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File #010556 is an ordinance relating to the registration of domestic partners of city employes.


Background and Discussion
One major change to the 2001-2002 labor agreement between DC 48, AFSCME, AFL-CIO and the City, as adopted via File No. 010338,  is the extension of health and dental benefits to domestic partners of City employees effective January 1, 2002.  Domestic partners include same sex and heterosexual partners.


Pursuant to that labor agreement, the City Labor Negotiator requested an amendment to Chapter 111 of the Milwaukee Code that speaks to the City’s Domestic Partnership Registration.


The City traditionally adopts the benefits for management and nonmanagement/ nonrepresented City employees that parallel contract provisions for members of DC 48.


Under the current provisions of Chapter 111, the City Clerk maintains the city-wide domestic partnership registry and collects domestic partnership registration fees, payable to the City Clerk.


Section 111-3-7-c specifically prohibits the City Clerk from investigating the representations of those seeking to register a domestic partnership beyond verifying the applicants’ identities, ages and residence. 


It is the intent of FN 010556 to allow the City to implement a new process for qualifying domestic partners of City employees for certain benefits without modifying the approved labor agreement with DC 48.


FN 010556 amends Chapter 111 of the Code to require applicants register via the Department of Employee Relations, however, current provisions to do not allow DER to require documents verifying the representations of domestic partnership registration applicants nor is there language exempting DER from the strictures of s.111-3-7-c.


The citywide registry is open to all city residents and includes non-city employees.


On September 14, 2001 the Judicial & Legislation Committee The Common Council will consider compliment FN 010559, an ordinance relating to the fee charged for registering a domestic partnership whereas a proposal is made to increase the current registration fee $60 from $30 to $90. 
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Fiscal Impact

1. While it is difficult to estimate fiscal impact because the number of individuals registering for domestic partnership recognization will vary from year to year, the proposed ordinance should increase revenues. 
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