage you to vote no and find more creative solutions that are not punitive and would lead
to more challenges in our community. 
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Amanda Avalos
Vice Chair
Milwaukee Fire and Police Commission
Re: FPC21420 -  SOP 610, Towing of Vehicles
02.17.2022


What makes me the most hopeful is that so many people feel moved to come together to find
solutions around an issue in Milwaukee. Reckless driving has increasingly become one of the
city’s most violent issues, almost as threatening as the deep neglect that some of our
neighborhoods have been experiencing for decades. Since this proposed amendment to SOP
610 was introduced, members of the public have shown up to speak at meetings, have emailed
us, and have been overall vocal about their concerns - I greatly appreciate their participation in
this process. The issue of reckless driving is personal to everyone, including myself, who lives in
or travels through Milwaukee.


But I will not let this moment continue without pointing out that this sense of urgency and energy
for finding solutions cannot start and end with punitive measures. To put it simply, it will not fix
our problem.


I do not think that this would be the solution that it is framed to be. Because of the racial and
socioeconomic factors that range across different neighborhoods, the consequence of towing a
vehicle would have disparate effects while not actually fixing the issue. It is with the same
urgency that I feel that we need to find solutions that prevent issues like reckless driving from
happening in the first place. What we have been doing is not working.


Crises in our city are the result of decades of divestment in resources and services. Every year
during budget season we have a renewed opportunity to invest in the things that build
sustainable, equitable, and strong communities. Public health, education, employment,
transportation, access to clean food and water, and safe, affordable housing are among the
most basic of conditions that we can choose to provide for people, and we have not yet made
that a reality for everyone. When our communities have access to what they need to grow and
thrive, we eliminate the stress and conditions that create issues like reckless driving. My dream
for Milwaukee is that we start to challenge the way we approach these issues with solutions that
invest in and build our communities. We will not solve this or other issues until we start to
seriously assess the root causes and move forward in ways that are proven most effective. It
was stated several times in our recent meetings by Commissioners, the public, and the Police
Chief himself, “it is clear that this is a community issue, not a police issue.” I do not believe this
is the appropriate next step to solving this issue in Milwaukee.







 
BLOC fully stands behind her attached statement. 
 
--
Best, 
 
Angela Lang
Black Leaders Organizing for Communities (BLOC)- Executive Director
Follow us on Twitter @BlocbyblocMKE
Visit our website https://www.blocbybloc.org/
Like us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/blocbyblocMKE/
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